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By George Rymer

| would liketo thank all of you who attended the
January Monthly Meeting, and | hopeyou enjoyed
Ed McEwen's presentation and demonstration of
Adobe's" Photo Shop Elements'. | think hedid a
gresat job and for those of you who did not attend
the meeting, you missed agood show.

| have mentioned thissubject at numerous
Windows SIG mesetingsand now I'll putitinwriting.
Edisanordinary guy likeall therest of us, that
belongto theclub. Hereally isn't Ordinary though,
heisExtraordinary ! Why do| say that? Because
herallied to my request, to all of you, to shareyour
knowledgewiththeclub at large. Becauseheisa
good person, ateam player who hasadegree of
knowledge about asubject most of usknow very
littleabout, but aremorethan just alittleinterested
in. Hegave up histimeand put forth the effort to try
to enlighten the membership on the subject that he
knowsabout. | know there are those of you out
therethat possessknowledge and skillson different
subjects, like Ed, and | would like to see some of
you comeforward and share your knowledge.

My wages hereintheclub are pretty low, but I'd
surefed likel got apay raise, if someof youwould
"Takethebat and step up totheplate”, or "Grab the
bull by thehorns' and help out your fellow club

members. It'satwo way street folks, GIVE and
take. Think about it and don't be shy, weareall
friends.

The January meeting wasthe beginning of the
new policy of having adoor prizeeach month for
"club membersonly”. We gave away 2 piecesof
software, "Homeand Business Attorney™ & "Will
Power". Therewill be more next month. We hope
to seemoreof you at the meetings.

Valentines Day, February 14
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T HE NEXT MEETING
OF THE
BREVARD USERS GROUP

WILL BE ON
FEBRUARY 20, 2002
AT 7:00 pm
IN
Melbourne Library
Visitors welcomel!
There will be a drawing
for Door Prizes!
You must be a member

and present to win!
Check the Web Sitefor next program at:

http: //mww.geocities.com/bug_club/
index.htm

Full Service Printing
&
Copy Center

(321) 242-7766

Fax (321) 255-2852

2330 N. Wickham Rd., Suite 11
Melbourne, Florida 32935
e-matl: 1stchoice@iw.net

For Sale
Printer - Citizen 200 GSX Dot matrix, complete
with manual. $20.00 OBO. and,
For Free
For the Historians and Tinkerers a complete
Sinclair ZX-81Computer with Mindware printer.
Call Jack Nash @ 253-2793

B

February 2002



Secretary’s report
By Daryl Trapp

January 16, 2002

President George Rymer opened the meeting
and said that aCD-ROM containing all the 2001
Newsd ettersisplanned. Herequested that we keep
our e-mail address up-to-date; see Ted Glaser.
Heremindsusthat new ideas/topics/demosare
alwayswelcome. Seethe back of our newd etter for
info. of our club officersand S.I.G.’s

BUG member Rick Arnettisill at Holmes
Regiona Hospital and your prayersand blessings
would bewelcomed.

Jack Nash motioned that we approve year 2001
club officersberetained for year 2002. Themoation
was seconded, and approved.

Rex tellsusthe D.O.M. are Shuttle pix and agame-
2disksfor $1.00

Jm Clear warnsusof anti-virusloopholes:
Inoculonisnot effectiveand Norton and McAfee
need updatesfor the Magister virus. Search Google
for Pandaanti-virus. Use GoBack after reading e-
mall.

Thefollowing tipswereoffered: Gamesthat
leave'traces may need new video drivers, AOL
problems my be dueto Javascripts, open HP Inkjet
- turn power on/off if the cartridge does not position
itsalf toreplaceit. IRQ conflictsmay blank icons
froman Activedesktop, ALWAY S photocopy
rebate offersbeforemailing.

Member Ed M cEwen showed us Adobe Photo
Elements. Version 1.0 costs $99.00
You can edit Imageswith Enlarge, Exposure, Fill,
Flash. Use‘clone’, 'sponge’ , ‘ smudge
and ‘ saturate’ featuresto touch up photos.

Two club memberswon door prizes: Will
Power and Power of Attorney

B
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Update-Kim Komando
by John Williams, Bug member

TheKim Komando talk radio show, whichwas
previoudy mentionedin an earlier issueof theBUG,
asbeing on Orlando 580 AM radio station, isnow
being carried on our local Melbourneradio station,
WMMB 1240 AM. Listento the show, Saturday
mornings 10amto 1pm.

Kim Komando hostsone of the Top-10 Most
Listened To Radio ProgramsintheU.S,, theKim
Komando Show.

Her weekly syndicated columnisfeaturedin
morethan 100 top newspapers, and you can also
read her in-depth articlesin Hearst’s Popular
M echanics M agazine, where she’ sthe Computer
Editor:

Also check her web pageat :
http://mww.komando.com

B

Hoax Alert
By Ted Glaser, BUG Member
Sulfnbk.exe Warning

The Sulfnbk.exe Warning message has been sent
out by email. It isahoax and should beignored. The
virusdoesnot exist. A hoax isusually anemail
messagethat getsmailed in chainletter fashion
describing anunlikely typeof virus.

Whilethisparticular email messageisahoax, the
filethat ismentioned inthehoax, Sulfnbk.exe, isa
Microsoft Windowsutility that isusedtorestore
longfilenames.

If you get an email messagethat mentionsthe
Sulfnbk.exevirusand asksyou to deletethe
Sulfnbk.exefileand forward thewarning to every-
oneinyour addressbook, pleaseignorethe email
message and deleteit.

