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The January meeting on Wednesday the 19th,  7:00
pm, at the Fee Ave. Library will feature Amber Coffin,
Luke Vavricek, and Sam Evans, User Group
representive’s from Smart Computing Magazine.

There will be a short business session to install the
new Officers, then the meeting will be turned over to
Smart Computing. Be sure to attend, Smart Computing
puts on a great presentation.

January Monthly Meeting
Well, the New Year has finally arrived. I hope each

and every one of you had a Joyous Christmas and Santa
made all your wishes come true. I wish all of you the
Happiest of New Years ever and the power to keep all
your New Years Resolutions, (if you made any). Shortly
after reading this, you will vote for a new Board of
Officers for this year. I know they will do a great job
leading you into the future. I want you all to know that
I’m not quitting the club as I step down from being your
President, but rather I will be working and helping in the
background.

At our monthly meeting this month we will have a
super presentation by Smart Computing Magazine. In my
estimation, this is the best and most informative computer
magazine on the market today. If you are a subscriber,
you not only have online access to all the current and
archived Smart Computing issues, but those of PC Today,
Computer Power User, and PC Novice Reference Series
as well. I simply cannot say enough good things about this
magazine and all the benefits you receive from subscrib-
ing to it. Go to http://www.smartcomputing.com/ and
read all they have to offer, then, check out the menu on
the left side of the page. Click on “User Groups” and see
how the Club can gain free subscriptions by you giving us
credit when you subscribe to any of their magazines.
Bring all the people you can to this presentation. They
don’t have to be club members. The more people we
have the better …. Later …. George
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T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400+ Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the third Wednes-
day (Monthly Bug Meeting) of the month. Items
received after the deadline will be held for the follow-
ing month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
Newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Contributing Editor Jim Hally

Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams

Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group

Supplies
Complete Service
Serving Brevard
      Since 1985

Bill Arflin III
     Owner

   COMPUTER  SALES AND
                 SERVICE
     BUY - SELL - TRADE
 BEACH COMPUTERS
       714 South Patrick Drive
 SATELLITE  BEACH, FL 32937

   SALES         (321) 777 - 1629
   SERVICE     (321) 773 - 8194
   email: beachcom@mpcs.com

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by Creative Technol-
ogy of Sarasota Inc. - the same printer used by many
user groups, local churches, mobile home parks, and
many others at affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE
BREVARD USERS GROUP

WILL BE ON
  Wednesday, January, 19th, 2005

AT 7:00 pm
IN

the Melbourne Library
Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!
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Secretary’s Report
By: Joan Hefter

Treasurer’s Report
By Pete Lehotsky

December 2004

EXPENSE
Post Office

Stamps   $37.00

Newsletter
Printing               $89.71
Mailing               $30.00

Dues 2005
APCUG $ 50.00
FACUG $ 25.00

Total $231.71

INCOME
Dues $200.00

Total $200.00

ASSETS
Checking $   498.12
Savings $2,921.29

Total $3,419.41

Renewals:
Frasca, R #0253
Gillis, K #0955
Jacobs, C #1190
Litke, O #0553
Slane, T #1035
Standiford, B #1026

New Members:
Desimone, J #1240
Spano, T #1241

BUG MEETING and  CHRISTMAS PARTY

December 15, 2004

The meeting was opened at 7:00pm by George
Rymer, President.  He welcomed members  and guests
to the Christmas Party.

The first and only order of business was the elec-
tions for next month.

George stated that at this time we did not have a full
slate of officers.  We had the Vice President, Treasurer,
Secretary and Second Member at Large.   Without a
President the state would not allow us to operate.  We
would have to dispense our club funds and equipment to
stop the running of the BUG Club if no one stepped
forward to do something about this.  After a long
silence, Larry French offered to be president.  Needless
to say he received a very warm welcome of support.
Everyone breathed easier, thank you Larry.

Due to the resignation of Tom Wojnar as First
Member at Large George asked for and received a
volunteer, Terry Slane.  Our new slate of Officers for the
coming year will be:

President Larry French
Vice-President Lester Cassel
Secretary Joan Hefter
Treasurer Pete Lehotsky
1st Member at Large Terry Slane
2nd Member at Large Dan Wadler

On January 19, 2005 they will be elected by the
membership and installed that evening.

The presentation for that meeting will be put on by
Smart Computing Magazine.  We have had them before
and they do an outstanding job.  So members come out
and support your new officers and our presenters.

Continued on Page 13
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Charlie Paschal’s Commentaries
Charlie Pascal
comments@askcharlie.com

DOS Really Dead?
Microsoft officially made the break with DOS with

Windows 2000. Although it tried to “fake” out the public
by saying that Windows ME did, it wasn’t true. With
some information off the Web, a true bootup diskette
can be made that will access ME with a floppy.

That’s not true with 2000 and XP, which makes a
true break with DOS – you can’t start either operating
system with a boot disk. You can, though, bootup an ill-
acting system with a boot disk that contains the correct
files out of your root directory.

Both 2000 and XP use an NTFS file system – if you
use the native file system the system expects – that
supposedly can’t be accessed with a floppy. There are
certain floppies – available on the Internet – that can be
used to access NTFS volumes.

Another floppy, also available on the Internet, allows
a user to boot from it to a version of Linux that allows
someone to access and change the administrator’s
password. It’s useful for someone who has forgotten the
administrator’s password.

Knoppix – A Tool for Everyone
One of the greatest tools a computer technician has

over a home user is the access of another computer. A
second computer can be used to access the Internet and
find answers to problems. When a home user’s com-
puter is crippled, it’s very difficult to find answers –
except by telephone.

