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Space Coast PC Users Group
Meeting /Presentation

When: March 18th (3rd  Thursday of the month) at
6:00PM

Where: Central Brevard Library and Reference
Center, 308 Forrest Avenue, Cocoa, Florida.

Want to know more about the "All Digital"
Home Theater technology?

At our March 18th  meeting, Mr. Brian Bernard of
Innovative Electronic Environments Company will give a
presentation on the new developments in the "Electronic
Lifestyle Enhancement" Home Theater Digital Technolo-
gies that are currently available.

Space Coast PC Users Group (SCPCUG) will hold
the meeting at the Central Brevard Library and Refer-
ence Center. Our meetings are free to visitors with the
opportunity to become a member;  we are a non-profit
group of all ages interested in computer technologies.

Go the SCPCUG web site at
http://www.scpcug.com/mainmeet.html
- an on-line map is provided.

Secretary’s Report
February 11, 2010
1.  President Larry French called the meeting to

order at 6:30 PM.
2. Tom English advised we have the Quick Books

2009 Software.  He and Larry met with Dave Riches and
wife for orientation on the software.  The 2010 Software
has been loaded on the computer and Tom will get the
January and February Dues Notice of Payment out as
soon as possible.

3. Hank Lauritsen has a speaker from FPL for the
March Meeting.

4. Larry asked attendees if they wanted speakers.
No actual response to the question.

5.  Tom Butler will check with Electronic
Wholesaler’s (Astro Too) to see if they want to continue
the advertisement.

6. Larry again advised us to update our mailing and
e-mail addresses.  Newsletter is only mailed to members.

7. Questions and Answer session began.
8. Prizes were 1 year Smart Computing subscription

was won by Bob Schmidt and Bill Middletown.  The Air
Duster was won by Jack Nash.

9. There were 27 members attending the meeting
and the next General Meeting is March 11th, 2010.

The meeting adjourned at 8:03 PM.

Secretary,
Eileen M. Cameron
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T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400 Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01, on Windows 98se.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the second
Wednesday of the month. Items received after the
deadline will be held for the following month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
E-mail to:   newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Contributing Editor Jim Hally
Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams
Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE

BREVARD USERS GROUP
WILL BE ON THURSDAY

  March, 11th, 2010
At 6:30 pm

In
The Central Baptist Church

Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!

ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

                   Computer Service

  6949 W. Nasa Blvd.                       (321) 727-9010
  W. Melbourne, FL 32904      Fax: (321) 253-2292

Web Site: AstroToo.com
EMail: 2@AstroToo.Com

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by:
Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.

The same printer used by many user groups, local
churches, mobile home parks, and many others at
affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743
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Treasurer’s Report
By: Tom English

January 2010

EXPENSES
Door Prizes $    7.41
Postage $165.31
Equipment $100.00
Total $272.72

INCOME
Dues $125.00
Interest $    0.51
Total $125.51

ASSETS
Checking $1,184.45
Savings $2,020.90
Total $3,205.35

Renewals:
McCorquodale, John #1280"
Roberts, Ray #1305
Fogg, John #1310
Riches, David #1295

Welcome aboard New Members

New:
Reil, Arlene  #1324

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
FEBRUARY 11, 2010

1.  Meeting was called to order by President Larry
French at 8:15 PM.

2. Roll Call:  Larry French, President; Lucile
Wagner, VP; Eileen Cameron, Secretary; Tom English,
Treasurer; Hank Lauritsen, 1st Member at Large;
Gervase Bushe, 2nd Member at Large; James
Townsend, Newsletter Editor  and visitor Bill
Middletown were present.

3. Minutes of January Meeting was discussed and
no changes needed.  Tom English made a motion to
accept the minutes and Hand Lauritsen 2nd the motion.
All agreed.

4. Tom English wrote a check for 6 months, $30 X
6 = $180, to the Baptist church for our meeting place.

5. Tom and Larry spent a couple of hours with
Dave Riches to study the Quick Books 2009 software.

6. President Larry French, Treasurer Tom English,
and another person excluding a board member will be
needed to audit the financial records for BUG.

7. Tom will have the January-February Financial
report available in March and will send out dues notices
to members.

8. Larry advised we have 2 more Smart Comput-
ing 1 year subscriptions.  Smart Computing has discon-
tinued the free subscriptions.  Hank Lauritsen made a
motion to give Larry one of the free subscriptions as it is
helpful to the president with his work.  Gervase Bushe
2nd the motion and it was carried unanimously.

9. Jim stated to be sure and pay the APCUG bill.
Larry assured check would be mailed.  We need the
check book at the meetings each month to write Jim a
check for the newsletter which is paid a month in
advance.  The check is made out to the Post Office for
newsletter mailing.

10. Larry asked for help in writing the President’s
newsletter article.  Gervase volunteered to help.

11. Lucile led a discussion on getting advertisements
for the newsletter.  Discussed possible increase in cost
of each ad.  More information needed on costs to
pursue this, also it could cost more to print the newslet-
ter with added ads.

12. Larry said Tom Butler will talk with Electronic
Wholesaler about their ad.

13. Jim needs articles for the newsletter no later than
February 20, 2010.

14. Discussion on the Viera attendees for BUG
Meeting.  Thought to try to get more of them to be
members but Larry said we do not push people to
become members just advise them.