For completeinformation about the
Sulfnbk.exe hoax and sample Sulfnbk.exeemall
messages, point your browser to:
http:/Aww.symantec.com/techsupp/VURL .cgi/
nav112

B
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ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

Computer Service & Training

6949W. Nasa Blvd. (321) 727-9010

W. Melbourne, FL 32904  Fax: (321) 253-2292
Web Site: AstroToo.com

Treasurer’s Report EMail: Astro@AstroToo.Com

by Ted Glaser
Account Balancesasof 16 JAN 02 NEW LOCATION!
Checking Acc't $541.66 1 1
DDDW Savings 1,536.96 e 8 Formerly
’ l,;H‘l" A
Petty Cash 251.60 . gauGel ﬁ%
.E- arna Rd. H (=] -
New Members: Welcome Aboar d! 5 - .  Wholesalers
) = E fin
f: Map Not -
Adamiak, J- #1167 & Dawn  § B E
J‘E} To Scale =
- . E
Thefollowing haverenewed: eir|  US 192 B
Thanks: To Paim b I

Arleo, J- #1036
Amerding, H - #1040
Buckley, L - #1103
Butler, G - #958
Cillis, T - #1039
Cummings, R - #364
Hefter, J- #1148
Hinkle, G- #672
Manion, J- #980
McEwen, E - #910
Miller, F - #994
Roque, E - 809
Schmidt, R - #542
Thieryung, M - #1069
Trapp, D - #983
Wilson, L - #1044
Wood, L - #359

President’s Day February 18
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That New Holiday Computer
by: Ira Wilsker email iraw@apcug.org

Thisholiday season, many of you are
giving or receiving acomputer asagift. They make
grest, but pricey, gifts. Generally, they work fineout
of thebox, but arelackingmany useful software
productsand peripheras. With many of theloca
retailershaving both pre- and post-Christmas sales,
there will likely be someuseful goodiesavailableto
go aong with the new holiday computer (or the not-
S0-new one previously owned).

Most new computersdo not comewith any
meaningful virusprotection. Viruses, andtheir
cousinswormsand Trojans, have been the most
frequent topicinthiscolumn. At COMDEX last
month, one of theleading publishersof antivirus
software stated to our group that fully 40% of
household PCstotally lack any virusprotection, and
another 40% haveantivirus softwarethat ismore
than amonth out of date. Since dangerousviruses
arebecoming an even greater threat, good antivirus
softwareis imperative. Someof the better programs
can be scheduled to auto-update asoften asdaily
(strongly recommended). | use PandaAntivirus
Platinum, whichisavailablefrom someof theloca
storesor online (http://www.pandasoftware.com),
and haveit scheduled to auto-update at 8 p.m.
every evening. Asl have stated many timesbefore,
check the Sunday sale booksfor bargainsonthe
software, asthemgor titlesarefrequently available
very reasonably, or for free, after rebates.

Another very useful item for anew computer is
good Internet access. Locally, broadband (high
gpeed) Internet serviceis available, along with some
excellentloca Internet service providers(I1SPs).
WehaveDSL servicewiddy (but not universally)
availablefrommost of our local 1SPs, and the new
cableInternet serviceisbeing heavily advertised.
While somewhat pricey, broadband can easily spail
anyonewho hasever tried it. Despitethegrowing
avallability of broadband, traditiona dialup serviceis
still far more popular duetotypica price advan-
tages, and thefact that broadband istill not univer-
sdly available. Thelocd | SPsgenerdly offer supe-
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rior and faster servicethan the heavily advertised
nationa providers, usually at amuch lower price.
Eveninthesamepricerange, thelocal | SPstypically
offer better servicethan thebig national providers,
whichiswell worthit. Consider signing up the new
computer and itsowner with alocal | SP or broad-
band provider, and enhancethe users computing
experience. If broadband is purchased, then also get
afirewall. Thisrestrictsunauthorized accessfrom
hackers. Severa commercial titlesareavailablein
thelocal stores, and some new antivirussoftware
includesafirewall, but also consider ZoneAlarm,
fromwww.zonelabs.com. Itisavailablefor freefor
personal use.

Good peripherasdo not haveto cost alot of
money. Thereisnothing morefrustrating for a
computer user than having abalky mouse. M ost of
thetimeit isnot the mouse, but the mouse pad, or
lack of amouse pad. Some of the mouse pads
included with new computersareterrible. Buy the
new computer adecent mouse pad, preferably one
withawrist pad. My persond favoriteistheBelkin
mouse pad withthe* gel” wrist pad. Itiscomfort-
able, and worksvery well. Thegel pad reduces
strain and stressonthewrist, andistypicaly avail-
ablefor under $10. Again, watch the Sunday sale
books; they are oftenin therewith asubstantia
rebate, even free after rebate. | bought onefor
myself and each of my children.

Most micearemechanical, and contain aball
and somerollers. A little preventative or routine
mai ntenance can avoid acommon frustration. If the
mouse pad isdirty, or picksup moisture and body
oilsfromtheuser, themousewill work erratically.
For under adollar, abottle of alcohol and some
cotton swabs can be used to clean the ball and
rollersinafew minutes, restoring themouseto
pristine operating condition. Look at the bottom of a
mechanica mouse, and therewill bean arrow
showing how to removetheball. Cleantheball with
an al cohol-dampened paper towel, and then use
some a cohol-dampened swabsto removethe
obviousdebrisoff therollers. When dry, reassemble

themouse. Finish up by cleaning thepad withthe
Continued on Page 10
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Windows XP: Why You Oughta

Upgrade
By Carl Sechert, Co-Author, Microsoft Windows
XP Inside Out

Why upgrade? At the meeting, several people
commented that we didn’t show thekiller feature or
theclear benefitsof upgrading, especially from
Windows 2000. That’'sbecause, IMO, thereisn’'t a
distinct knock-your-socks-off feature/benefit.
Instead, there are anumber of minor enhancements
that, collectively, makeWindows XPacompelling
upgradefor me. Wetried to dash through them but
perhapsdidn’t adequately demonstrate the benefit.
Here'sabrief summary of my favorites:

* Stability. Windows X P hastheahility toruna
large number of appswithout running out of re-
sources, without crashing. (If you' rerunning Win-
dows 2000, you adready havethis, sothere’'sno
gain.)

