
 January 2008          http://bugclub.org                                             1

Table of Contents

Vol XXVII No. 1                               ISSN: 1076 089X

January 2008

Secretary’s Report, Oriental Salad Recipe ................. 3

What is Net Neutrality ? ............................................ 5

        U   U   U   U   Users
          G          G          G          G          Group

            B  B  B  B  Brevard
Member of the
Florida Association of
Computer Users Groups

DVDInsider - DRM ................................................ 10

Meeting Calendar .......................................................4

Treasurer’s Report .................................................... 3

After Retirement, Who Are You? ............................. 14Would You Sign This Contract ? ................................ 7

         Offical Ballot
         Vote for one in each position
O President: ... Larry French
O Vice President: ... Lester Cassel
O Treasurer: ...  Dave Riches
O Secretary: ...
O Member at Large: ...Dan Wadler

ru XPerienced ? ...................................................... 13

Recover Lost Photos from Smart Card  ..................... 9

Happy Birthday ....................................................... 12

 Prez Sez
The BUG Christmas party was attended by about

60 folks.  A Big Thank You to everyone who helped
with the set up and take apart of the tables and food.  A
great deal of excellent food was consumed, prizes given,
certificates of appreciation given to volunteers.  Every-
one seemed to have a good time. Thanks again to
everyone who helped make the Christmas Party a huge
success!

 There is an opening on the board for the club
Secretary.  This entails taking brief minutes of the
monthly and the Board of Director’s meetings. The club
has purchased a digital recorder to assist in taking
meeting notes.  Club officers do not pay dues while
serving on the Board. If you have any questions or
would like to volunteer, see me or any Board member.

We also need a volunteer to assist Dan Wadler in
procuring speakers for our monthly meetings.

We now have a Windows Vista Home Premium
notebook computer to help in solving problems.  If you
purchase a new computer, chances are you will be faced
with Windows Vista.  It has a somewhat different feel
than XP and other earlier editions of Windows but it is
the operating system being installed on most new
computers.

Take care of each other, Larry French, Prez
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T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400 Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01, on Windows 98se.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the second
Wednesday of the month. Items received after the
deadline will be held for the following month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
E-mail to:   newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Contributing Editor Jim Hally
Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams
Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE

BREVARD USERS GROUP
WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY

  January, 16th, 2008
At 7:00 pm

IN
The Melbourne Library

Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!

ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

                   Computer Service

  6949 W. Nasa Blvd.                       (321) 727-9010
  W. Melbourne, FL 32904      Fax: (321) 253-2292

Web Site: AstroToo.com
EMail: 2@AstroToo.Com

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by:
Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.

The same printer used by many user groups, local
churches, mobile home parks, and many others at
affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743
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What is Net Neutrality? —
An Editorial

By Bruce Jacobs, Editor, Phoenix PCUG, AZ
Editor(at)phoenixpcug.org
www.phoenixpcug.org

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s per-
mission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Usually the articles in the newsletter are very black
and white. The articles tell how to do something, or why
you should backup…  This article deals with a subject
that is more controversial than that. It is my attempt to
explain a subject that is complex and which I can not
discuss without my opinions coming into it. My opinions
do not necessarily represent the opinions of the user
group.

 
So what is Net Neutrality? In simplest terms it is a

movement which has as a goal creating legislation or
federal regulations which will regulate some plans of
some ISPs.

 
The specific plans that are proposed that have

people the most upset is the idea of charging websites
for preferred access to their customers. For example,
they would like to get money from Google and if they do
not they may slow the connection between you and
Google.

 
I have to give some history here to explain some of

what is going on. The Internet was mostly free of
regulations. You can put almost anything up on a site and
people could access it or they can ignore it. Your ISP is
paid to give you access to the internet and does not care
what you do while online unless you share your connec-
tion with your neighbors. There was no spam and very
very few internet viruses.

 
ISPs also “oversold” their connections they knew

that everyone would not try to get online at the same
time so they used formulas to determine how much
infrastructure they would need for each customer. In the
old days this was mostly how many phone lines they
needed for each customer. (How many remember
getting busy signals when dialing in?). Even today, when
browsing the web, typically you go to a site, its contents

are downloaded to your computer. Then the computer
becomes mostly idle while you read the page.

 
Most of the original ISP’s were companies which

had as their primary business providing access to the
internet. They were not phone and entertainment provid-
ers like we have today. Also there was no real conflict of
interest if they were owned by a phone company.

