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T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400 Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01, on Windows 98se.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the second
Wednesday of the month. Items received after the
deadline will be held for the following month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
E-mail to:   newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Contributing Editor Jim Hally
Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams
Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE

BREVARD USERS GROUP
WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY

  February, 20th, 2008
At 7:00 pm

IN
The Melbourne Library

Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!

ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

                   Computer Service

  6949 W. Nasa Blvd.                       (321) 727-9010
  W. Melbourne, FL 32904      Fax: (321) 253-2292

Web Site: AstroToo.com
EMail: 2@AstroToo.Com

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by:
Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.

The same printer used by many user groups, local
churches, mobile home parks, and many others at
affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743
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A Laptop for the Holidays?
By Vinny La Bash, a regular columnist and member of
the Sarasota Personal Computer Users Group, Inc.,
Florida
vlabash(at)comcast.net
www.spcug.org

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s per-
mission for publication by APCUG member groups.

In June of 2005, monthly laptop sales exceeded
desktop sales for the first time.  Since then, the popular-
ity of laptops has continued to gain.  Improved battery
life, manufacturing quality, larger disk drives, and en-
hanced video have all contributed to make laptops more
attractive.  Laptops are replacing desktops in homes and
corporate offices.

Competitive pressures have lowered consumer
prices.  Unfortunately, these pressures have not always
seen a corresponding increase in quality.  Low prices are
all too often directly related to cost cutting, and that
means you stand a good chance of ending up with a dud
if you buy a laptop off-the-shelf.  Laptops should be
manufactured for real world usage and applications.
Here’s what to look for if and when you decide that a
laptop is for you.

The chances are good that your new laptop will
have some version of Vista installed.  Unless you are a
business professional with high security needs, Vista
Home Premium will be your best choice.  There are
other operating systems such as Linux, but these gener-
ally require more expertise than Vista, and Vista handles
more applications than all the others combined.

Some vendors proudly proclaim that their laptops
come with one full gigabyte of RAM.  That’s about as
desirable as a one bedroom apartment for a family of
six.  You can do it, but why bother when RAM is so
cheap?   Two gigabytes will suffice for most people who
don’t need video editing or other memory intense
applications.  If you think you need more memory, you
probably do.  Why not simply order their laptop with
four gigabytes of RAM?  You will never have to wonder
if you have enough, and it won’t bust your budget.

A low priced laptop won’t come with a high pow-
ered CPU. Don’t settle for a portable that takes ten
minutes to boot up, and doesn’t have the muscle for
your applications.  Look for Intel’s Core 2 Duo CPU.
Not only does it have excellent performance, it gener-
ates less heat, and uses less energy.  You will have all the
power you need to run multiple applications simulta-
neously, and you’ll get longer battery life as a bonus.

Video has been a weak spot with laptops because
most portables use video graphics integrated with the
mother board.  Integrated video robs main memory from
the CPU, degrading performance.  Insist on a laptop
with at least 128 MB of onboard RAM.  If your video
requirements are high, 256 MB is even better.

If you use your portable for extensive travel, you
may not want a 17” screen.  Think about how you will
cope with crowded and cramped airplanes.  How often
will you have to remove it from its protective case for
baggage and customs inspectors?  If you travel often, a
12” display may be best.  If not, go for the big screen.

You want at least four USB 2.x ports.  These are
probably the most useful ports you can have on a
machine, and you can’t have too many of them.  With
them you can plug and unplug devices without having to
turn your computer off and reboot.  They reliably
support “plug and play” which means that after you
connect a new device to your system through a USB
port, Vista automatically detects and installs the device
making it instantly available.

Apple developed Firewire to be a broadband
connection for streaming data devices like camcorders,
DVD players, and digital audio equipment.   It became
especially popular after it was standardized as IEEE-
1394.  Lower priced laptops usually are missing this
port.

With broadband everywhere, a standard RJ-45
NIC 8 pin female connector should be standard equip-
ment.  It is used to connect LAN (local area network),
broadband cable modems, DSL modems or routers.
Standard RJ-11 jacks are still available for dialup
modems, but if you have broadband, there is no need
for this obsolete option.

Continued on Page 6
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FBI Asks “How Aware Are You
of the Dangers of the ‘Net?”