* Security. Thisisahugetopicthat | can’t
adequately cover inafew sentences; sufficeto say
that security of your dataand your privacy in
Windows X Pisleapsand boundsbeyond anything
availableinWindows9x. (Again, if you have Win-
dows 2000, you aready have most of the security
capabilitiesof WindowsXP)

* Ul enhancements. A variety of changesin
Start menu, taskbar, Windows Explorer, and Con-
trol Panel make everyday tasks such aslaunching
programs, switching between windows, and manag-
ingfilesjust alittlebit faster, easier, and more
convenient. Thesefeatures can each be customized,
S0 you can usethe onesyou like and change others
back to Windows 9x/2000 style. (Similarly, you can
bani sh the new ook of Windows XPwhiledtill
enjoyingitsother benefits.)

* Fast User Switching. Great for shared com-
puters, FUS|ets someoneelselog onwithout
requiringyoutofirst closeall your documentsand
applications.

* Power management. Standby and hibernation
let me save power (on desktop PCsaswell as
portables) yet ftill havefast boot time, bringing me
right back towherel left off. (Thatis, al thewin-
dowsthat | left open when the system powersdown
arealready openwhen | power up.)

* Digital photo support. | wasnever afan of
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digita photography until | got XP becauseit was
such ahasslebefore. But the support for cameras
and scanners, aswell asthefeaturesbuiltinto
Windows Explorer for viewing, printing, e-mailing,
and manipulating imageshave actually madeit fun
and practical towork with photosin new ways.

* Remote Assistance. Theability to actually see
and work with someone el se'sscreen while con-
versing with them throughtext, voice, and video chat
isakiller featurefor anyonewho’'slooked uponasa
computer guru and getscallsfor support from
relatives, friends, and neighbors. (I suspect that
includesmost User Group members!)

* Remote Desktop. Theability to connect with
my home computer from the office (or viceversa) is
awesome. It looksand actsexactly asif I'mat that
computer fivemilesaway, and | haveaccesstoadl its
files, printers, and other resources. And likeremote
assistance, it'sacceptably fast if you have broad-
band Internet access. | also useit to work with other
computerson my own LAN; that’ssometimeseasier
than hopping back and forth between two comput-
ers.

* Better help. It'seasier to navigate, integrates
information from the Microsoft Knowledge Base,
andincludeslinksto anumber of diagnostictools.
(Of course, it doesn't havedll theanswers. You still
need our book!)

Thereare dozensof other enhancements—abuilt-
inCD burning, built-inZIPfilesupport, Windows
MediaPlayer, Movie Maker, etc. etc.—but those
listed above arethe onesthat | personally find
ussful.

What'sWrong with XP?Not Much

What’ swrong with Windows X P, we promised
totalk about “what bites’ but somefelt wedidn’t
deliver. That'sbecausethereredly isn't much |
don'tlike; heresmy full list:

* Windows product activation (WPA). | didike
iton principle, butin practiceit’snot aproblemfor
meor for most users. It'sanonymous, and it'sa
one-timeoperation that involvesclicking Next afew
timesto get through awizard—and then you never

Continued on Page 11
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Installing new components
by Vinny La Bash, viabash@home.com
Member of the Sarasota Personal Computer
Users Group, Inc.

Yearsago, when | decided it wastimefor a
new PC, | built my own. Inthosedaysit was
possibleto save hundreds of dollarswith a*home
brew.” When yousuccessfully booted up for the
veryfirsttime, “TheThrill of Victory” took ona
meaning al itsown. Things changed, time passed
and oneday it nolonger madeeconomic senseto
build your own machine. Except for dedicated
hobbyists, no onebuildstheir own automobile
anymore and the PC went down that same con-
gested highway.

You' remost likely not goingto buildaPC
from scratch, but maybeyou will buy that brand
new digital doodad. All the PC magazineshave
published ravereviewsabout it and al your friends
arewondering how they ever managed to survive
without it. You' reall ready to rip the packaging to
shredsandingal it.

Stop! Cease! Desist! Halt! Beforeyou do
anything else, reininyour enthusiasm and do some
groundwork. Youwant your installation smooth and
astroublefree aspossible. Surgeonscarefully
prepare before surgery and you need to prepare
for your upgrade. Follow these smplerulesbefore
rushinginwhereangelsfear totread, and your
chancesof attaining PC Nirvanawill improve
dramaticaly.

1) Alwaysalow yoursdlf plenty of time. If
you think thejob will taketwo hours, schedulefour
hoursto alow for unanticipated roadbl ocks. Even
thesmplest ingdlationscanruninto problems.
Sometimesastraightforward expansion card instal-
lation can become enormoudy complicated by a
stripped screw. Not only do you haveto take
Murphy’sLaw into account, but keep in mind that
Murphy wasan optimigt.

2) Back up your system before making any
changes. | don’t carehow smpleyou think thejob
is. Too many tears have been shed by not doinga
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complete system backup first. Power failurescan
occur at any time. Don't rule out ameteor strike.

3) Make sure petsand children are kept
away fromthe open PC. Toddlersare insatiably
curious about everything. You don’t want apet or a
child cut by an exposed component with sharp
edges.

4) Make sure computer and peripheralsare
ALL unplugged, and never touch any exposed
componentsin your PC without “discharging”.
Discharging happens when you touch something
metd lictoremove dtatic el ectricity. One accidental
jolt of static eectricity hasbeenknowntofry
motherboards and reduce grown mento quivering
blobsof jelly. Small dogsand children sometimes
don't dowell whenjolted by static el ectricity.
Neither might you.

5) Turnyour PC off and leaveit off for
several hoursbeforeopening. Internal components
can get very hot during operation. Allow sufficient
cooling off time before starting any project that
requiresremoving the coversfrom your machine.

6) Havetheright toolshandy. Many PC
manufacturers have madethe upgrade process
much smpler thanitusedtobe. If all you' redoingis
installingaboard inaPCl dot, youmay not need
anything more exotic than ascrewdriver. A new
motherboard install ation could be somewhat more
complicated. At abare minimum you need aPhillips
screwdriver and apair of needle-nosed pliers.