 
Things have changed over time. As dedicated lines

became available, the ISP’s started to separate the
customers into two classes: Business and Home users.
Business customers were likely to use their connection
24 hours a day and use more bandwidth.  The business
customers were charged more for access because of
this. They at first policed this mainly using the honor
system. In some rare cases, they would cut a violator
off.

 
We now have lots of malware on the internet. This

malware has caused lots of problems for the ISPs.
Frequently a customer’s computer would get infected
and would attack the computers belonging to other
customers of the ISP. Computers would get infected and
start sending out millions of spam emails. Or the infected
computer would turn itself into a webserver to host
pirated music or other nasty content. One partial solution
to these problems was to use filters at the ISP to block
this traffic. This was a necessary evil in my opinion.

 
Some people also are considered by the ISP to

have abused the network. All of the above things that
computers can do because they are infected have been
done by customers on purpose. There are other things
customers have done which have resulted in a single
customer using more resources that the average cus-
tomer.  Sometimes these uses are not considered
legitimate by the ISP.

 
Many ISPs have set up limits on how much band-

width a customer can use in a month. I frequently
download software from the internet. Legal downloads
like Linux CDs and trial software. Because of this I am
sure that I frequently use several times the average
amount of bandwidth of the average user some months.
 
Continued on Page 6
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Perhaps I need to step back for a second and
describe some of the costs of business that ISPs have.
They have the typical costs of doing business: buildings,
labor, taxes, electricity, etc.

 
They also have special costs that are almost unique

to ISPs. They pay for the infrastructure that connects
them to their customers (sometimes it is indirectly). The
faster the connection to the customer, the more it costs
the ISP. Frequently in the United States, the hands of the
ISP are tied and the ISP can not easily increase the
connection speed between them and the customer.

 
The ISPs also pay for their connection to the

Internet backbone. This is the part of the internet that
connects all the ISPs together. The cost of this access is
based in large part on the amount of data they send over
the backbone and how fast a connection to the back-
bone they have.

 
Companies like Google, have to make contracts

with ISPs and pay for their bandwidth and connection to
the backbone either directly or indirectly as well.

 
Another revolution is occurring on the internet. This

is the media revolution. New services are coming to the
internet, which are only possible because more and more
users have high speed access. I can purchase music or
other content on line and download it to my computer. I
can listen to an internet radio broadcast of a basketball
game. I can watch a movie from YouTube or a live
broadcast of an event. People are also using their high
speed connections to make free phone calls using
services like Skype. According to ISPs these activities
are putting stress on their networks in ways they had not
planned for.

 
Many ISPs would like to use the filtering tools they

have in place to limit the speed of access to these
services. Critics of these plans point out that the ISPs
have been advertising these same services to the public
for years as a way of driving customers to their high
speed access plans. Whether this is legitimate or not is a
matter of opinion. If these types of changes are made,
customers should be made aware of them so that they
can make informed decisions when deciding which ISP
to sign up with and what plan they want.

 Another change that has occurred is the ISPs have
changed from a business point of view. In today’s
world, ISPs are not generally the small companies that
only provide internet access. They are phone compa-
nies, cable companies, cellular, and entertainment
companies. Access to free phone service, movies and
music is in direct conflict with the interests of the parent
companies.

 
The ISPs would like the right to discriminate against

some of this traffic and let other traffic go through
unimpeded. This would probably be something like
having two lanes of traffic. A fast lane for approved
traffic, and a slower lane for the rest.

 
If you have made it this far, you can understand

some of my opinions on these issues.  You may not
agree with them but the background was needed so you
could understand.

 
I believe that ISPs have some right to regulate the

traffic that is going through their network as long the
primary purposes is to ensure that the network stays
useable and they are upfront about what they are doing
to everyone involved. There is currently no law on the
books that I am aware of that makes this a requirement.

However, no one should have to pay an ISP for
priority access to their customers. I pay GoDaddy every
month for use of a server and access to the internet
based in large part on how many people visit our sites.
We should not have to start sending checks to ISP’s as
well. Because the web is so democratic and diverse is
why the web is as great as it is.  If the ISPs are allowed
to do this in the market where they provide service, they
will not be able to do this with fairness.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author (see e-mail address above).