Although it’s not another computer, a very useful
tool is a Knoppix CD. Knoppix is a version of Linux
that runs from a CD. If you’ve got a broadband connec-
tion to the Internet, such as a cable modem, it automati-
cally senses the connection and gives you access to the
Internet. It usually finds all your hardware, giving you
total access to your files and information. You usually
can copy files to CDs, floppies or Zip disks.

Get Knoppix at www.knoppix.org. It’s a large
download, about 700 megabytes, but it comes in a form
that you can use to automatically make a bootable CD.
If you don’t have this CD, download it (or ask a friend
with a broadband connection to do it for you) as a tool
for a day when Windows won’t start.

Hex, Binary, Decimal Numbers
Ever wonder what people are talking about when

they mention binary and hex numbers? It’s the way
computers talk, and the language they understand. Our
system, of course, is the decimal number system, which
is 10 base. Binary is 2-based, while hex is 16-based.
The binary is where you get the 1s and 0s from because
that’s the only numbers used in that system.

For example, the number 11 in decimal is 1011 in
binary and B in hex. Since 1s and 0s can easily show
numbers from 0-9, hex is used to represent numbers
from 10 through 16, meaning at A is 10, B is 11, etc.
Because binary numbers can get complex, hex is used
because it makes it shorter to write and it’s easier for
humans to remember.

If you ever want to do some conversions yourself
without having to learn the mathematical way of doing it,
use Windows calculator. Go to View and select scien-
tific. Plug in a number in decimal and then click on Hex
or Bin to see the number in that system. For example,
999 is 3E7 in hex. In binary it’s 1111100111. See? You
can remember 3E7 but it’s not as easy to remember the
binary version.

Don’t Forget System Restore
Viruses are always a threat, but did you know that

one can “return” without warning if you don’t turn off
one Windows XP feature when cleaning up from a
virus?

One of XP’s great features is System Restore that
can take your system back to a time when it was running
better. I’ve used it countless times to return an ill-acting
system back to a healthy time.

What if, though, you get a virus? Because System
Restore can contain system settings that will restore the
virus itself, it should always be turned off before you
remove a virus.

To do that:
• Right Click on My Computer and select Properties

and left click. Click on the System Restore tab and
check the box labeled “Turn Off System Restore on all
Drives.”

• Then, clean up the virus and reboot. Don’t forget
to turn System Restore back on after cleaning up the
virus.

Reprinted from:
Palmetto PCC, Columbia, SC
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- Commentary -

- Broadband -
Larry LaRue
larue@uneedspeed.net

I was reading an issue of PC Magazine (June 8,
2004) and one of the editors (Michael J.Miller) com-
mented that the United States was lagging other coun-
tries with the implementation and deployment of broad-
band and was in danger of falling further behind.

Mr. Miller goes on to quote some interesting num-
bers about users that are online and who does and
doesn’t have broadband. He also states that “more than
a third of adults in the U.S. don’t have Internet access of
any kind.”

His ending comment of “That’s some-thing we all
need to work on changing,” leaves a bad taste in my
mouth. First of all his numbers in no way take into
account the fact that for some Internet access is a far too
expensive proposition. His figures do reflect that the
greatest segment of growth is in DSL. I attribute that to
cost reductions by major service providers that com-
peted against cable providers in the same markets.
There is also no mention of the number of people in this
country that do not even have phone service as a basic
utility, which is a precursor to dial-up.

A recent study in the state of Washington
(www.wsha.org/ArchivePolicyPapers/
Policypaper062003.pdf) alone listed 150,000 people
without phone service. Another web site
(www.consumer_action.org/English/PressReleases/
USF_Petition.pdf) says that as many as 500,000 people
were listed in a 2002 database that was frequently
accessed by telecom providers as having poor or no
credit and would probably be denied phone service.
Even more surprisingly are the facts that in a 2001
(www.census.gov/prod/2004pubs/03statab/inforcomm)
census abstract there were 253 Million access lines in
the United States and of that number 112 million were
residential.

Let’s do a little math for Mr. Miller, shall we? Our
phone bills have a fee on it imposed by the FCC. We

can’t say tax, because only Congress can tax, so we
pay a fee call Universal Service. Some of you may know
this by its other name, the Gore tax. My bill shows 57
cents for the Federal Universal Service Fund. Not bad
only a few cents every month but let’s multiply that by
112 million. That amount $63,840,000 would be per
month so multiply by 12 and you will get $766,080,000
every year.

According to the FCC, “The goals of Universal
Service, as mandated by the 1996 Act, are to promote
the availability of quality services at just, reasonable, and
affordable rates; increase access to advanced telecom-
munications services throughout the Nation; advance the
availability of such services to all consumers, including
those in low income, rural, insular, and high cost areas at
rates that are reasonably comparable to those charged in
urban areas.” Well, Mr. Miller, maybe you want all of us
to pony up a few more cents so that your cousin in
Mudville Flatts can have a high speed connection to the
Internet.

I guess your wish just came true because my phone
bill tells me that beginning in July the phone company can
charge an extra 99 cents to recover fees incurred in the
administration of the Universal Service Fund.

Only the Government could figure out that it costs a
buck to collect 50 cents. I’ll let you do the math because
that bad taste in my mouth has went to my stomach, I
am now physically sick.

