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T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400 Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01, on Windows 98se.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the second
Wednesday of the month. Items received after the
deadline will be held for the following month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
E-mail to:   newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Contributing Editor Jim Hally
Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams
Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE

BREVARD USERS GROUP
WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY

  March, 19th, 2008
2:00 to 4:00 pm

IN
One Senior Place

8085 Spyglass Hill Rd, Viera

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!

ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

                   Computer Service

  6949 W. Nasa Blvd.                       (321) 727-9010
  W. Melbourne, FL 32904      Fax: (321) 253-2292

Web Site: AstroToo.com
EMail: 2@AstroToo.Com

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by:
Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.

The same printer used by many user groups, local
churches, mobile home parks, and many others at
affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743
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Tweak Your PC to Keep It
Running Fast, Feeling Good and

Looking Young!

By Lou Torraca,
President MOAA Computer User Group, HI
www.the-tug.org
Af06hi(at)gmail.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s per-
mission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Last week, I was explaining to a friend that I am a
quick launch toolbar afficionado {:-)

What the heck is that he asked. I said I was just
referring to the fact I use it instead of the desktop to
keep all my shortcuts, actually, lots of shortcuts, at least
on my main PC. As we continued to talk about this I
found myself explaining a lot of stuff I have done with my
PCs and notebook in the past 6 or 8 years! An obvious
question came up: “where do you come up with these
things?” At that point I explained I call these
“things…tweaks” and they come from dozens and
dozens of places including many newsletters, also some
regular blogs, newspapers, radio shows, other PC users
I talk with and of course, the real biggie, MICROSOFT!

Yup, their knowledge base contains millions of tips,
solutions and you guessed it…TWEAKS!  Our conver-
sation ended with a suggestion that I put some “tweaks”
in my column, so what follows are some that I like. But
first, a reminder, whenever you decide to play, experi-
ment, alter, or as I say, “tweak” an otherwise functioning
computer, either do a backup first, or at least, set a
restore point you can return to if what you do doesn’t
work out for you. If you don’t know how to do that,
click on start and then help and support and then choose
index and type in system restore.

At the end of this list, I have a couple speed tweaks
which I advise should only be used by advanced users,
and you will also see I advise again to backup or set a
restore point.

With that in mind, here is my list.

The area that sits between the start button and the
tray (with the clock), on the bottom of your screen, is
called the Taskbar.

I think one of the best additions you can make to
your Taskbar is the Quick Launch Toolbar. Quick
Launch gives you fast access to Internet Explorer and
Outlook Express, and it includes a Show Desktop icon.
It’s really easy to open your Quick Launch Toolbar.

Right-click the Taskbar, click on Toolbars, and
choose Quick Launch. The Quick Launch Toolbar now
appears on your Taskbar right next to your Start button.
You’ll find the Quick Launch Toolbar very useful and to
move all the icons you have on your desktop, just drag
and drop them on the QL taskbar. You can play around
with it and also expand it if need be. After you drag an
icon there, you can delete it off your desktop so you
have a neat looking space where I put different pictures
every week or so. To be really neat, I hide the whole
thing so it automatically disappears until I Point at it with
my mouse. Right click on start, properties, taskbar and
check auto hide.

If you can copy or move things to a folder,  keeping
information on your computer more organized is easier.
Here is how to add copy or move to a folder to Win-
dows Explorer. Open Windows Explorer (not Internet
Explorer) by clicking on Start and then on My Docu-
ments. Next, click on an empty area of the standard
button bar, the one that starts with the Back button.
Last, click on customize. In the available toolbar buttons:
list, click on copy to and then click on add to add it to
the current toolbar buttons list. Click on Close to
complete the customization work. Now the next time
you click on a file or folder, the Move to and Copy to
folder buttons will appear

If you ever have the need to copy both files and
folders to a CD, as in backing up your important
information, here’s an easy way to do it. Click on Start,
and then click on My Computer. Now right-click on
your hard drive (usually drive c:) and click on Explore.
Now you have a complete list of the files and folders on
that drive. Click on any file or folder, and then, while
holding down the Ctrl key, click on any other file or
folder you wish to copy to a CD/DVD. When you have
  Continued on Page 6
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finished, click on edit, copy to folder. From the list
provided click on the CD/DVD R/W (Read/Write) drive
you want to send your selection to, and then click Copy
at the bottom of that small window. This will result in a
folder with those items waiting to be copied. Put in a
CD/DVD and click on write these files to CD to the left.