Net Neutrality ... Contimued from Page 5

Giving money and power to government is like
giving whiskey and car keys to teenage boys.  —

P.J. O’Rourke
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Would You Sign This Contract?
By Rob Rice, a computer specialist living in
Anchorage and a member of the Computer Club of
Oklahoma City
www.ccokc.org
articles(at)isp.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s per-
mission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Ok, here’s the deal; I offer you a big, 56-inch, shiny
new Filch Plasma Screen TV and I will sell it to you if
you will agree to have a camera installed in your home
so I may watch you watching the new television. Sound
fair? You also agree that should you disable or inhibit the
free operation of the camera in any way, you forfeit the
television and your money.  Neither am I responsible for
any damages to your home from the equipment or its use
nor do I guaranty privacy or even that the television will
work.

Would you sign such a contract? Many of us, in a
sense, have already agreed to something like the above
scenario when we clicked on the End User License
Agreement (EULA), the contract that accompanies most
software these days.

It pretty much goes without saying that most of us
do not read EULAs. They are often long, dry, and hard
to understand documents written in a very small type
face and crammed in a tiny window. Even if there is
something bad in it, what are the chances it will have any
real affect? After all “I’m one among millions”.

We may often think of ourselves as just one among
many cattle feeding in the pasture, so “The chances of
lightening striking me are remote”. But lightening did hit
hundreds of folks in the form of a Recording Industry
Association of America (RIAA) lawsuit. Hundreds of
persons have been sued for allegedly downloading music
illegally. For example, RIAA filed a lawsuit against 12-
year-old Brianna LaHara, whose mom had paid a
$29.99 service charge to KaZaA for the company’s
music service, said Brianna, “I got really scared. My
stomach is all turning,” “I thought it was OK to down-
load music because my mom paid a service fee for it.
Out of all people, why did they pick me?” (1)

But what we have learned since Brianna’s case
came to light is that many intellectual property owners
are using eavesdropping techniques to monitor end user
compliance. Whether it’s intercepting data traffic over an
Internet connection or placing spyware on your com-
puter the name of the game seems to be intimidation
through litigation. Of course heavy-handed tactics do
tend to produce mistakes and bad public feeling, such as
RIAA’s disastrous lawsuit where they sued a deceased
great-grandmother who reportedly had never owned a
computer. (2)

But what is interesting is that software that tends to
operate in a dubious manner will typically tell you up
front, or give you some hints in its EULA. Take for
example this classic EULA that was analyzed by Ben-
jamin Edelman back in 2004, he is an assistant professor
at the Harvard Business School and a member of the
Massachusetts Bar. It is Gator, an advertising pop-up
software that often came embedded in weather moni-
tors, organizers and clock synchronizers, (The company
changed its name to Claria Corporation. GAIN stands
for Gator Advertising Information Network) The EULA,
with over 5,900 words of text, informed the user that:

“You agree that you will not use, or encourage
others to use, any unauthorized means for the removal of
the GAIN AdServer, or any GAIN-Supported Soft-
ware from a computer.”

That includes removing it with Adaware or SpyBot,
which listed it as spyware.

“Any use of a packet sniffer or other device to
intercept or access communications between GP and the
GAIN AdServer is strictly prohibited.”

Meaning you cannot monitor what it is doing while it
is on your computer!

Mr. Edelman’s website is a very good resource for
the wary and worth a look, (http://
www.benedelman.org/news/112904-1.html).

Sony has faced some embarrassing headlines as of
late with their music CD’s EULA and rightly so.

Continued on Page 8



 8                   BUG Newsletter                 January 2008

Take for example these observations by the Electronic
Frontier Foundation regarding the contents of the Sony
EULA:

If you file for bankruptcy, you have to delete all the
music on your computer.

· The EULA says Sony-BMG will never be liable
to you for more than $5.00.

· If your house gets burgled, you have to delete all
your music from your laptop when you get home. That’s
because the EULA says that your rights to any copies
terminate as soon as you no longer possess the original
CD.

· You must install any and all updates, or else lose
the music on your computer. The EULA immediately
terminates if you fail to install any update. No more
holding out on those hobble-ware downgrades mas-
querading as updates.

· If you move out of the country, you have to
delete all your music. The EULA specifically forbids
“export” outside the country where you reside. (3)

Most EULAs that I have read place all of the
burden and financial responsibility upon you. You pay
the money, you take the risk, and you take the liability.
The software company decides everything in its favor
and takes no responsibility what-so-ever even for the
software doing what it claims to do! It would seem that
you in effect given up your legal rights in exchange to use
a piece of software.