7) Follow all theingtallationinstructionsto the
letter, snceeven “inggnificant” sepsthat may seem
unimportant can turn out to be essential. The manu-
facturer went to thetrouble and expense of printing
theinstructionsfor areason. Ignorethe printed
indructionsat your peril.

8) Don'’t dither about consulting an expert if
you get stuck. World-class physiciansdon’t hesitate
to ask for asecond opinion. Why should you be any
different?

9) Make astartup diskette. It takesonly a
few minutesand can saveyour buitt.

How to avoid common problemsand what to
dowhenthey happen anyway.

After you haveinstalled your new component,
Continued on Page 9
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Artlons Pro
by Zane A. Lang, LACS
Reprint from L A Computer Society Journal 12/01
INTRODUCTION

If you arefromthe small isbeautiful school of
life, ArtlconsPro 3.01 will helpyoufrolicamongthe
littleimagesknown asiconsthat popul ate the
computer world. Aniconisasmall imagethat
representsafile, adirectory or an action. If you look
at your computer desktop, of thelittleimagesthere
that you click ontolaunch applicationsareicons.
Artlcons3.01isapowerful, easy to useutility for
finding, extracting, creating and editingiconsand
managingiconlibraries,

INSTALLATION

You can download the softwarefrom the
Internet at hitp:// www.iconutils.com/
downloads.htm or http://www. aha-soft.com/
download.htm.

Download the executableto afile onyour hard
drive and then doubleclick onthe executable. The
softwarewill walk you throughtheusud ingtalation
screens. Downloading and ingtalling the software
waseasy andtroublefree.

FEATURESAND OPERATION

Beforel getinto my favoritefeaturesinthis
software, hereisan overview of themain capabilities
of ArtlconsPro 3.01:

Createand edit iconsin either standard or
customsizes, in color depthsup to 16 million colors

Createand edit iconsfor Windows XPin 32-bit
color depth with 8-bit alpha

Usedrop shadow, smooth, negative effects

Useadvanced gradient chessfill intheicon
editor

Pasteimagesin numerousfileformatsdirectly
intoicons(.ico, .ani, .cur, wmf.. emf, .bomp, .wbmp,
.gif,. png, psd, .jgp, and .jpeg)

Openand edit. Bmp, .gif,. jpeg, and .png images
insizesupto 127x127

Export iconimagesto .ico,. bmp, .jpb, .gif, .png,
rc, .psd, and .cur files
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Import and export icon color palettes

Export library itemsinto onesingleimage

Extract iconsfrom Windowsexecutables,
librariesanimated cursor files

Createiconlibrariesfor better and moreefficient
iconstorage

Extracticonsfromall filesin selected foldersand
sub-folderssavethemasiconlibraries

Customize Windowsicons

Deleteidentica iconsinlibraries

Dragand dropfilesfromfileshells

Drag and drop iconsbetween different libraries

Copy and pasteiconsinlibraries

Copy and pasteimagesto other applications

Spliticonlibrariesintoindividua iconfiles

Spliticonsinto subicons

Whew, what alist! Who knew you could do all
thesethingswithicons?

Whenyoufirst open Artlcons Pro, you seea
window allowing youto pick thesizeof theiconin
pixels (16x16, 24x24, 32x32, 48x48, 64x64 or
custom). You also have the choice of color mode
(monochrome, 16 color, 256 colors, Truecolor, or
Truecolor plain alpha). After you makeyour
selectionsand click OK, you seeafamiliar Win-
dowsinterfacewith alargegrid, containing the
number of squaresyou selected, for example 32x32
squares producesanicon 32x32 pixelssquare. This
grid providesthe canvasfor creating theicon. Tothe
left of thegrid are graphicstoolsand ontherightisa
color palette. Themenu bar acrossthetop of the
application providesshort cutsto thevarious
functionsof the application. For anyonewho has
used graphicssoftware, theenvironment will fedl
familiar. If you have never used graphics software, it
will not takeyou long tofind your way around.

You can create your ownicon by using one of
thetoolstotheleft of thegrid, likethepencil to
draw shapeson theicon canvasand thenfill inthe
colorsfromthecolor palette using another tool like
theeyedropper. After you arefinished with your
creation, let’ssay adrawing of abeach bal, savethe
icontoafolder. Thiswill createan .icofilewiththe
nameyou gavetheicon. Goto the desktop, createa
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shortcut and changetheicon to the beach ball icon
youjust savedinafolder. Voil’ a, you have ashort-
cut using your newly createdicon.

Onefeaturel really got akick out of wasthe
import function. Click on Tools, click on Import
Image and select animagefrom your hard driveor
CD ROM. Select an areaof theimageto useasan
icon. Click OK and the selected areaappearson
theicon canvas. You can savetheimported image
just asitisor edit it using the graphicstoolsand
color palette. Artlcons 3.0 givesyou the ability to
createiconsusing your own digital photosor other
imagesyou find on the Web.

Another redlly cool featureisthe ability totake
existingiconsand edit them. For example, findthe
icon of the Windowstrash can, open thetrash can
iconinArtlcons 3.0, and then paste apicture of
your bosson thetrash can. Or better till, openthe
My Computer icon and paste your own pictureon
thelittlecomputer screen. Thepossibilitiesare
endless. Think of al thehomedecorating you cando
onyour computer desktop. Thereisnothinglikea
warmand cozy environmentinwhichtorelax and
enjoy your computer.

SUMMARY

ArtlconsPro 3.01 allowsyoutofind, create,
edit, import arid export iconsand manageicon
libraries. With thispowerful utility you can create
and editiconsin either standard or custom sizes, in
color depthsupto 32-bit True Color. Artlcons
containsvariousgraphictoolsand afull color
palette. You canimport iconsfromimage, cursor
and library filesand even from executables. Artlcons
alowsyouto scanfilesandfoldersfor icons, delete
identica iconsand arrangeiconsintolibraries.

Price: $30 :Aha-soft, PO.B.