– Colorado River CC (AZ), July 2004

    FOR SALE   $100      DIGITAL CAMERA

FUJI FINEPIX A200 DIGITAL CAMERA
WITH 2 FLASH CARDS; 1600X1200; ZOOM
2.5X; 1.5 LCD MONITOR; MOVIES AND OR
STILL PICS; INTERNET CONFERENCING;
USB;
EXTRAS THAT DO NOT COME WITH THE
CAMERA, 8 RECHARGABLE BATTERIES
AND BATTERY CHARGER.
             IVAN STILLWELL    255-0674
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Continued on Page 7

From the Birth of Scientific
Computing to Today’s PCs,
Via the Manhattan Project

by Cynthia C. Kelly and Chancellor Gray, Atomic
Heritage Foundation,
Washington, DC
Reprint from the Capital PC User Group • Monitor •

The Manhattan Project, the top-secret effort to build
an atomic bomb during World War II, has been recog-
nized as one of the most significant industrial/technologi-
cal undertakings in the twentieth century. As Richard
Rhodes, Pulitzer-prize winning author of The Making of
the Atomic Bomb, has commented, “The discovery of
how to release nuclear energy was arguably the most
important human discovery since fire.”1 Also significant,
however, was the Manhattan Project’s role in catalyzing
development of high-speed scientific computing.

In a race to develop a bomb before Hitler could, the
Manhattan Project was trying to produce sufficient
quantities of two possible ingredients for a weapon,
enriched uranium and plutonium. Both were “fissile”and
would sustain a chain reaction necessary for an atomic
explosion. However, designing a bomb that would
control a nuclear reaction using each of these ingredients
was a challenge. While the design for enriched uranium
was settled early, the design of a bomb using plutonium
hinged on developing high-speed computing.

Plutonium, recently discovered in 1940, was so
fissile that it could predetonate in a uranium bomb
design. Seth Neddermeyer, a young physicist at Los
Alamos, proposed the idea of an implosion device
where two hemispheres of plutonium are forced together
by a surrounding sphere of explosives lenses. When the
lenses are simultaneously detonated, the plutonium is
compressed and becomes super-critical, yielding an
enormous amount of energy.2

The theory, however, was a great deal ahead of the
practice and technology. No one had studied explosions
in sufficient detail to understand the physics of such an
implosion and how exactly to design a device that would
work with the required microsecond precision. In
August 1944, J. Robert Oppenheimer, the director of

the Los Alamos Laboratory, was frantic to come up with
a workable design and organized an explosions theory
group. This group immediately recognized the need for
extraordinarily complex data analyses.

Without these analyses, there was widespread
skepticism that the “Fat Man,”or plutonium-based
bomb, would work. As testament to this, in the early
spring of 1945 a 200-foot diameter concrete bowl was
constructed to catch the residual plutonium after the
bomb was detonated in the middle. The scientists were
all but certain that it would fail just months before the
first test bomb was detonated at the Trinity site in
Alamagordo, NM. But by July 1945, the scientists had
been able to run calculations on an experimental IBM
computer and gain confidence in the weapon which soon
proved them right, producing an 18.6- kiloton yield.

Computer development had already come a long
way. In early 1943, the wives of the Los Alamos
scientists such as Mici Teller, Jean Bacher, Mary
Frankel, and others were recruited to run the numbers
employing Marchant desk calculators. The scientists
quickly found, however, that the hand calculators they
were using were just too slow to do the job effectively.
So, at the suggestion of Dana P. Mitchell, the Procure-
ment head at Los Alamos, IBM electromechanical office
machines were ordered in early 1944.3

The International Business Machines Corporation
normally sent employees to assemble and explain how to
operate their machines but the secrecy of the Manhattan
Project precluded this. Instead, the Army Corps of
Engineers found a retired IBM repairman in its ranks
and dispatched him to Los Alamos. The machines
arrived before the repairman, however, and the Project’s
scientists let their curiosity get the better of them. Rich-
ard Feynman, a brilliant young physicist, and Stanley
Frankel, another group leader, began tinkering with the
parts and by the time the IBM repairman arrived the
enormously complex machine was almost completely
assembled.4

The combination of the extraordinary inventiveness
of the Manhattan Project team and the complexity of the
problems they faced galvanized the advancement in
computing technology. One historian has noted,“Of the
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many problems put to the Los Alamos computers, none
better anticipated the coming age of massive scientific
simulation than implosion itself: how to calculate the
motion of an inward flowing shockwave.”5

Three of the most significant contributors to the
development of sophisticated, high-speed scientific
computing were Richard Feynman, Nicholas Metropo-
lis, and John von Neumann. Hired by Oppenheimer as a
consultant on hydrodynamics, von Neumann had already
made a name for himself with computing projects
throughout the country. At Los Alamos, he combined
these interests to develop computer programs to deter-
mine the hydrodynamic processes in weapons experi-
ments. The programs were written in design code in
1944, six years before a computer that could run them
was built.6 Such difficult problems were characteristic of
Los Alamos as nowhere else, and, as Robert Seidel
observed, “Los Alamos programs provided a test for
every other computer developed in the interim [before
1950].”7

With the successful marriage of computing and the
Manhattan Project, after World War II scientific com-
puting quickly became one of the essential tools of the
Cold War weapons labs run by the Atomic Energy
Commission (AEC).8 At von Neumann’s request, a
program written to test Edward Teller’s theory of the
hydrogen bomb was run on one of the most famous
early computers, the Electronic Numerical Integrator
and Computer, or ENIAC. The program used ENIAC
at 95% capacity.9 The immense investment of the
Federal government into its computers helped pave the
way for the development of ever more powerful and
advanced computers throughout the next 60 years.

The personal computer industry owes a tremendous
debt to the Manhattan Project for its early exploitation
of the computer’s power.Without the pioneering work
by men like Feynman, Metropolis, and von Neumann at
Los Alamos, the government might not have invested in
high-speed computing and IBM might have stayed
focused on business machines. Instead, thanks to the
demands of scientific computation, we can now carry in
our pocket, courtesy of the iPod, all three billion base
pairs of the human genome.10 That is a remarkable
transformation in the size and power of computational
machines.