Ok, so you read the license agreement but the mind
numbing experience had you re-reading the same
sentence over and over and by the time you were done
you felt like the first documented case of someone
having actually died from boredom. What is worse, you
still don’t know what it said! But cheer up, there is help
available. For example, The Electronic Frontier Founda-
tion has a helpful article titled, “Dangerous Terms a
User’s Guide to EULAs” by Annalee Newitz. (4) It
describes some of the more dubious terms found in
some EULAs and what to look out for. Such as:

1. “Do not criticize this product publicly.”
2. “Using this product means you will be moni-

tored.”
3. “Do not reverse-engineer this product.”
4. “Do not use this product with other vendor’s

products.”
5. “By signing this contract, you also agree to every

change in future versions of it. Oh yes, and EULAs are
subject to change without notice.”

6. “We are not responsible if this product messes
up your computer.”

You can also use some of the EULA analyzers that
are available. While they are not a substitute for carefully
reading a user agreement they can be very helpful by
flagging suspect sentences, especially when you have an
insanely long contract such as the over 32,000 words
found at the Central Pacific Railroad Photographic
History Museum’s web site. Figuring this would bring
any EULA analyzer to its knees, I put it through the
Spyware Guide’s on-line EULA Analyzer. (5) It per-
formed beautifully and flagged areas that the Analyzer
thought suspicious, including:

You agree to pay us three thousand dollars per
unsolicited e-mail sent, or prohibited comment posted to
the CPRR Discussion Group, or telephone call and
fifteen thousand dollars per e-mail address added to
your commercial mailing list in violation of the foregoing,
plus damages. The CPRR Museum participates in
Project Honey Pot which allows us to track and help
catch spammers who harvest e-mail addresses from our
web pages.

One analyzer that I have been using for several
months now is the EULAlyzer by Javacool Software
LLC, who also publish SpywareBlaster. This is an
application that is very simple to use, just click analyze
and then drag the application’s pointer over the EULA
and automatically copies it into the program. Click the
“Analyze” button and it gives you its assessment almost
instantaneously.

The EULAlyzer personal is free for educational and
personal use and a Pro version with added features is
also available. (6)

Sign This Contract ... Continued from Page 7

Continued on Page 9
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Sign This Contract ... Continued from Page 10
If you are still not convinced of the importance of

reading the EULA, you might consider this; the folks
over at PC Pitstop (http://pcpitstop.com) decided to see
just how many people read the agreement. In their
EULA they actually offered monetary compensation for
reading the document! It stated:

SPECIAL CONSIDERATION

A special consideration which may include financial
compensation will be awarded to a limited number of
authorize licensees to read this section of the license
agreement and contact PC Pitstop at
consideration@pcpitstop.com. This offer may be
withdrawn at any time.

Unfortunately it took four months before anyone
collected. Doug Heckman was the first person to email
them in 3000 downloads! For his efforts PC Pitstop
gave him $1000. So there you have it, incentive to read
the license agreement!

Reading EULAs can actually be quite an interesting
experience. Read enough of them and you quickly learn
how bold some companies have become in trying to
thwart trade laws. But don’t take my word for it, take a
look at some of the Microsoft, Google, or as the hard-
ware industry attempts to apply the same yoke on its
customers, Lexmark EULAs and see what they have to
say, you may be amazed!

(1) Fox News, “12-Year-Old Sued for Music
Downloading” http://www.foxnews.com/story/
0,2933,96797,00.html

(2) BetaNews, “RIAA Sues Deceased Grand-
mother” http://www.betanews.com/article/
RIAA_Sues_Deceased_Grandmother/1107532260

(3) Electronic Frontier Foundation, “Now the
Legalese Rootkit: Sony-BMG’s EULA”   http://
www.eff.org/deeplinks/archives/004145.php

(4) Electronic Frontier Foundation, “Dangerous
Terms A User’s Guide to EULAs” http://www.eff.org/
wp/eula.php

(5) Spyware Guide’s on-line EULA Analyzer, http://
www.spywareguide.com/analyze/analyzer.php

(6) EULAlyzer, http://www.javacoolsoftware.com/
index.html

This article’s reference to the Electronic Frontier
Foundation should not be construed as an endorse-
ment of the organization by the author. Rob Rice is a
computer specialist living in Anchorage Alaska and
a member of the Computer Club of Oklahoma City.
Rob can be contacted at articles@isp.com.

http://www.spywareguide.com/analyze/analyzer.php
http://www.javacoolsoftware.com/index.html

http://www.benedelman.org/news/112904-1.html
http://www.eff.org/wp/eula.php

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author (see e-mail address above).