By Ira Wilsker, APCUG Director; Columnist, The
Examiner, Beaumont TX; Radio and TV Show Host
Iwilsker(at)apcug.net

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s permis-
sion for publication by APCUG member groups

WEBSITES:
http://www.fbi.gov/page2/nov07/

cyberspeech110607.html
http://www.fbi.gov/pressrel/speeches/

mueller110607.htm
http://www.debka.com/headline.php?hid=4723
http://housecall.antivirus.com
http://safety.live.com
http://www.gcn.com/online/vol1_no1/45386-1.html

This is not the column that I had originally prepared
for publication this week.  As regular readers may know,
I frequently lecture on computer security topics, and
have written numerous columns on security topics over
the years.  While many of us surf the net oblivious to the
online threats that face us, many others are aware of the
threats, and sadly, many have learned of the threats the
hard way.  The online threats that we face on a regular
basis have not been lost on our federal government
leadership.

FBI Director Mueller recently gave a speech at
Penn State University where he warned about the cyber
threats that we all face.  He started his speech talking
about the recent World Series, where the tickets for the
Rockies’ home games were initially unavailable online
because some hacker had made the website inacces-
sible.  He referenced the cyber attack against the
country of Estonia last spring, where a coordinated
attack from computers around the world, “… shut down
banks and emergency phone lines, gas stations and
grocery stores, newspapers and television stations, even
the prime minister’s office.”  Director Mueller went on to
explain the effect of a similar attack here in the United
States, “If we lose the Internet, we do not simply lose
the ability to e-mail or to surf the web. We lose access
to our data. We lose our connectivity. We lose our
intellectual property. We lose our security.

What happens when the so-called ‘Invisible Man’ locks
us out of our own homes, our offices, and our informa-
tion?”  This brings up the question, “…given the growing
presence of the web in our personal and professional
lives, how aware are you of the risks of attack via the
Internet?”

In his speech, Director Mueller was poignant in
describing the situation that is facing us online.  There
were several key points in his speech that require some
additional discussion.  One point he made was, “The
growing intersection of terror and the web.”  He de-
scribed the case of Younis Tsouli, who went by the
screen name “Terrorist 007”, who was an al Qaeda
webmaster.  Taking advantage of most of the contempo-
rary online threats that we all face, Tsouli broke into
servers to get the data bandwidth he needed to carry out
his nefarious schemes, and used “phishing” (authentic
appearing but counterfeit websites to steal personal
information),  to steal credit card and personal informa-
tion.  With these purloined credit card numbers and
personal information, he managed to purchase over $3
million worth of deadly supplies and equipment for
terrorists.  Tsouli also created a website “You bomb it”
patterned after the popular “YouTube”, which he hoped
would become a centralized website for terrorists to
exchange information.  Director Mueller explained that
local internet service providers could unknowingly run a
server that is helping terrorists, and that we, as the
innocent victims of identity theft, could end up financing
terrorist activities.

Another threat facing us, according to Director
Mueller, is “The rise of bots”, where networks of
computers are unknowingly taken over for nefarious
purposes.  One of the most common ways of taking
over a computer is to plant a type of Trojan on the
computer referred to as a “zombie”, which effectively
makes the infected computer a zombie under the control
of persons unknown.  According to recent security
statements, some “bots” consist of over a million in-
fected computers.  It is well known in cyber security
circles that the many variants of the Storm Worm, which
is still spreading to infect countless computers, mostly
through email attachments, has created millions of
zombies.  While many of these bots are currently being
used to spread spam email, generating riches for the
Continued on Page 12
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Converting to a Portable Office
By Brian K. Lewis, Ph.D., a regular columnist and
member of the Sarasota PCUG, Florida
www.spcug.org
bwsail at yahoo.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s permis-
sion for publication by APCUG member groups.

Many times over the fifteen years that I have been
writing for the Monitor I found myself approaching the
deadline while I was on the road. Since I usually travel
with a laptop I managed to get something written and
sent off to the editor. Now, however, I am in the process
of changing to a completely mobile lifestyle. That means
that everything I need has to fit in a very small space on a
travel trailer where there is no room for a desktop and a
CRT. I also needed to add storage to the laptop so that
all of my research files, genealogy files, photos, videos,
etc would be able to go along. That’s what this article is
all about – fitting everything into as small a space as
possible. First, a disclaimer. Although I will be mentioning
various brands, they just happen to be the ones I used.
There may be better ones or equivalent items available.
This is not to be considered a review or recommendation
of any specific hardware or software components. I have
included the brand names for those who might want to
get more details on the components.