REFERENCES:
1 Richard Rhodes, private correspondence
with author.
2 See Richard Rhodes, The Making of the Atomic
Bomb(New York: Simon and Schuster, 1986), pp. 466-
67.
3 Stephane Groueff, Manhattan Project: The Untold
Story of the Making of the Atomic Bomb(New York:
Bantam Books, 1968), p. 239.
4 Ibid., 240.
5 James Gleick, Genius: The Life and Science of
Richard Feynman (New York: Vintage Books, 1992),
p. 181.
6 Robert W. Seidel,“From Mars to Minerva: The
Origins of Scientific Computing in the AEC
Labs,”Physics Today (October 1996, 33-39), pp. 33-
34.
7 Ibid., 33.
8 Ibid.
9 Ibid.
10 Article on Wired.com: www.wired.com/news/
medtech/0,1286,56223,00.html, accessed February
19, 2004.
Contributed to user groups with author permission.
Submitted by Gabe Goldberg, CPCUG,
gabe@gabegold.com.

Manhattan Project ... Continued from Page 6

   FOR SALE  $350 -  COMPUTER 1.4

 1 ATX AMD 1.4 GIG COMPUTER,WITH 3D
SOUND,256K,AND THE    FOLLOWING;
DESIGNER TOWER;(2) 3.5" FLOPPY
DRIVES;(2) 5.5"W X 9.0" SPEAKERS;DVD
DISK DRIVE;CD BURNER 16X10X40X; 40 GIG
HARD DRIVE; 20 GIG HARD DRIVE; MOUSE;
17" MONITOR;GAMES; CD LABLE MAKER;
SOFT-WARE SUCH AS WORD PERFECT-
SUITE 7; ETC

IVAN STILLWELL    255-0674

    **  PRINTER FOR SALE  $50    **

   HP OFFICE JET K60 4-IN-ONE;
   COPPIER, FAX, PRINTER, SCANNER; WITH
   INK KIT, EXTRA INKS, AND CARTRIGES

    IVAN STILLWELL    255-0674
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TIPS ‘N TRICKS
Compiled by: Charlotte Semple, LACS
Reprint from:
The Journal of The Los Angeles Computer Society

Add Animation to Your Signature
Once you’ve mastered HTML formatting in your

signature in Outlook Express, adding an animation to it is
the streusel topping, the adding of which is a piece of
cake. All you really need is a nice animated gif to include
in your signature. To add an animation to your signature
in Outlook Express: Create a signature using HTML
formatting in Outlook Express.

Edit the signature’s .html file to include ‘<img
src=”{path to your animated gif}” />’ (without the outer,
but including the inner set of quotation marks) where you
want to place the animation. Of course, you can use all
the <img /> XHTML tag’s attributes and use Outlook
Express itself to easily create the necessary HTML code
by inserting an image while composing your richly
formatted signature. Make sure the signature animation
is sent together with the emails you send.

Back Up or Copy Mail Files
Trusting your computer is good, but regular backups

are much better. They help you avoid losing any of your
important emails. Here’s how to create a backup copy
of all your Outlook Express folders and messages easily.
Start by opening your Outlook Express Store Folder in
Windows Explorer. Select Edit | Select All from the
menu in this folder. Or, press Ctrl-A. Make sure all files
(including folders.dbx in particular) are highlighted.

Select Edit | Copy from the menu to copy the files.
Alternatively, press Ctrl-C. Open the folder where you
want to keep the backup copies (on another hard disk,
a DVD or a network drive, for example) in Windows
Explorer. Select Edit | Paste from the menu to paste the
files to your backup folder. Alternatively, press Ctrl-V.
You can never have enough backup copies of your
important mail files.

Attach a File in Outlook
Attach, Outlook, attach! Here’s how to send a file

along with your email. Email is more than just sending
text. You can also send files of any type easily. To send a
file as an attachment in Outlook:

Start with a new message in Outlook. Select Insert |

File from the menu. Use the file selection dialog to locate
the file you want to attach. Click on the down arrow on
the Insert button. Select Insert as Attachment. Compose
the rest of the message as usual and eventually send it.

Use Rich HTML Formatting in Your Outlook
Express Signature

If you use fancy formatting in your emails, the
signature does not have to pale beside it. If you send
your emails using rich HTML formatting in Outlook
Express, the signature does not have to pale in plain
letters beside the rest of your message. Email has long
been, and to a large degree continues to be, plain text.
But even if you usually prefer sending simple messages in
plain text, you may want to make use of the formatting
capabilities that Outlook Express puts (literally) at your
fingertips now and then. With these formatting tools, you
can use bold face and custom fonts as well as back-
ground sound, inline images and much more. To use rich
HTML formatting in an email with Outlook Express:

Create a new message via the Create Mail toolbar
button or press Ctrl-N. Select Format from the menu
and click on Rich Text (HTML). Using HTML in your
signature is not as straight forward as setting up a plain
text signature, however. Email signatures are great —
not big, just great. You can put some basic contact
information in your Outlook Express signature, but it can
also contain a witty quotation or some marketing speak.
In Outlook Express, you can have multiple signatures
(one for work mail and one for private messages, for
example).