Recoving Lost Photos from
Smart Card

by Ron Broadhurst,
Reprint from:
Space Coast PC Users Group, Inc.

When I returned from our summer home in Maine, I
finally got around to transferring the pictures taken there
from the camera Smart Card to my computer. Much to
my chagrin, one of the cards with about 100 pictures
turned out to be unreadable.

I called Olympus, the camera manufacturer, to see if
they could help. They referred me to Zero Assumption
Recovery (ZAR)    http://www.z-a-recovery.com

Zero Assumption Recovery offers among many
other options a free digital camera image recovery
function. There are tutorials available for all of their
functions.

I used the program and was able to recover 94 of
my pictures. As I understand the site, digital pictures are
retrieved free. Anything else, Data, E-mails, etc. you
have 4 recoveries and then you must purchase the
program.
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DVD Insider – DRM
Sometimes the Bad Guys Win for All the

Wrong Reasons

By Andy Marken, Marken Communications
www.markencom.com
andy(at)markencom.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s per-
mission for publication by APCUG member groups.

“On the one hand information wants to be
expensive, because it’s valuable.  The right infor-
mation in the right place just changes your life.  On
the other hand, information wants to be free,
because the cost of getting it out is getting lower
and lower all the time.  So you have these two
fighting each other.”

  Steward Brand, 1st Hackers’ Conference, 1984

Hollywood loves sequels.

They love proving they know what the consumer/
viewer wants.But they really had to reach when they
heard some Doom9er yahoos had not only hacked their
precious AACS DRM (Digital Rights Management)
code. The audacity!

Nothing to do but reach into the archives and take a
page from one of the immortals…Mack Sennett.
Yep…nothing to do but call in the Keystone
Cops…that’ll teach them. Had they hacked it, passed it
around amongst themselves the industry wouldn’t
consider a change. But what good is it to hack some-
thing that is hack-proof if no one knows about it? They
had to share their bragging rights. And they did with
postings at Diggs, on t-shirts and everywhere they could
find the opportunity to expose themselves.

The minute the AACS lawyers got the word
that their DRM had been not only cracked but
posted, they sprang into efficient action…they
sued everyone!  Source – Keystone Studios Archives

You know that wasn’t going to sit well with
Tellywood’s guardians !

Take It Down Dude
They sent in their best armed with cease & desist

letters to anyone, everyone who posted the elegant 32
digit code. Great…another riot on the Web !

We need to note that creative people need to be
paid for their work…writers, artists, animators, actors,
makeup artists, best boys, post production folks,
underwriters and yes even studio execs.

No pay…no play !
The problem is the world doesn’t want content

protection.  Consumers don’t want content protection.
Hell…they aren’t too happy people are buying each
other off to keep two blue formats alive! All they want
to do is watch the content when they want…where they
want…how they want.

AACS had a better idea.
You want a copy to watch on your TV…buy it.
Want a copy to take to your cabin…buy it.
Want a copy to shut the kids while you drive to visit

gramma…buy it.
Want a copy in the family room and bedroom…buy

it.

Tellywood knew a gentler, kinder security solution
wasn’t the answer.  Tried that with CSS (Content
Scrambling System).  Sucker was busted before the ink
was dry!

Slow Acceptance of New

So what if  DVD took off like a rocket!
The technology shot past every PC/CE technology

in consumer sales…ever. Even with multiple formats,
people snapped up players and burners. Discs flew onto
the shelves and out the doors like crazy. And a huge
underground pirate industry grew…trust us, these guys
know pirates!

Hollywood has spared no time or expense in
tracking their loss of content.  They know precisely
how quickly ripped off copies will be in the hands of
the buying public.  True most of it comes from India
and China but still there are those pesky hackers
who have to learn a lesson…the hard way!

Source – Walt Disney
Continued on Page 11
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HighDef was their opportunity to get back in con-
trol. The new DRM was impressive… Ok so maybe
industry officials – music, theater – knew it was a bad
idea but still…

The music and motion picture industries speak
in whispers about the fact that DRM isn’t working.
Problem is they haven’t figured out a way to
simplify the process, procedure and still ensure
they are properly compensated.  That’s still a work
in progress.  Source – JupiterResearch, BBC

Ok so the real pirates weren’t worried after all they
go to the source to get their content…keep their mouths
shut…keep a low profile…make money.

Doom 9ers?  They have no lives. They want brag-
ging rights. The fact that the 32-character sequence is
useless is of no consequence. After all you need to write
a complete program around it to start copying HD
movie discs.  The key only unlocks movies made before
April.