To start with my laptop has a 60 GB IDE hard drive
partitioned into 35 GB and 25 GB. The 25 is the space I
use for Linux (Ubuntu), while the 35 GB is my Windows
XP. On my desktop I had a very fast 250 GB SATA
drive and a Plextor DVD burner. The DVD burner in the
laptop burns only DVD+ disks at a 1X speed. The
Plextor burns DVD+ & - discs at a much faster speed
than the laptop drive. I also have a 250 GB SATA drive
that I use for backup of both the desktop and the laptop.
All of these were really what I needed for the expansion
of my laptop. Or, I could have popped for a new laptop.
The cheap way out was to keep my older drives and
make them available to the laptop. Since the desktop
hard drive has a SATA interface it has a much faster data
transfer rate than the older IDE drives. To get a new
laptop with a SATA drive would be more expensive than
purchasing external cases. Also, my laptop has four USB
2.0 ports which allow a maximum 460 mbps transfer

rate. They can certainly handle the SATA data transfer
speeds. (If you are confused by the terms IDE and
SATA, check out the TechTalk article for February
2003 on the SPCUG website.)

I already had one external case that I used with the
backup drive. It is a Vantec NexStar 3 aluminum case
which connects to either the laptop or the desktop via a
USB 2.0 port. It also has a SATA connection which
can be used with the external SATA port on the desk-
top. Although this case does not have a cooling fan, the
aluminum case seems to be very successful in radiating
the heat generated by the drive. It also doesn’t add any
noise to the workspace. This case cost $30 plus
shipping. Since it had worked so well with the backup
drive I purchased another one for the drive I removed
from the desktop unit.

Removing the drive from the desktop and installing
it in the NexStar case was the easy part. Since this hard
drive had been a bootable drive, it had many applica-
tions on it as well as a complete Windows XP setup.
First, I deleted any applications that were duplicates of
ones already installed on the laptop. Then, in order to
prevent problems related to having two bootable
Windows partitions, I deleted the complete Windows
folder on the external drive. After doing this I defragged
the main partition on the external drive. Finally, I
checked some of the applications still installed on the
external drive. Amazingly several of them were still
functional. However, most had to be reinstalled before
they could be used. That is not surprising since most
software has to be installed in the Windows registry
which in this case was now on the laptop’s hard drive,
the bootable C partition.

So now I had a hard drive with more than adequate
space available for any photo or video project I wished
to work on. It could also be partitioned to for Linux
data storage.

The next step was to transfer my Plextor DVD
burner to an external case.  In this case Vantec has a
NexStar-2  drive enclosure designed for 5 1/4” CD/
DVD drives with an IDE interface. This enclosure is a
light weight plastic case with a cooling fan and a USB
2.0 connection. The price for this case was $28.00 plus
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Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name _________________________________

Address ___________________________________

Home Phone ________________________________

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name _________________________________

City ______________________________________

State _______  Zip + 4 ________________________

E-mail Address ______________________________

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

Moving ?
Don’t miss out on any issues of the BUG Newsletter
Send your new address to:
Brevard Users Group  Att: Treasurer
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456
And e-mail to the Newsletter and Treasurer at:
newsletter@bugclub.org
treasurer@bugclub.org

Afternoon Meeting
An afternoon meeting is held on the first

Monday of the month at 2pm, in One Senior
Place,  8085 Spyglass Hill Rd, Viera.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.

BUG  Officers
Meets the first Wednesday of the month at the

Fee Ave. Library, in Study room 1
Time 7:00 pm to 8:00pm

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

E-mail:  rschmidt@cfl.rr.com

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM Thursdays

1st & 3rd Thursday at Eau Gallie Library.
All Other Thursdays at Melbourne Library on

Fee Avenue.

          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 2nd and 4th Thursdays, in
the Fee Ave Library, before the Windows SIG

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before and

after the BUG monthly meeting.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home.

Call 728-5979 for directions.

LINUX SIG
Meets on the Second and Fourth Tuesdays in

the small conference room at the
Melbourne Library on Fee Ave. 7:00 pm

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:30 PM the second and fourth

Thursdays, after the Windows SIG, at the Fee
Ave Library in Melbourne.
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Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Meetings:
Are held at the Melbourne Library  on
Fee Ave. the third Wednesday of the
month at 7:00 PM.

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Your membership expires on the date
indicated in the upper left of your
address label (YYYY\MM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the
renewal.

BUG Officers

President:
Larry French                   837-0962
president@bugclub.org

Vice President
Lester Cassel
vicepresident@bugclub.org

Treasurer:
Dave Riches
treasurer@bugclub.org

Secretary:
Eileen Cameron
secretary@bugclub.org

Member at Large:
Dan Wadler

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                    837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                    952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                   728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                  724-6715
Chuck Boring                   454-9455
Bob Staples                      255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

Tom Butler                     242-9869
geotbutler@juno.com

FACUG Representative:
Open

Program Director:
Dan Wadler

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:

Linux SIG
Chris Crisafulli