Identify Your Outlook Express Store Folder
Locate the folder on your hard disk where Outlook

Express keeps your email messages, so you can back
them up easily. All your emails are in Outlook Express,
sure, but they are also somewhere on your disk. Locat-
ing the folder where Outlook Express keeps folders and
messages is not obvious, but it’s not difficult either. To
identify your Outlook Express Store Folder: Select
Tools | Options... from the menu in Outlook
Express. Go to the Maintenance tab. Click on the
Store Folder... button. Make sure you highlight the full
folder location. It’s easiest to click in the location with
the right mouse button and select Select All from the
pop-up menu. Press Ctrl-C to copy the string. Now
that you have the path to your Outlook Express store
Continued on page 9
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****  Scanner for sale  ****

Umax Astra 1220p.
Excellent condition.
All software included.  $40 OBO
Daniel Wadler,  779-2303

folder in the clipboard, it’s easy to go to that folder in
Windows Explorer: Select Start | Run.... Press Ctrl-V
to paste the folder location in the Open box. Click

OK. The Outlook Express store folder will open in
a Windows Explorer window. Finally: Go back to
Outlook Express. Close the Store Location and Options
dialogs with their Cancel buttons.

Close Your Hotmail Account
If you are fed up with all the spam arriving at your

Hotmail account regularly, or if you’re temporarily off to
Austria for a secret mission, Hotmail doesn’t care why
you want to close your account. But it may be one of the
easier exercises on your way to Austria. To close your
Hotmail account: Visit the Close Account page and click
Close Account. If you close your Hotmail account, it
becomes inactive. Say “Goodbye” to Hotmail. (You can
say “Hello again” later).

Restore Outlook Express Mail Folders from a
Backup Copy

Now that you have backed up your mail files from
Outlook Express — you hopefully don’t need the
backup copies. But should you ever need them, here’s
how to restore your Outlook Express mail from a
backup. To import mail folders from a backup copy in
Outlook Express: Select File | Import | Messages... from
the menu in Outlook Express. Highlight Outlook Express
6 or Outlook Express 5 as the email program to import
from. Click Next. Make sure Import mail from an OE6
store directory or Import mail from an OE5 store
directory is selected. Click OK. Use the Browse button
to select the folder containing your backup copy of the
Outlook Express mail store. Click Next. Select either all
folders to import all mail or highlight specific mailboxes
under Selected folders. To restore only the highlighted
folders, click Next. Click Finish.

Tips ... Continued from page 8               Second Copy 2000
              A File Backup Program
Pete Rothermel

In the past, I have used several different file backup
programs. Since I am naturally cheap by nature, I have
tried to avoid paying money for the programs and have
usually downloaded freeware programs. Of course, one
usually gets what one pays for and in all cases I have
been dissatisfied with the results and found the programs
to be not very versatile and somewhat cumbersome to
use.

Recently, I came across a program called Second
Copy 2000 on the internet. This was available as a free
download with a trial period of 30 days. This downloaded
and installed with no problem. For the installation, I used
the Custom rather than the Quick setup. This allowed me
to copy files to a CD-RW with a requirement that any
deleted files on my hard drive would also be deleted on
my CD-RW thus providing an exact copy.

To speed the process, I just copied the files on my
hard drive to CD-RWs so I started off with exact dupli-
cates. I then set up profiles indicating what I wanted to
copy and where, following a Setup Wizard. I set my
configuration for Manual Copying though it could very
easily have been set up for Automatic Copying at any
desired interval.

To test it out, I made a change to one of the graphic
files in a sub/ sub/sub/ folder in my Graphics folder. This
Graphics folder is large (over 400 MBs). After putting the
backup CD-RW in the drive, I started the program,
selected the profile and clicked on Copy. In a fraction of a
second, the program indicated it had finished copying any
changes. As an incremental copy, it was so fast I thought
nothing had happened. On going to view the Log, I found
that the specific change was detailed.

Being the eternal pessimist, I then opened up the file
in Paint Shop Pro and was gratified to see the changes I
had made on the hard drive. I then backed up all my data
files manually in a matter of minutes and will repeat this
on a weekly basis. I am very happy with the performance
so far and, as time permits, will look at some of the other
optional features. In my opinion, it is well worth it.

Cost to permanently register the program is $29.95.
http://www.centered.com/download.html
Reprint from
Temecula Valley (CA) CUG, June 2004
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Just the Other Day

UPS or Oops?

Lee Besing is the owner of Computer Solution
Experts, a consulting firm that provides on-site
service and support for PC computers and networks.

Just the other day I learned that one of my
Uninterruptible Power Supplies was an “Oops” instead
of an “UPS”. First let me explain for those who still think
that “UPS” is the name of a large Parcel Delivery
Service here in the USA, that I’m referring to that little
battery box down on the floor under your desk that
keeps your computer running when the AC power isn’t.
Or at least that is what the theory is supposed to be.

Now you might be asking why I’m using this column
to tell you about the need to own one or more
Uninterruptible Power Supplies (UPS). When I had a
recent power failure during a nasty storm that hit all of
San Antonio the first week of September, one of my
UPS units failed to kick in and my equipment shut down.
I took it over to a battery store on Bandera Road who
tested the internal battery and recommended replace-
ment with a new internal battery for much less cost than
buying a new comparable unit.

Windows, and even the new Max OSX operating
system, does not like to be turned off without following
the normal shut down process. I’ve made a lot of
service calls over the past few years as a direct result of
a Windows system losing power one too many times.
One particular system was a ranch out in west Texas
with unreliable power. However, the primary threat to
his computer was not the power company, it was his 3
year old son who had just figured out how to jerk power
cords out of the wall. Dad had to learn how to buy those
restrainers to protect little fingers from high voltage and
in the process, protect his computer from frequent
power outages.  He also went to town and bought a
large UPS to protect his system during outages caused
by storms or other reasons. My trip out there to reinstall
his Windows operating system plus applications, cost
him much more than the cost of the UPS in the end.