So who benefits?
Aaahhh… AACS lawyers.
Oh yeah and the bragging rights folks.

Download Practicality

They could also post the movies on the Web instead
of making us rip our own copies but... A 2-hour HD
DVD download over DSL takes about 3 days. Cable
18-19 hours. Fiber about 2.5 hours. Maybe that’s why
video downloads are still “a work in progress”

While digital downloads of movies gets a lot of
attention as the solution for entertainment of
tomorrow, consumers just haven’t bought into the
idea yet…even early adopters.  It will probably be
one of the viable options in a couple of years but
until then people still want their discs.

Source – CEA

Will it happen?  Sure.
But most consumers don’t want the hassle.

The entertainment options are out there but
regardless of age more than 50% of consumers will
either go to the theater or pick up a disc to watch
at home.    Downloads?   All in due time.  Source –
Parks Associates

All folks want to do is watch their real world escape
movies...or their educational shows…or their documen-
taries. They don’t want to jump around these beautiful
new discs to watch all the outtakes…director’s
comments…interactive games…online updates!

They want to … watch the movie !!!

People don’t really want to be technology trouble-
shooters on top of their regular job…even if their regular
job is IT. So what was so great about the Doom9ers
efforts and the AACS Keystone Cops response? The
kids showed the industry – content creators, hardware/
software folks – that the money-making AACS DRM
was little better than CSS.

Fortunately the blue technology hasn’t taken off like
the proverbial rocket ship so the industry can make a
course correction without ticking off millions of folks
who laid out big bucks for their players and movie
libraries.

Won’t as long as there are super-cheap DVD
players and a gazillion of decent quality movies on DVD
to buy…rent…rip !

While hackers show their prowess by cracking
the new AACS DRM, consumers are still content
to watch their movies on current DVDs.  Despite
the hype and noise, it will take years for HD DVD
and BD to become the viewing solution of choice.
Source – CEA

Better Solutions
One of the best – and most expensive – solutions is

watermarking (see Wikipedia).  When you buy or rent
the content it is coded to you.  If it finds it’s way “into
the channels”…busted! There are a lot of technical and
cost issues involved so it will probably never emerge
from the lab.

Continued on Page 12

DRM ... Continued from Page 10
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Shades of Valenti
Since the DVD CCA (Copy Control Assn) lost in

court they figured what the H*** they’ll do what gov-
ernments’ do…legislate !

Cute little amendment for “their” license would say
your stuff – movie or game – wouldn’t work unless there
was a disc in the system…sheess  !!!

We were so certain Jack Valenti had been put to
rest.  We now believe in unholy spirits…exorcism
anyone?

The best solution and the one Sennett and his people
should ultimately agree is good is Mandatory Managed
Copy.

Don’t get your undies in a bunch…it only sounds
restrictive. With Managed Copy you buy the disc and
watch it. Want to play it on your TV top player…done.
Send it around the house to watch everywhere…done.
Need a copy to take with you in the car to shut the kids
up or to take with you on your business flight…done.

There is even a formula for secure copy electronic
distribution when the pipes beef up or you become a lot
more patient. Gee…it works for the consumer…and the
content folks !

Consumers Aren’t Evil

Of course the AACS will say that all of those
devious consumers are going to knock-off copies and
give them to their friends…neighbors…family mem-
bers… Some might. But my gawd most folks never
made a copy of their VHS tapes or DVD’s. You may
like them but take the time, trouble, expense to rip 2-3
copies?   Nope!

Oh sure Doom9ers and a few acne-infected kids
might to make a few bucks. But have you looked at the
cost of the burners?  The media?  Expensive at least for
another year!

Doom9ers will still say it’s restrictive.
Remember…consumer content wants to be free! But
they don’t care a monkey’s armpit about the consumer.
Or the content owner. All they want to do is brag about
something…anything!

Consumers?
All they want to do is buy, rent their movies and

watch them where they want…how they want…when
they want.

Doom9 Benefit
By muddying the waters with their hacking expertise

before a gazillion HighDef players and discs were in the
market, Doom9ers made Tellywood and the PC/CE
industry rethink their solution. Managed Copy suddenly
looks very appealing. A helluva lot more appealing
than having to carry your one disc with you every-
where!

If and when the gentler, kinder solution is imple-
mented, will the AACS lawyers still have a job?