Windows XP has several utilities programs that
manage various aspects of XP. You can run any of these
utilities by using them as “run” commands. Click on
Start, and then click on Run. In the Open box, type one
of these shortcuts and press the Enter key or click OK.
Control opens Control Panel, clipbrd opens Clipboard,
Viewer notepad opens simple text editor, wordpad
opens Word-like text editor, compmgmt.msc = Com-
puter management, devmgmt.msc = Device manager,
diskmgmt.msc = Disk management, dfg.msc = Disk
defrag, eventvwr.msc = Event viewer, fsmgmt.msc =
Shared folders, gpedit.msc = Group policies,
lusrmgr.msc = Local users and group, perfmon.msc =
Performance monitor, rsop.msc = Resultant set of
policies, secpol.msc = Local security settings,
services.msc = Services. (Run shows up when you have
classic menu selected.)

I use My Computer, which shows me all of the
drives on my computer, like the floppy drive (A:), the
Hard Drive (C:), and others that include DVD and CD
drives and removable drives, all the time. Having My
Computer show a menu of it’s items as your mouse
pointer touches the My Computer link on the start menu
is a quick way to get to what you want. To set this up,
right-click on the start button, and then click on proper-
ties. Click on the customize button and then open the
advanced tab. In the start menu items window, scroll
down to my computer, and click next to display as a
menu. Now click on OK, and again on OK. (This one is
the opposite of the one above in that you need to select
start menu instead of classic.)

That little area to the right at the bottom of your
desktop can get pretty crowded. One way to get more
space is to do away with the clock.  You can eliminate
the clock by right clicking on any blank section of the
Task bar, and then clicking on Properties.    On the
Taskbar tab, click on the checkmark next to “Show the

clock” and finally click OK. You can also check the hide
inactive icons box to gain a bit more space.

When you click on Start and open My Computer,
you have to right-click on a drive and then click Explore
to get the “Explore” view of that drive. If you simply
double-click on that drive, you get the drive’s contents.
The Explore view is better because you can work with
folders in the left pane and folder contents in the right
pane.

To have My Computer open the contents of a drive
in the Explore view, from within My Computer click on
Tools and then on Folder Options. Open the File Types
tab and then click on (NONE) Folder, to highlight it.
Now click on the Advanced button, make sure Explore
is highlighted, and then click the Set Default button.
Click OK, and then click Close.

Now when you open a drive in My Computer it will
display in the Explore mode.

Your My Documents folder in windows XP holds,
by default, your documents, the My Pictures folder and
the My Music folder. For most of us, the My Docu-
ments folder holds everything you use most.

To make the contents of that folder invisible to nosy
folks, do this:  Click on Start and right-click on My
Documents. Now click on Properties, and then open the
General tab. Click in the box next to Hidden in the
attributes section and click ok. Now click on Apply,
Select “Apply changes to this folder, subfolders and
files,” and click ok.

This is not encryption, it just makes it harder for a
casual user to open your private folders. When you want
to view all files again, just reverse the process.

Speeding up your PC is always something most of
us think about and the following tweaks are intended to
do just that for your XP Pro operating system, but
beware, these are intended for advanced users and
involve using the registry…not recommended for the
faint at heart! Before even considering them, do a
registry backup- Here’s how:

Tweak Your PC ... Continued from Page5

Continued on Page 7
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Benefits of Using a Computer
Sandbox

By Gene Barlow,User Group Relations
Copyrighted January 2008

A computer Sandbox is newer technology that is not
very well known, but, it can be quite useful in many
situations. By using a Sandbox utility, you can place your
computer in a protected state where you can try some
rather risky things on your computer and not have your
computer damaged in the trials. Once you place your
computer into Sandbox mode, you can safely run
anything on your computer, knowing that all changes to
your hard drive will not be permanently made to your
computer. While in Sandbox mode, your computer runs
as if all changes to the hard drive were actually made to
your system. But, at the end of using the Sandbox, you
can throw away these changes, putting your computer
back exactly the way it was before entering the Sand-
box.