When deciding what size UPS to purchase, bear in
mind this simple guideline. The smaller units will keep a
system up for a few minutes and the larger ones obvi-
ously keep a system up for longer times. The larger the
rating, the longer it is supposed to support your equip-
ment. The actual length of time your system can be
supported by a UPS depends upon how much power
your system will draw from it when running on the
battery. Yes, these little puppies have sealed gel cell
batteries inside them, with circuits to convert the AC
power to DC power and back again to AC power for
your computer.

The larger units (read that more $$) will typically
have more AC plugs on the back side and will include
free software to interface with your PC computer via a
serial cable to allow your computer to be shut down
normally should the software detect that the battery in
the UPS is nearing the end. Larger units normally have
voltage regulation to protect against power fluctuations
(up or down). Some have built in surge protectors, but I
still use an external surge protector in front of my UPS,
and I use other surge protector strips if I have too many
plugs  These batteries have an expected life span of 2-3
years depending upon size, use and other factors. They
should be tested periodically by unplugging from the wall
and see if they keep operating (using non-critical items
plugged into the unit).

I’m not going to get into all of the math involved with
calculating how many amps your computer system is
using. There are other websites for the various UPS
manufacturers (APC, Triplite, etc.) with that helpful
information available. Instead, I’m going to recommend
that you simply buy the largest UPS that you can afford
at the time, and to shop around to compare pricing
before purchasing one or more. I will tell you that laser
printers will typically drain or overload a UPS even
under normal AC use, much less while under emergency
operations. Large monitors will also draw higher amps
unless you have the newer LCD screens.

I personally run several different sizes, each with
their own assignment of what to protect. My smallest
UPS protects my telephone, answering machine and
other low power items.  I use a slightly larger sized UPS
to protect my Amateur Radio (Ham) equipment during
Continued on Page 11
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normal operations so that I don’t risk losing power
during storms while running emergency nets via Ham
Radio. My largest UPS is the 1100va Back-UPS Pro
from American Power Conversion (APC) which I
bought at the bargain basement price of around $120 at
the local Sam’s Club. This unit protects my cable
modem, routers, hubs, monitor and primary computer. I
don’t back up unessential equipment like my speakers,
scanner or printers.

I hope that this column provided enough information
to convince you to go out and buy a UPS to protect
your computer. Think of this as a bit of preventative
insurance to keep from having to call the computer
technician to visit your house after every major storm.
There is much more I could go into about this topic, but
space limitations prevent me from filling the magazine
with all the technical details and gory examples from true
stories to convince you to install a UPS tomorrow.

And don’t forget…if you haven’t updated your anti-
virus program since last month’s article you are at risk of
catching some of the newer viruses that have been
released this month.

Copyright© 1996-2004
Alamo PC Organization, Inc.
San Antonio, TX USA

UPS or OOPS .... Continued from Page 10

    **  PRINTER FOR SALE  $65   **

   LEXMARK X5150 FOR MAC OS, OR
WINDOWS OS ALL IN ONE, COPPIER,
SCANNER, PRINTER AND SENDING FAX.
EXTRA INKS AND CARTRIGES
          IVAN STILLWELL    255-0674

                        TIP
Windows XP — Enable / Disable Firewall

  Open Control Panel and double click on Network
 Connections. In the new box that appears right  click
 on the Connection and click on the Advanced tab.
 Check or uncheck the box according to your desire.

Ask The Expert - File Types
by Charles Oppermann

This column in the August 2004 Issue of Bits
and Bytes contained the following question:

“I used to have Windows Media Player as my
default. For some unknown reason the AOL media
player now shows as the default. How can I get the
windows player back? I have Windows XP.”

Doc replied with instructions on how to use the
“Open with…” feature.  This is good, but in this particu-
lar instance there is a better, easier way.

The problem with the “Open with…” feature is that
it only works on one file type at a time.  An application
like Windows Media Player works with nearly two
dozen different file types, including wave files (.wav),
MP3 (.mp3), MPEG movies (.mpeg,mp2, mp4) and of
course Windows media files (.wma,.wmv,.wmf, etc.)

 It would be tedious to track down all the different
types and individually use the “Open with…” method to
change the association.  Rather, just open Windows
Media Player and from its Tools menu, choose Options.
On the File Types tab, select the files you want WMP to
open, or choose the “Select All” button to have WMP
reclaim all the file types it knows how to handle.

A similar method will work with other media players
such RealOne and QuickTime from Apple.

Charles Oppermann is founder of Copper Software, a
software consulting company specializing in user
interface design and project management. Formerly,
Charles worked at Microsoft as a program manager
for Windows, Internet Explorer and several other
products. He is the author of a best selling
programmer’s book on directory services, Microsoft
Windows 2000 Active Directory Programming
(Microsoft Press). In his spare time, he enjoys writing
his weblog eXPeriences, of tips and commentary (read
more at http://weblogs.asp.net/chuckop).  He also
enjoys flying small planes and hiking the mountains
near his home in the Pacific Northwest with his wife
Anthea.
Reprinted from Bits and Bytes the Online Newslet-
ter of the Tampa Bay Computer Society.
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Don’t Pay a Lot for That PDF
Software

By Ira Wilsker
Reprint from Bits & Bytes, the Online Newsletter of the
Tampa Bay Computer Society

You have probably seen the George Foreman
commercial where he uses the slogan “Don’t pay a lot
for that muffler!” The same slogan can apply to software
as well.