They can turn on the pirates who quietly follow
content producers who make the big bucks selling
bootleg discs on the sidewalks, street corners and thru
the mail. They can tighten up their internal security and
make it more difficult to get to the content.

By developing an efficient, effective and
consumer-friendly DRM solution, Hollywood will
be able to turn their attention to more important
things like keeping pirates from boarding early.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author (see e-mail address above).

DRM ... Continued from Page 11

Happy Birthday
The transistor, the ubiquitous building block of all

electronic circuits, was 60 years old on Sunday,
December 16th.

The device is jointly credited to William Shockley
(1910-1989), John Bardeen (1908-1991) and Walter
Brattain (1902-1987), and it was Bardeen and Brattain
who made the first working point-contact transistor on
16 December 1947.

For the complete story go to:
http://tinyurl.com/2z89go
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ru XPerienced?
By Lee Reynolds, a Member of the Boca Raton
Computer Society, Inc., FL
www.brcs.org
leetutor(at)earthlink.net

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s permis-
sion for publication by APCUG member groups.

Yes, the title of the column is a play on the old
song by Jimi Hendrix. But in this case, what is being
asked is this: do you know everything you need or
want to know about Windows XP?

If not, then join me in learning all about it together...

OWNERSHIP AND RESTRICTIONS
If you have ever had a corrupted user profile and then

had to create a new account, when you tried to access the
folders or files used by the old account in order to transfer
them to the new one, you might have encountered a
problem: Windows won’t let you. Or, you might have had
to reinstall XP over itself and establish new accounts.
Even if all names, passwords, and settings are identical to
the previous ones, you will not be able to access the old
ones because each account is given a new SID (Security
ID) and Windows compares the SIDs and not the account
names.

If you take ownership of the old folders or files, as
explained in the following article from the Microsoft
Knowledge Base, you should be able to access them:

http://support.microsoft.com/kb/308421

HOW TO: Take Ownership of a File or Folder in
Windows XP

You must be logged on as an Administrator to take
ownership. If you’re running Windows XP Home Edition,
you must first start in Safe Mode and log in as an Admin-
istrator. Otherwise, you won’t be able to access the
Security tab of a file or folder’s Property page. Also
Simple File Sharing must be disabled. (Other articles in this
series detail how to boot to Safe Mode and disable Simple
File Sharing.)

In order to take ownership of a folder, start up My
Computer or Windows Explorer, right click the folder, and
then choose Properties from the Context Menu that scrolls
out.

Click the Security tab of the Property page that
opens, and click OK on any Security message that
appears.

Click the Advanced button, then click the Owner tab.

In the Name list, click whatever is appropriate to the
case: your user name, Administrator if you are logged in
as Administrator, or the Administrators group.

If you want to take ownership of the folder, click to
put a check mark next to Replace owner on
subcontainers and objects.

Click OK. A message appears:

You do not have permission to read the contents
of directory <folder name>. Do you want to replace
the directory permissions with permissions granting
you Full Control?

All permissions will be replaced if you press Yes.

Click Yes.Then click OK and reapply any permis-
sions or security settings you want for the folder and its
contents.

The method for taking ownership of a file is quite
similar to the case for a folder. Again you must be logged
on as an Administrator.

Right click the file you want to take ownership of,
and click Properties from the Context Menu that scrolls
out. Click the Security tab, click OK on any Security
message that appears, click the Advanced button, and
then click the Owner tab.

In the Name list click the appropriate item (as above,
for folders.)

Now you can reapply any permissions and security
settings you want to the file.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author (see e-mail address above).
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After Retirement, Who Are You?
By Gabe Goldberg, Advisor, Region 2; Columnist,
CompuKISS.com
Gabe(at)gabegold.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s per-
mission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Retirement — even temporary job loss — can
trigger discomfort with one’s changed identity. Espe-
cially for those who have been strongly career oriented,
the simple question, “What do you do?” can lead to
fumbling for an answer. And when socializing or doing
business or volunteering, it can be awkward not having
the usual trappings of the grown-up world such as
business cards.

Though called “business cards”, they’re hardly
restricted to that context. Stay-at-home spouses,
volunteers, and other folks often need a quick way to
provide identification and contact information such as
email address or Web site URL. They can also list
concise emergency information and instructions such as
medical history, allergies, medications, and someone to
contact.

But with modern proliferation of such data —
landline telephone number, cell phone number, instant
messaging screen name, LinkedIn or other social
networking Web site address, Skype number, etc. —
it’s a challenge conveying one’s whole story quickly.