Krasnoyarsk- 10,

Russia Web Address:

www.aha-soft.com

Computer Requirements

Windows 95/98/M E/NT/2000/X P, Pentium 133
MHzwith |6 MB Ram, 2 MB of Hard Disk Space,
SVGA True Color video mode

B
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Installing New from Page 7
placethe cover back on your PC and reconnect
everything. Turn onthe PC and make sureit boots.
If your system crashes before Windows even begins,
STOP! Turn off the PC and unplug it. Take the
coversback off and check for loosewiresand
componentsthat may not be properly seated intheir
sockets. If thisdoesn't remedy things, it'stimeto
bringinaprofessiona. Unlessyou know exactly
what you' re doing, you can cause agresat deal of
damagebeyond thispoint.

If thecomponentisaPlug ‘N Play device,
Windows should recognizeit during the boot pro-
cessandinstall driversautomatically. If you need to
ingtall software, follow themanufacturer’sinstruc-
tions.

If Windows snubsyour new hardware, goto
the Control Panel and select theInstall New Hard-
wareicon andfollow theinstructions. If Windows
continuesto ignorethedevice, gotothe
manufacturer’ sWebsite. Thefix may beassmpleas
downloading thelatest driver.

Oncethe hardware and software areinstalled
and everything seemsto befine, monitor your
system for afew weeks. If problems pop up, goto
the manufacturer’sWeb page and seeif thereare
any updated driversonthesite. If thereisno
restriction againgt any non-profit group usingthe
FAQ section, exploreit. You may find somegood
information or troubleshooting tips.

You can also go to the Control Panel, select
the System icon, and then select the Device Man-
ager tab. Your new component should belisted
under theappropriate device heading. If you seean
exclamation point, thenyou havea problem. If
that’ sthe case, pressthe[+] symbol to openthe
device's“directory.” Now, right-click thedevice
and select Properties. You'll find aseriesof tabs
and choi ces depending upon the product type. Go
through thetabsand seeif any error messages
appear. You might beabletofix the problemat this
juncture. If not, make anote of the specific errors
andlook inthemanual or contact the manufacturer
foringructions.

Continued on page 11
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New Computer continued from Page 5

al cohol-dampened paper towel . For lessthana
dollar, theuser now hasagift that will enhancethe
joy of computing.

Almost everyone hasaprinter attachedto his
computer. Some new computers come bundled with
aprinter, but most do not. Most new printersonthe
market are color ink-jet models, and al will do
satisfactory printing for most household and small
businesstasks. If printing photos may becomea
common task, thenlook at printerswith higher
resolution (moredotsper inch, or dpi”). If the printer
isto be used for business purposes, then print speed
may beanissue. Onefactor that should also be
consideredisthecost of printer accouterments, such
aspaper and ink. Whileregular copy paper may be
finefor routinework, ink-jet capabl e paper tendsto
be not much more expensive, and oftenresultsina
sharper output. Photo grade paper comesina
variety of weightsand qualities, but tendsto be
expensive. When printing photos, agoodtipisto
print first on plain paper in draft mode (minimizeink
usage) and verify thedesired output. When satisfied,
print inhigh quality onthemoreexpensiveink-jet
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photo paper. Ink cartridge cost isanother significant
factor inprinting. Notethe cost of ink cartridges
and their capacity beforebuying any printer. If the
userislikely tobedoing alot of printing, the
availability of generic or third party ink cartridges
canggnificantly lower printing costs. Persondly, |
will not purchaseaprinter for which | cannot buy
reasonably priced ink cartridges. Oneof the

decent qudity universal refill kitsmay beagood gift
aswell.

Thisarticleisbrought toyou by the Editorial
Committee of the Association of Personal Com-
puter User Groups (APCUG), an International
organizationtowhichthisuser group belongs. Ira
Wilsker isamember of the LIT Computer Re-
sources Group andison the Board of Advisorsfor
APCUG.. Hewritesaweekly columnfor the
Examiner.
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Installing New from page9
Summary
Have aplan beforeyou upgrade. Ata
minimum, back up your data, andingta| current
driversfor your hardware. The morethoroughly you
prepare, theless likely troublewill ensue.

. Thisarticleisbrought to you by the Editorial
Committee of the Association of Persona Computer
User Groups (APCUG), an International organiza-
tiontowhich thisuser group belongs. Copyright
2001. Thisarticleisfromthe December 2001 issue
of the Sarasota PC Monitor, the officia monthly
publication of the Sarasota Personal Computer
Users Group, Inc., PO. Box 15889, Sarasota, FL
34277-1889.

B
XP Why Upgrade Continued from Page 6

think about it again. Windows doesNOT phone
homeonitsown at any timeto confirm your activa-
tion status, as hasbeen reported. But asEd men-
tioned, it'saclassic Microsoft version 1.0 product.

If youwant to avoid activation atogether, get
XPpreinstalled on your next computer fromamajor
OEM vendor like Dell. Thoseversionsof XPdo not
have product activation, soit’ Il never kick inwhen
you changeanumber of componentsinyour sys-
tem—oneof themagjor flawsinthecurrentimple-
mentation. You should be aware, however, that
Windows X Pversionsfrom mgor manufacturersare
linked to the system BIOS—which means, for
example, that you can’t takethe Windows XP CD
that comeswith your Dell andinstall it on aGateway
or awhite box system.

* Price. Now that MSisenforcing theone
copy/onemachinelimitation (it'salwaysbeen part of
thelicense agreement, but they’ ve never had away
to prevent peoplefrom copying to al machinesuntil
WRA), | think the price—at |east for copies after the
first one—should be significantly lower, say $50-75
for Home, twicethat for Pro. OTOH, itisapretty
good value, even at $100/$200.

* Messenger and Passport inyour face. | use
them congtantly, so it doesn’t bother methat they
alwaysstart. But I’d befrustratedif | didn't want to
usethem and discovered how difficultitistovan-
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quishthem.

* Ul istoo chummy in somerespects. Wizards
have replaced some dial og boxes, advanced options
arenow further buried, etc. Asapower user who
knowshisway around, these dow me down.
Fortunately, therearen’t many of theseimpediments
intheareasthat | usefrequently.