Let’s take a look at some real life situations to better
understand the benefits of using a Sandbox utility.

Installing New Software.  Everyone knows that
when you install a new software product on your
computer, parts of the product are placed all over your
computer’s hard drive. Entries are made to the Win-
dows Registry, special supporting files are place in
certain directories of the operating system, and other
shortcut and setting files are scattered in various places
on your hard drive. These are in addition to the main
folder that is installed on your hard drive with the
software programs. Most software will uninstall easily,
but often pieces of the product are left behind on your
hard drive. These leftover pieces of orphaned software
can build up and slow down your computer. Some
software products include hidden viruses or other bad
programs as you install them. The end result is that
installing new software on your computer can be a risky
thing to do.

Using a Sandbox to install and test new software is a
much better approach. With a Sandbox, you put your
computer in Sandbox mode before you downloaded
and installed the new software. Since the Sandbox lets

you use the newly installed software just as if it had been
permanently installed on your computer, you can run the
new software to try it out and see if you like it. You can
also run virus utilities to see if the installation gave you a
virus you were not expecting. If you find viruses on your
computer or just decide you do not like the newly
installed software, you can get out of the Sandbox and
throw away all traces of that software product and any
hidden virus that came with it.

Letting Others Use Your Computer.  Another
reason to use a Sandbox is to let others use your
computer. Other users may change your computer to
match the way they like to use computers. For example,
many of us have grandkids that come to visit and want
to play on our computer. They may download games
they like, change your wallpaper and default font sizes.
They may pick up viruses in the process of getting your
computer changed to their needs. When they leave, your
computer no longer is the same as it was before they
arrived. It may take you days to get it working again like
you want it to. With a Sandbox, you can place the
computer in Sandbox mode before they arrive and then
let them play on your computer to their hearts content.
When they leave, you simply exit the Sandbox and
throw away all changes that they made to your com-
puter. It is instantly back the way it was before they
started to use it.

Computer Labs and Classrooms. User groups
that have computer labs or classrooms have a similar
situation. The classroom computers are setup carefully
by the instructors before the class begins. Once the
students have used the computer throughout the day, the
computers are different and modified from what they
were in the beginning of the day. This may cause prob-
lems for the students that follow them, so the instructors
will often restore the computer’s hard drives to put them
back to normal. With a Sandbox, this long restore
process is not needed. Instead, put the computers in
Sandbox mode at the beginning of the day before the
students arrive. Then at the end of the day, exit the
Sandbox and throw away all hard drive changes made
by the students. The computers are quickly returned to
their normal state as you exit the Sandbox.

Continued on Page 10
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Look Ma No Hands
By Bruce Jacobs, Phoenix PCUG newsletter editor
www.phoenixpcug.org
editor(at)pcug.org

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s permis-
sion for publication by APCUG member groups.

This article was not typed. I dictated it using the
speech recognition feature in Windows Vista Ultimate.

I have been using this feature on and off for certain
applications for a while and it has its good points and its
bad points.

The intent of the software is to allow the user to
speak words into the computer and for the computer to
recognize those words, understand that some of them
are commands, and also understand that some of them
are input to programs. In other words, when I say the
words “please save me”, the computer must decide
whether to add the words to the document I am editing
as if I had typed them, or add the word “please” to the
document, and then bring up the save dialog box to save
the document with the name “me”.

The program that is attempting to do this has two
major hurdles to conquer. It has to recognize the spoken
words correctly. This is helped by the training exercises.
But it has its limitations.