Recently one of my coworkers needed to create a
document in the popular PDF format. He originally
thought that he could simply save his word processor
document in PDF format, but was mistaken. In order to
create files in PDF format, special software is necessary.
PDF or “portable document format” was created by the
software company Adobe as a universal format that can
be viewed by any operating system, and the document
will always appear the same, regardless of any fonts or
software installed on the computer. The file is created as
a “WYSIWYG” (what you see is what you get). Adobe
created the very popular Adobe Acrobat to create PDF
files, and released the free Acrobat Reader for almost
every operating system. Adobe Acrobat comes in
several versions, from the basic standard version to a
professional version with more features, priced from
about $200 to $500. A new version 7 was recently
announced, but is not yet on the market, as I type this.
Acrobat is installed as a printer driver, and any item that
can be printed is saved unchanged as an Acrobat PDF
file by printing to the Acrobat software, just like printing
to a printer. It is extremely easy to use. Make no doubt
about it, Adobe Acrobat is excellent software, and
among the top selling software titles.

For those who want to create PDF files that can be
viewed as intended by the author, there are money
saving alternatives to Adobe Acrobat. While they may
lack some of the features and refinements of Acrobat,
they are far less costly, even to the point of free.

For the past year I have been creating PDF files on
my home computer using a $50 program, PowerPDF
2.0, from Xelerate (www.xelerate.biz). This software
installed easily, and appears as a printer driver. When I

want to save a document, webpage, or other item as a
PDF file, I simply click on print, and select PowerPDF
as the printer. A window opens showing the image, and
allows for the item to be viewed or saved as a PDF file.
Since almost everything I do is routine, and does not
require a lot of fancy manipulation, PowerPDF has
never failed me, and creates perfect PDF files. I have
sent these files to PC, MAC, and Linux users, as well as
those on mainframes, and all have been able to view the
files with the free Acrobat Reader exactly as I created
them with PowerPDF. If I want to email the file,
PowerPDF can email the file to anyone with only a few
mouse clicks. PowerPDF includes some of the features
of its higher priced competitor, including the ability to
embed unusual fonts, compress images, create water-
marks, and other enhancements. PDF files are consid-
ered fairly secure, and tamper resistant, meaning that the
recipient will see exactly what I sent.

There are several freeware PDF utilities, but most
have some form of restriction, such as they put an ad in
the document, sometimes as a watermark in the docu-
ment that appears as a faint ad. For household use this
might not be a distraction, but for business use this
would appear most unprofessional. There is at least one
free PDF writer that does not place an ad in the docu-
ment, CutePDF Writer, available for free at
www.cutepdf.com. According to its website, it can
“Create professional quality PDF files from almost any
printable document. Free for personal and commercial
use! No watermarks! No popup Web advertisements!”
In April, 2004, the magazine Computer Shopper rated it
as one of the “50 best free downloads.” Currently
available as version 2.2, the free download is only 1
megabyte, and quick to download even on a dialup line.
It does require the installation of another free utility,
GNU Ghostscript, a 3mb download, also available from
the CutePDF website, or at www.ghostscript.com.

There are alternative ways to obtain Adobe Acro-
bat, but I want to warn those that may consider the
alternatives that their choice may be illegal. By being
both very popular, and expensive, Adobe Acrobat has
become one of the most widely pirated (illegally copied)
software titles. Typically sold on illicit foreign websites,
and by spam email, these pirated copies in addition to
being patently illegal, are often difficult to install and
Continued on Page 13
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impossible to use, as they generally do not contain valid
registration information. Knowing there is little honor
among thieves, sometimes the genuine looking counter-
feit CD is totally blank, or incomplete, and may also
contain spyware, viruses, and other malware. Of course
Adobe will not provide any support or updates, and the
user may also face criminal prosecution. Some people
who have used a credit card to order such pirated
software not only never received the software (it was
either never shipped or seized as contraband), but have
also found their credit card information abused by the
seller.

PDF Software ... Continued from Page 12

My daughter sent me this, I can’t imagine why.

Editor

Web Addiction Holiday Sing Along!
(Sung to the tune of “Winter Wonderland”)
Author Unknown

Doorbell rings, I’m not list’nin’,
From my mouth, drool is glist’nin’,
I’m happy — although
My boss let me go —
Happily addicted to the Web.

All night long, I sit clicking,
Unaware time is ticking,
There’s beard on my cheek,
Same clothes for a week,
Happily addicted to the Web!

Friends come by; they shake me, Saying, “Yo, man!
Don’t you know tonight’s the senior prom?”
With a listless shrug I mutter; I say, “No, man;
I just discovered laugh-a-lot-dot-com!”

I don’t phone, don’t send faxes,
Don’t go out, don’t pay taxes,
Who cares if someday
They drag me away?
I’m happily addicted to the Web!

Happ-ilyyyyy, ad-dict-eeeed to the Weeeeeb!!! (Yeah!)

Nominations for Officers
We did receive a full slate of nominee’s for the 2005

year at the December meeting / Christmas Party.
They are:
President ....................... Larry French
Vice President ............... Lester Cassel
Secretary ....................... Joan Hefter
Treasurer ........................ Pete Lehotsky
1st Member at Large .......Terry Slane
2nd Member at Large ..... aDan Wadler

They will be installed at the January meeting. Our
thanks to these people for stepping up to the job at hand

With that George announced we were ready to
party.  There were 57 members and guests in atten-
dance.  The food was outstanding with plenty of variety.
George thanked his committee of Joan Hefter, Elizabeth
Nash, Eileen Cameron, and Lester Cassell.

There were several door prizes raffled off;
Microsoft Office Professional Edition, Adobe
Photoshop Elements, Microsoft Digital Image, 6 T-
Shirts and several Instructional CD’s.