* Support for “legacy” hardware. Some people
mentioned HP productsin particular, but therearea
number of unsupported productsthat are not that
old. Microsoft hasaways|eft devicedriver devel-
opment to hardware manufacturers, and it supplies
plenty of support to manufacturers. It'sclearly in
Microsoft’sbest interest to haveall hardware
supported.

Manufacturers, however, don’t have any incen-
tive (other than the wrath heaped on them by
disgruntled customers) to providedriversfor discon-
tinued products; they’ d prefer that you buy their
latest and greatest. Regardless of whosefaultitis,
it'saredl problemthat affectsall of usconsumers.

* Networking. It'salittledifficult tosetupa
mixed network—onewith Windows XPand
Windows 9x workstations. (But it’snot impossible,
and the stepsto successful networking arefully
documented in our book!) Windows XPHome
Edition usesonly the Simple File Sharing mode,
whichisindeed smple, but also somewhat inflexible.
You can set up afolder to be private (so that only
your user account can accessit, either whenlogged
onlocally or over the network) or you can shareit
with everyone. But you can’'t, for example, easily set
up ashared folder that you and your spouse can
access but your kids cannot. (Aswe mentioned,
thereisaworkaround—detailed in the book—that
letsyou set up more complex security arrangements
using SafeMode.)

WhichVersonisBest for You?

HomeEdition or Professional ? Theessentia
differencesarethese:

* You can’t use Remote Desktop to connect to
acomputer running Home Edition. (Btw, the com-
puter you connect from can berunning any version
of Windows 9x/NT/2000/XP) You can, however,
use Remote Assistanceto connect toaHome

Continued on Page 12
11



Why Upgrade continued from Page 11
Edition compuiter.

* You can’'t use Home Edition on amultiproces-
sor system.

* With Home Edition, your computer can’'t join
aWindowsNT/2000 domain. (You can, however,
useall domain resourcesif you haveadomain user
account.)

* WithHomeEdition, you' reessentialy stuck
with SimpleFile Sharing. You can share/protect only
at thefolder level, and you can only makeafolder
privateor shareit with everyone. TheWindows
2000 security mode that’savailablein Professional
offersgranular security control that letsyou assign
specific typesof accessto specific usersfor specific
files. (Most homeuser won't need thislevel of
control.)

* |f youingtall Professiona now, youwon’t be
ableto upgradeto the Home Edition of the next
version of Windows, soyou' |l pay an extra$100
now and again the next timeyou upgrade Windows.

Proincludeseverythingthat’sinHome. If you're
unsureabout whichto get (that is, the pointsabove
don’t seemto apply to you), try Home Edition.
Worst case: you later decideto upgradeto Pro. The
Home Edition-to-Professiona upgradeis$125, so
you' reonly out an additiona $25 compared to
purchasng Proinitidly.

You canfind Microsoft’ sadviceonthischoiceat

http:/Awww.microsoft.com/windowsxp/pro/
howtobuy/choosing.asp

Wheat'sthe Bottom line?

* |f you' re buying anew computer, get XP
(Beforeyou dothat, however, runthe Windows XP
Upgrade Advisor onyour current system. Besure
that any software or peripheralsyou planto usewith
your new systemwill work with XP, or canbe
inexpensively upgraded.) Don't fret too much about
thelearning curvefor anew OSanditsnew fea-
tures; nearly everything you know about your
current system can be applied to Windows X P, and
you canlearn about the new features asyou need
them.

* |f you' reusing Windows9x AND if your
computer hasthe horsepower (practica minimum:
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300 MHz processor, 128 MB RAM, 1.5 GB free
disk space) and iscompatible (runthe Windows X P
Upgrade Advisor), strongly consider upgrading to
XP.

* |f you' reusing Windows 2000 and you' re
happy withit, hold off on upgrading until you get
your next computer. If oneof thenifty featureslike
Remote Desktop, Remote Assistance, or digital
photo support would makeyour life easier, pop for
XPnow.

I’vedecided that XP Professional isright for my
newest systems (therest run Windows 2000), but |
don’t mean to suggest that it’sright for everyone.
Besides, Ed and | havewritten booksabout earlier
versionsof Windowstoo. We' d bejust ashappy if
you bought one of those books. :-)

Get SomeHelp

Hereareafew URLsthat’ Il help youwiththe
upgrade:

Microsoft Product Lifecycle: Thissitetellsyou
when support driesup for each version of Windows.

http:/Aww.microsoft.com/windows/lifecycle.asp

Windows XP Upgrade Advisor: Theprogram
availableat thissitechecksyour computer for
hardware and softwarethat may beincompatible
with Windows XP. When available, itincludeslinks
to upgradeinformation for theincompatible compo-
nents.

http://Amww.mi crosoft.com/windowsxp/pro/
howtobuy/upgrading/advisor.asp

Copyright © 2001 by Carl Sechert. Repro-
duced with permission. Articlereproduction
coordinated by Seve Bass, Pasadena IBM Users
Group. Reaching Ed Bott and Carl Sechertis
easy. Ed’'s site is http: //www.bott.com and Carl’s
company site is http://mwww.swdocs.com Discus-
sions, links, tips, and other good things are at
http: //communities.msn.com/
WindowsXPInsideOut and, as you’ d expect, at
each site you'll find links for ordering the book
online.
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Newbies Corner
by Jim Hally B.U.G. member
Really Bugged

Itisasad situation when aperson hashis
computer screwed up by invasive software. Itis
called apersona computer for areason. Jim
Townsend and | put thisthing together after many
hours of research and labor. It wasjust as| wished
itto be. Thekey word hereiswas. | amafan of
Country Music’sAlan Jackson, thereforel havea
coupleof hisCD’s. Alan’sideaof hisgreatest hits
and my opinion arenot thesame. Einstein, here,
figured | would makeaCD of my favorites. With
Napster goneor at leastinturmoil | turned to some
of thesitesthat offered freefiletransfers. | found the
pickingspretty dim. No punintended. | remem-
bered Larry talking about Bearshareand that is
wherel turned. | have gonefrom listening to Coun-
try and Westernto singing the blues.