It must also understand “in context” which of those
words are commands and which of those words are to
be part of my document. As time goes on, you learn to
pause before speaking a command. So in the above
example of “please save me”, I would say the words
altogether relatively quickly in order to enter them in my
document. If I wanted to add the word “please” to my
document then save the document, I would speak the
word “please”, then pause for a few seconds, then say
the word “ save.” This would bring up the save dialog
box and I could continue as if it was a command.

As far as the good points are concerned: If I’m
working off printed list or when I know for sure what I
want to say clearly, it can be a much faster way of
inputting text than for me to type it. Some of that is due

to my typing speed being somwhat slow. I am a faster
typist then most hunt and peck folks, but I would never
be able to keep a job as a secretary. It is also much
better at spelling than I am.

If I don’t know what I’m going to say in advance
the program does not facilitate me speaking what I want
to say and then recomposing it later. Some of this may
be my fault. I find that I can type up an article by hand
and maintain enough control so that in the end I have
something coherent. When I just speak out what I want
it does not always make sense. I spend way too much
time revising it.

One of the disadvantages is that you need to spend
a little bit of time training the voice recognition system.
The system works best when you are running a very
simple application such as WordPad or Notepad. It can
even be used to some extent in Microsoft Word.
However when using an application such as
PowerPoint, the program spends so much time trying to
figure out what possible commands you might be
wanting to perform and not enough time actually realiz-
ing that you are trying to enter words.

Another problem is homonyms. These are words
that sound the same but they have different meanings in
English except for the possibility of some contextual
clues. There is no way for the speech recognition
software to know whether I want “2”, “two”, “to”, or
“too.”  During setup the program asks you if they can
look at the contents of documents on your hard drive to
help you determine what word you used most often and
in what context. This does help it guess which homonym
you want.

The final problem I wish to discuss is the editing
features. Whenever I create a text document I will want
to fix mistakes. There are some commands in the
software that will help fix mistakes, but they are limited
and clumsy. Some of them will even (in theory) help
prevent mistakes by the voice recognition software in
future. All that being said, I find that editing documents
using the voice recognition software is very frustrating. I
always resort to using the arrow keys and the mouse to
navigate through the document.

Continued on page 14
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The New, The Best, and The Worst
Collected by Pim Borman, Webmaster, SW Indiana PC
Users Group, Inc
http://swipcug.apcug.org/
Swipcug(at)gmail.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s permis-
sion for publication by APCUG member groups.

Disruptive Open Source Programs.
The prestigious British weekly news magazine, The

Economist, carries a 14-page special report on Innova-
tion in its October 13th, 2007 issue. As you might expect
it is about innovation in entrepreneurship, not the kind
associated with the name Edison and symbolized by a
light bulb. Besides,  Edison did not invent light bulbs but
only improved them to make them practical and market-
able.

Of the different kinds of entrepreneurial innovation
the articles discuss, a particular one caught my attention.
Referring to Clayton Christensen, author of  The
Innovator’s Dilemma  - When New Technologies Cause
Great Firms to Fail, The Economist writes: “... even
successful firms can get into trouble by trying to please
their best customers. Because there may be only a
handful of highly profitable, high-end buyers who want
and can afford more features and better performance,
firms can invest heavily in trying to deliver what this elite
group wants, even though the resulting products may end
up being beyond the reach of the majority of customers.”
That opens the door to producers of “inferior” but
perfectly adequate, lower priced products to compete
successfully and to delegate the incumbents to market
niches. Christensen calls this “disruptive” innovation, as
opposed to innovation due to product improvements or
novel marketing techniques. As examples he mentions
how personal computers took over most of the tasks of
IBM’s mainframes and Digital Equipment’s mini-comput-
ers and how Nucor’s highly efficient mini-mills outdid US
Steel’s blast furnaces.