The meeting was closed at 8:15pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Joan Hefter, Secretary

Secretary’s Report ... Continued from Page 3
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Newbies Corner

by Jim Hally    B.U.G. member

Paranoia

    Last month I did a column on Spyware. As you
know, it becomes increasingly more difficult to negotiate
the Internet without some sort of intrusion. To step back
a bit, to last month’s column, I can safely say that you
should empty you Temporary Internet Files and the
Cookies within the folder to ease the burden of Spy
Sweeper having to find and report them when you do a
sweep.

   To the chagrin Of Jim T. I will continue to stay on
Dial-Up service for my Internet access until I find a price
I cannot resist. With today’s economy I don’t anticipate
that happening any time soon. Right now I have two
computers networked and will soon have three. In order
to get to three on a network I needed a router. The
router would provide me with a firewall if I had Broad-
band for my Internet access. With the anticipation of
another computer I installed a router. For now the
reason is every once in awhile the crossover cable
connecting the two computers messes up. Of course it
only happens when I NEED to transfer

    Many in the club use Zone Alarm so I thought I
would try the Sygate personal firewall. The reviews
were good and the price was right (free). I disabled
Norton Anti-Virus and started the install. The good
news is coming almost instantly was the fact that Spy
Sweeper found the new program and asked me if I
wanted to finish the install. Aren’t you glad you read last
month’s column? Once I allowed Spy Sweeper to
permit the install I had to restart the computer.

    I was a little disappointed in that Sygate didn’t
allow me to make any adjustments to the settings upon
restarting the computer. I had an icon on the Task Bar
and opened in up with a right click. Once here I clicked
on Options. This presented me with a 6 tabs to choose
my options.

    Under the General Tab I had 4 areas to select
what I wanted. I accepted the defaults but wanted to
look at the other 5 Tabs before I set a Password.

     Network Neighborhood’s Tab was also allowed
to keep its defaults. Under the Network Interface
section of the screen there was a down arrow with
several things to look at. The first thing I saw was NDIS
5.0 driver with the address of the computer.
(192.168.2.105). Below that was the address for
Atlantic.net.

    Under the Security Tab, disappointment reared its
ugly head. I had 19 options but I was allowed to only
check or uncheck 5. Four of the remaining 14 were
checked on the install without allowing me to make any
changes. I associate this with the fact that it is a free
version.

The remaining three Tabs were E-Mail Notification,
Log and Updates.

First Blush

   I consider myself fairly knowledgeable about
computers but this firewall business set me back on my
heels a bit. Maybe the paranoia has set in. Upon seeing
my first Pop-Up Window the first thing I did was block
access to my computer. I was really angry about an
intrusion. Once my blood pressure came down a few
points I realized I had just blocked Live Update from
Norton. I quickly scrambled back to the log and allowed
Norton access.

The Reality

   All told I don’t really think I need a firewall with
dial up service. The cost was free and my level of
anxiety has gone down a bit. I plan on doing some
banking on line and I am just looking for a bit more on
the security side of things. Being on dial up I am not sure
the cost in resources is quite worth blocking intrusions. I
never had much trouble before. I guess I will feel it out a
little more before making a decision.
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City

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before

and after the BUG monthly meeting.
Members interested in helping develop the

newsletter are welcome.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home
call 728-5979 for directions.

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name

Address

Home Phone

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name

State            Zip + 4

Email address

BUG  Officers
Meets the second Wednesday of the month at

the Fee Ave. Library, in Study room 1
Time 6:00 pm to 7:00pm

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM Thursdays

1st & 3rd Thursday at Eau Gallie Library.
All Other Thursdays at Melbourne Library on

Fee Avenue.

Benefits of Membership  In The
Brevard Users Group

Annual Subscription to the B.U.G. Newsletter.
Participation in Special Interest Groups.
Seminars and Workshops.
Fellowship with other knowledgeable computer users.
Stimulating and lasting friendships.

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:30 PM the second and fourth

Thursdays, after the Windows SIG, at the Fee
Ave Library in Melbourne.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to George Rymer at:
grymer@cfl.rr.com.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.
          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)

Meets at 6:30 pm. The 2nd and 4th Thursdays, in
the Fee Ave Library, before the Windows SIG
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Meetings:
Are held at the Melbourne Library
on Fee Ave. the third Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 PM.

       Members
         Helping
          Members

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Mentor Program
 John McNeil      723-5550    AutoCad

 Al Buchanan     728-2789   Works 6.0

 Bob Staples       255-2623     Win9X/XP

 Bill Ranck.         676-3074   Word Perfect

 Rex Cummings 242-9601  Netscape

MOVING?
Don't miss out on any issues of the
BUG Newsletter. Send your new
address to:
Brevard Users' Group
Atn: Treasurer
P. O. Box  2456
Melbourne,  Fl  32902-2456
& e-mail to the Newsletter  at
   newsletter@bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group Directory

BUG Officers

President:
George Rymer                724-6715
president@bugclub.org
Vice President
Jack Nash                      253-2793
vicepresident@bugclub.org
Treasurer:
Pete Lehotsky
treasurer@bugclub.org
Secretary:
Joan Hefter
secretary@bugclub.org
1st Member at Large:
Tom Wojnar                   729-3013

2nd Member at Large:

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:
Oscar Litke                    409-8002
ozk1joy@wmconnect.com

FACUG Representative:
Bill Ranck                       676-3074

Program Director:
Eric Arnold                     254-3423
eric@bugclub.org

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                  837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                  952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                 728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                   724-6715
Chuck Boring                     454-9455
Bob Staples                       255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

PRESORTED STANDARD
U. S. Postage

PAID
Melbourne, FL
Permit No. 102

Brevard Users’ Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Your membership expires on the
date indicated in the upper left of
your address label (YYYY\MM).
Please allow six weeks for
processing the renewal.

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org