Designing and purchasing cards the traditional way,
using a real-world printer, can be a nuisance or daunting
challenge, not to mention expensive. And personally
printed cards — whether laser or ink-jet — never seem
quite as polished. For an online alternative, visit
VistaPrint, <www.vistaprint.com>, a user-friendly and
economical source of personalized cards and many
other customizable products.

Among VistaPrint’s many attractive bargains is the
opportunity to order 250 cards for free, paying only
shipping. The small “catch” is that there will be a small/
tasteful VistaPrint ad on the cards’ back. But for a small
fee, the ad can be omitted. And larger quantities can be
ordered for rates far below those of local print shops.

These bargain cards aren’t limited to boring just-the-
facts designs; more than 40 backgrounds cater to the
most serious or the most fanciful among us. My cards
are businesslike, while my wife’s show a more flowery
and artistic personality. Having browsed the site’s design
spectrum I occasionally recognize fellow VistaPrint
customers from their cards! More elaborate designs are
available at slightly higher prices and custom designs can
be uploaded to the site.

VistaPrint runs occasional sales and promotions,
during which other products (sticky notes, T-shirts, desk
calendars, invitations, announcements, notepads, letter-
head, etc.) are offered for just the cost of shipping or at
greatly reduced prices. I’ve gotten essentially free
personalized rubber stamps and refrigerator magnets
showing my business card design. And the site offers a
small bonus for referring new customers.

A very convenient feature is the site remembering
details of orders for reuse or modification. So when I’ve
moved or changed contact information, I haven’t needed
to redesign my cards from scratch: I simply update the
information and reorder.

Having cards handy in pocket or purse eliminates
having to scribble contact information on scraps of
paper, and avoids someone having to later puzzle what’s
written. One warning applies, though: Consider how
much information to reveal. Telephone number and email
address, perhaps with city and state, may suffice without
compromising privacy.

This article from the CompuKISS Web site,
www.compukiss.com, is copyrighted by Gabriel
Goldberg. It may be reproduced, for single use, or by
nonprofit organizations for educational purposes,
with attribution to CompuKISS. It should be un-
changed and this paragraph included. Please e-mail
gabe(at)gabegold.com when you use it, or for per-
mission to excerpt or condense.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author (see e-mail address above).
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Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name _________________________________

Address ___________________________________

Home Phone ________________________________

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name _________________________________

City ______________________________________

State _______  Zip + 4 ________________________

E-mail Address ______________________________

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

Moving ?
Don’t miss out on any issues of the BUG Newsletter
Send your new address to:
Brevard Users Group  Att: Treasurer
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456
And e-mail to the Newsletter and Treasurer at:
newsletter@bugclub.org
treasurer@bugclub.org

Afternoon Meeting
An afternoon meeting is held on the first

Monday of the month at 2pm, in One Senior
Place,  8085 Spyglass Hill Rd, Viera.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.

BUG  Officers
Meets the second Wednesday of the month at

the Fee Ave. Library, in Study room 1
Time 7:00 pm to 8:00pm

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

E-mail:  rschmidt@cfl.rr.com

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM Thursdays

1st & 3rd Thursday at Eau Gallie Library.
All Other Thursdays at Melbourne Library on

Fee Avenue.

          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 2nd and 4th Thursdays, in
the Fee Ave Library, before the Windows SIG

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before and

after the BUG monthly meeting.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home.

Call 728-5979 for directions.

LINUX SIG
Meets on the Second and Fourth Tuesdays in

the small conference room at the
Melbourne Library on Fee Ave. 7:00 pm

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:30 PM the second and fourth

Thursdays, after the Windows SIG, at the Fee
Ave Library in Melbourne.
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Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Meetings:
Are held at the Melbourne Library  on
Fee Ave. the third Wednesday of the
month at 7:00 PM.

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Your membership expires on the date
indicated in the upper left of your
address label (YYYY\MM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the
renewal.

BUG Officers

President:
Larry French                   837-0962
president@bugclub.org

Vice President
Lester Cassel
vicepresident@bugclub.org

Treasurer:
Tom Butler                       242-9869
treasurer@bugclub.org

Secretary:
Erich Dalton
secretary@bugclub.org

Member at Large:
Dan Wadler

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                    837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                    952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                   728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                  724-6715
Chuck Boring                   454-9455
Bob Staples                      255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

Tom Butler                     242-9869
geotbutler@juno.com

FACUG Representative:
Open

Program Director:
Dan Wadler

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:

Linux SIG
Chris Crisafulli