Another such disruptive innovation that comes to
mind is the development of Open Source software in
competition with expensive, overly elaborate programs
currently in use by the majority of computers in the
Western world. Most users of MS Word never use, or

even know or care about, its many arcane features and
could save themselves a lot of money by using the free
OpenOffice.org’s Writer that has most of the same
features. Even simpler, but perfectly adequate text
processors are available for free, such as Abiword. The
OpenOffice suite also includes perfectly adequate
offsets for most users of MS Excel spreadsheet,
PowerPoint presentation manager, Database, and
Drawing programs. Recently IBM announced that it
would open up its Corel Office suite, and in particular
the powerful Lotus spreadsheet program, to the Open
Source community and participate in Open Source
program developments.

Firefox already has taken over a large corner of
Microsoft Internet Explorer’s browser market, based
on its simplicity, ease-of-use, and the perception that it
is less susceptible to virus attacks. The Thunderbird
email program is giving MS Outlook Express a run for
its money with easy plug-in access to spell checkers in
multiple languages and the expectation of greater safety
in everyday use.

Most of the powerful image manipulation features
provided by the expensive Adobe Photoshop program
are available for free in The Gimp, another Open
Source program free for the downloading. Many free
programs are available to convert documents back and
forth to PDF format, long the carefully preserved
domain of the expensive Adobe Acrobat program.
There are long lists of other Open Source programs
capable of performing just about any function required
by users, including an excellent simple checkbook and
bookkeeping program, GNUCash and a good  geneal-
ogy program, GRAMPS. Interestingly, almost all Open
Source programs run just as well in Linux, without the
need to invest in the performance-hogging, malware-
susceptible, expensive MS Windows operating systems,
Vista in particular.

Open Source programs, including the Linux operat-
ing system, are making only slow inroads in the Western
world, especially the USA, due to the overwhelmingly
strong marketing legacy exerted by Microsoft. The rest
of the world, in which the USA seems to occupy an
ever-diminishing niche, is less overwhelmed by
Microsoft and mostly can’t afford its expensive,
 Continued on Page 14
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Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name _________________________________

Address ___________________________________

Home Phone ________________________________

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name _________________________________

City ______________________________________

State _______  Zip + 4 ________________________

E-mail Address ______________________________

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

Moving ?
Don’t miss out on any issues of the BUG Newsletter
Send your new address to:
Brevard Users Group  Att: Treasurer
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456
And e-mail to the Newsletter and Treasurer at:
newsletter@bugclub.org
treasurer@bugclub.org

Afternoon Meeting
An afternoon meeting is held on the first

Monday of the month at 2pm, in One Senior
Place,  8085 Spyglass Hill Rd, Viera.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.

BUG  Officers
Meets the First Wednesday of the month at the

Fee Ave. Library, in Study room 1
Time 7:00 pm to 8:00pm

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

E-mail:  rschmidt@cfl.rr.com

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM Thursdays

1st & 3rd Thursday at Eau Gallie Library.
All Other Thursdays at Melbourne Library on

Fee Avenue.

          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 2nd and 4th Thursdays, in
the Fee Ave Library, before the Windows SIG

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before and

after the BUG monthly meeting.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home.

Call 728-5979 for directions.

LINUX SIG
Meets on the Second and Fourth Tuesdays in

the small conference room at the
Melbourne Library on Fee Ave. 7:00 pm

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:30 PM the second and fourth

Thursdays, after the Windows SIG, at the Fee
Ave Library in Melbourne.
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Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Meetings:
Are held at the Melbourne Library  on
Fee Ave. the third Wednesday of the
month at 7:00 PM.

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Your membership expires on the date
indicated in the upper left of your
address label (YYYY\MM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the
renewal.

BUG Officers

President:
Larry French                   837-0962
president@bugclub.org

Vice President
Lester Cassel
vicepresident@bugclub.org

Treasurer:
Dave Riches
treasurer@bugclub.org

Secretary:
Eileen Cameron
secretary@bugclub.org

Member at Large:
Dan Wadler

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                    837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                    952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                   728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                  724-6715
Chuck Boring                   454-9455
Bob Staples                      255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

Tom Butler                     242-9869
geotbutler@juno.com

FACUG Representative:
Open

Program Director:
Dan Wadler

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:

Linux SIG
Chris Crisafulli