| downloaded Bearshare, which wasabreeze. |
read through the sti pul ations and unchecked what |
thought | didn’t need or careto have as part of the
software. Much likealega document, half the stuff
they aretalking about you can’t figure out. Maybel
didn’t maketheright decisonsinthisprocess.
Maybel just got it, becausethat istheway itis. All |
know is| am not happy.

| wasn’t crazy about some of the restrictions of
the software. With severd logica drivesonmy hard
drivel created G drivefor musicfiles. G, asinG
clef. Oh! | am sowitty. | had taken the provision of
creating several foldersand sub-foldersfor the
music. | crested themainfolder of Music, followed
by sub-folders of C&W and then Jackson. The
thinking wasto download themusic directly tothe
Jackson folder. The softwaredidn’t quiteallow this.
It was downl oaded to the Bearshare\Temp\ down-
load folder asthedefault. A littleinconvenient, but it
wasamatter of cutting and pasting to thefolder |
wanted. | did about three songsand decided to
finishupfor thenight. I have my browser set up for
an automatic disconnect. | should say HAD, be-
causeit didn’t happen. | wasforcedto closeit down
by hand. Strange, | thought. Inlooking at my
desktop, My eyes zeroed in on the shortcut icon for
Bonzybuddy. Over time, | had heard snippets of
conversationsregarding thissoftware and nonewere
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pleasing totheear. | immediately moved the offen-
siveicontotherecyclebin and shut downthe

computer. Simplemath told me| needed to get up
for work inafew hours. Tomorrow isanother day.

Upon the next restart of the computer | was
diainginto thenternet with no prompt from me.
Thiswasnot good. | cancelled thisand decided to
do somechecking.

My first thought was check what?| thought
back to the many Windows SIG mestingsand what
had | gathered fromthese nights. OK, it was starting
todid intothelnternet without athing fromme.
Boom, it hit me, Start Up folder.

Click onthe Start button.

GouptoRun.

Typeinmsconfig.

Click onthe Startup tab.

Atthispoint et me get off my sagafor aminute.
Don't you think thiswould be agood timeto make
arecord of what ischecked or enabledinyou
Startup folder. Let’ sbe proactive and have arecord
of what startswhen you boot up the computer. This
will also allow youto removeacheck mark fromthe
itemsthat have been grabbing their little piece of
RAM beforeyou even get started. Think back to
the meetingswhen you heard, “ some programs
don’t want to relinquishthe RAM even whenyou
closethem”. If you havearecord you will beableto
check what should be starting up when you boot. |
don’ t necessarily advisejust removing check marks
but writeit down and ask at the next mesting.

M SBB

That wasthefirst thinginthelist of startups.
That wasnew to me. Totell thetruth | don’t know
MSBB fromMSG, NFL or MLB. Itjustdidn’t
look right. | immediately went on lineand looked up
MSBB. | found no definitiveanswer for theacro-
nym. | didfindthat thislittlejewel isan executable
filethat ispart of spyware softwarethat wantsto
cal, and connect to in the background, to aserver
onthelnternet that tracksyour moves. | asofound
that thisfilea so disablesthe automatic disconnect in
thebrowser. Now, | was getting somewhere.
Progress

I went back to the Startup folder and removed
thecheckmark fromM SBB. | shut everything down

Continued on Page 14
13



Newbies Continued from 13
and restarted the computer. Great! No more auto-
matic dial-ups. Theitem till showed upinthe
startup folder asunchecked, therefore not starting
on the boot-up. | still had work to do. | pondered
thesituation and | knew it couldn’t bejust theone
file. There had to be morethan MSBB. Further
investigation on the I nternet reves ed that the soft-
ware had severa filesand onewas another execut-
ablethat would keepwriting itself back ontothe
computer. Any timeyou put some software on your
computer it writesto the Registry. Theonly thing to
dowasto Edit the Registry. Thisisnot for thefaint
of heart. If you screw up the Registry you can plan
onreinstalling Windows. Fortunately, in October |
had installed something and | made abackup of the
Registry and felt | could always go back to that
copy, if need be. | knew | had the October backup
andredly didn’ t add anything to the computer. In
retrospect, | should have made another copy before
| installed Bearshare.

| know you have heardit at he SIG meetings,
but how many of you make acopy of the Registry
beforeyouingall something?

Goto the Start button.

GouptoRun.

Typeinregedit.

Goto Fileonthemenu bar.

Go down to Export the Registry.

Atthispoint you haveto select alocation to
savethefileaswell asgiveit aname. Frequently
many usersjust put it onthedesktopandasJm T.
suggestsgiveit todaysdate.i.e. 01 14 02. Youwill
know what it isby thename. A better suggestionis
toputitinafolderin C:\Windows. If youredly
screw up you may not be ableto get to your desk-
top.

| won't bore you with the detailsbut | removed
all referencestotheM SBB anditsassociated files
fromthe Registry andfedl that | haveaccomplished
what | set out to do. Theweb sites| went to were
very helpful. | found referencesto Bonzibuddy on
thesites. | believethat because| never opened
Bonzi it never executed. | found thefolder some-
placeon the computer and deleted it right off the
bat. | dofed, if | had clicked onthe shortcut iconit
would have executed and | would have had to
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removeit aswell. Thiscan beatediousprocess. |
have seen apiecethat actually tellsyouthat if you
have removed someof Bonzi you actualy haveto
reingtal it and then removeit. Scary thought.

Disk of the Month: February, 2002
Compiled by Jim Clear & Rex Cummings

* all zipfileshave been converted to executable
zipfiles.

- Bottlenose Dol phin.jpg Desktop Wall paper.

- Chandelier Tree,jpg Desktop Wal | paper.

- Eilean Donan Castle.jpg Desktop Wallpaper.

- Evening Crossing.jpg Desktop Wallpaper.

- Flocking Together.jpg Desktop Wall paper.

- Horizon.jpg Desktop Wall paper.

- Lakes.jpg Desktop Wallpaper.
Rapid Transit.jpg Desktop Wall paper.
Recess.jpg Desktop Wall paper.
Sailing in Paradise.jpg Desktop Wall paper.
Toronto.jpg Desktop Wall paper

- Desktop setup text to hel p those who do not
know how to changetheir wall paper. (Desktop
Setup. TXT) for Win95 or 98

- Candy Theme 1.0 (candy.exe) by CB
(xfiling@pon.net). Includeswal | paper, icons, cur-
sors, animated cursors, and WAV sounds. System
Reguirements. Windows 95 Plus, 98, or Me.
PurchaseInformation: Free

- Living Waterfalls 1.0 ScreenSaver
(waterfall.exe) by R.I. Soft Systemsinc.

Thisscreensaver displaysredisticanimationin
beautiful tropical photographic scenes. Watch as
water rushesover thefallsand bubblesat the
bottom, fish swimin thewater, ripplesappear onthe
surface of thewater, and tropical birds (parrotsand
flamingoes) fly past, al accompanied by redigtic
nature soundsand abeautiful musical scoreinthe
background.

System Requirements. Windows 95, 98. or Me.
PurchaseInformation: Free
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Brevard Users Group Membership Application

First Name
Address

Home Phone
Work Phone

Family Membership ($25.00)

Last Name
City
State

— Zip Code

Occupation
E-mail address

BUG Club Information

4 WIN 9X/ME SIG N\
Meets 7:00 PM Thursdays

1st & 3rd Thursday at Eau Gallie
Library

All Other Thursdaysat Melbourne
Library

\ on Fee Avenue /

J

(" BUG Board of Directors

M eets the second Wednesday of the
month

at C.M. Corley’shome. Time6:00 pm
\_ Call 253-3050 for directions )

( N

NEWSLETTER SIG

M eets twice a month on the Saturdays
before and after the BUG monthly meeting.

Membersinterested in helping developethe
newsletter are welcome.

PlaceisJim Townsend’'shome
call 728-5979 for directions.

Benefits of Membership In The
Brevard Users Group
Annual Subscription to the B.U.G. Newsletter

Some Internet Service Providers give discounts
to club members.

A monthly Disk-Of-The-Month containing some
Freeware and Shareware software.

Seminars and Workshops.
Specia Interest Groups (see back page)

Fellowship with other knowledgeable computer
users. Stimulating and lasting friendships.

r D
BUG E-MAIL LIST

To beincluded in theBUG E-Mail roster,
send an E-Mail to George Rymer at:
grymer @cfl.rr.com.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address
and your BUG membership number. You
will then receive notices and updates on
BUG activities, special events, changesto
schedules, etc.

( TINKERS& INTERNET SIG MEETS

AT THE EAU GALLIE LIBRARY ON THE
3RD MONDAY OF THE MONTH

Time7:15 PM
and on most Saturdaysor Sundays at
Bob Schmidts house. Call 952-0199

. J

Sponsorship Rates

3Months 6 Months 12 Months
Full Page $160.00 $310.00 $550.00
Half Page$ 85.00 $ 160.00  $300.00
Qtr Page $ 45.00 $ 85.00 $ 150.00

kBusineﬁs Card $25.00 $45.00 $ 85.00
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Brevard Users Group Directory

Meetings: Mentor Program
Are held at the Melbourne Library .
on Fee Ave. the third Wednesday ~John McNeil ~ 723-5550 ~ AutoCad

of the month at 7:00 PM.

Frank C. Miller 729-9589 Graphics
’ Members MOVING?
/ Helping Al Buchanan  728-2789 Works4.5  Don't missout onany issuesof

. Members _ the BUG Newsletter. Send your
C. M. Corley 253-3050 Win 95/98

I \ Bob Staples  255-2623 Win95/98

new address to:

Brevard Users Group
Frank C. Miller 729-9589 Win 95 Atn: Treasurer

Membership Bill Ranck... 676-7908. Word Perfect  P. O. Box 2456

is by application and payment of RexCummings  242-9601 Netscape M elbourne, FI 32902-2456
$25.00 annual dues. Membership Mary A. Grant  253-5666 Word 97 & e-mail to the Newd etter

is for 12 months from receipt of

dues and includes a year’s Editor at jhnash@k2net.cc
subscription to the newsletter.
BUG Officers Committee Chairperson Special Interest Groups
President: | Bedi L SIG
Beginners Help: eginners :
George Rymer  724-6715 Oscar Litke  409-8002  Oscar Litke 409-8002
grymer@cfl.rr.com kljoy@juno.com _
Hardware (Tinkers) SIG:
- : Bob Schmidt 952-0199
Vice President FACUG Representative: rschmidt@palmnet.net
Larry Wood 783-0530  Bill Ranck 676-7908
weed87@cfl.rr.com Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Treasurer: 777-4591 Jack Nash 253-2793
Ted Glaser Hardware & Modem Doctor: jhnash@k2net.cc
jokes@w James Clear 259-3048
tejok orldnet.at.net jtclear@cfl.rr.com Win 95/98 SIG:
] George Rymer 724-6715
gecrelt_?ry. 054.8809 Program Director: Chuck Boring 454-9455
arryl frapp - Larry Wood 783-0530 Bob Staples 255-2623

daryltl@juno.com

Library & DOM:
1st Member at Large: James Clear 259-3048  Internet SIG and Web Pages SIG
LaVerne Schamberg  242-0454  Rex Cummings 242-9601 Norm Sharp

2nd Member at Large:
. I h.
Charles Principato 723-5962 BUG WEB Page: n_sharp@beilsouth.net
http://www.geocities.com/bug_club/index.htm

Brevard Users’ Group

INCORPORATED PRESORTED STANDARD

P. O. Box 2456 U. S. Postage

Melbourne, Fl 32902-2456 PAID
Melbourne, FL
Permit No. 102

Your membership expires on the
date indicated in the upper left of
your address label (YYMM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the
renewal.
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