15. Hank made a motion to end meeting at 8:40 PM
and Gervase Bushe 2nd the motion.  All was in favor.

Secretary
Eileen M. Cameron
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COMMERCIAL SOFTWARE
AVAILABLE FOR FREE

Ira Wilsker
APCUG Director
iwilsker (at) sbcglobal.net
Reprint from Lacs

Computer users often seem to be in the market for
additional software. Many users even seem to have an
addiction to new software, seeming to have an insatiable
urge to try something new. There are many online
resources that have enormous libraries of free software
to download, such as download.com, MajorGeek, and
TUCOWS, but other than some pirate and hacker sites,
there are only a few sites where commercial software
can legitimately be downloaded free.

One of my personal favorites is dotTech.org,
http://dottech.org, which has proven to be an excellent
resource when it comes to legitimately getting free
copies of commercial software. New titles appear on an
almost daily basis under the “freebies” category,
http://www.dottech.org/ category/freebies, and are
usually available for a very limited time or a limited
number of downloads. The “freebies” page has an
editorial comment at the top that was posted by the
founder of dotTech, “Ashraf” says, “I gave up my
‘illegal’ activities long ago – but I still like freebies. Here
you will see posts about how to attain commercial
software for free – 100% legit!” Currently, there are 52
commercial software titles available as a free download,
but this number is dynamic and changes frequently as old
offers expire, and new titles are added.

As with bargains anywhere else, the rule is that if
you see something you like, get it now, because it may
not be there later. Ashraf and the editors of DotTech.org
review each software title, and I have found the reviews
to be reliable and accurate. There is also an open blog
on each listing where users who have downloaded and
installed the software have left comments as to the
functionality of the software, a feature that I have found
useful.

DotTech’s selection of software is varied, but seems
to favor performance utilities. While many of the soft-
ware publishers listed on dotTech may not be familiar to

Americans, they are mostly European in origin, and
generally have a very good to excellent reputation.
These lesser known publishers will typically allow their
commercial software to be promoted on dot-Tech in
order to become better known, and to sometimes get
leads to sell their other software products. Mostly, the
titles available are the latest versions, but in a few cases
the free downloads were of a previous but recent
version.

There are two very good commercial products that I
use regularly thanks to DotTech, and I do periodically
receive emailed promotions from the publishers about
their other wares. These promotions are more sporadic
than regular, and not so frequent as to be irritating. Both
have unsubscribe links on their promotions, but I have
found them often interesting, as their products that they
promote are often offered at deep discounts.

One recent example was the German software
publisher, Ashampoo that sent an email that offered
almost all of its products for a flat price of only $10
each. It should be noted that Ashampoo is not some little
software publisher, as it is very popular in Europe, and
claims to have over 10 million registered users of its
software, with 97 million copies installed. This is pre-
cisely the type of company that promotes its software on
dotTech.org.

Some of the commercial software that has recently
been offered free on dotTech include Ashampoo Office
2008, Ashampoo Internet Accelerator 2, USB Safely
Remove 4.1, Comfort Keys Lite, Ashampoo Burning
Studio 2010, O&O CleverCache 6 Professional, WinX
DVD Ripper Platinum, CyberLink Power-Director 7
Ultra, Paragon Drive Backup 9.0 Professional,
EVEREST Ultimate Edition 4.6, EASEUS Partition
Master Pro, and dozens of other titles. The full list can
be found online at http://dottech.org/category/freebies.

I subscribe to DotTech’s RSS feed (dottech.org/
feed) and email alerts (dottech.org/email-reminders) so I
can keep up with the latest software giveaways. I
routinely download and install the new offerings to
satiate my desire to try new software; generally, I have
been very satisfied with the offerings and have found
them to be generally excellent. For those that I no longer

Continued on Page 6
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want, they have been easy to uninstall with their integral
uninstall function or from Add/Remove Programs. In
addition to commercial software, dotTech also has some
good software tips and hints, as well as reviews of other
software products.

Speaking of giveaways, what may arguably be the
most popular software giveaway website is “Give Away
of the Day” at http://www.giveawayoftheday.com.

The software on that website must be downloaded
and installed by midnight Pacific time (2am Central
time), or the install feature will fail, but if it is installed by
the deadline, a fully registered copy of the software is
yours to keep.

Every 24 hours, at midnight Pacific Time, a new
software title becomes available. Software available on
Give Away of the Day has been of all types, including
utilities, video and audio editors, security software, and
other genres, and is often from major software publish-
ers. It needs to be noted that the software downloaded
and registered through Give Away of the Day is not
eligible for support, and does not qualify for free up-
grades. It should also be noted that during the registra-
tion process, which must be done while online, some
other utilities may appear on the registration popup that
may be installed, and by my choice, I never select them
for installation.

Give Away of the Day often has dozens of com-
ments and reviews of that day’s software by the time
dawn breaks in the U.S., these comments being posted
by users mostly in Asia and Europe, where the software
has been available for download for several hours. If the
software looks interesting, I click on the icon to go to
the download page, and review the comments prior to
downloading.

The reviews are summarized with a “thumbs up” or
“thumbs down” rating; if the majority of reviewers likes
the software, I will seriously consider downloading it; if
the “thumbs down” are in the majority, then I will usually
not download it. I also read the reviews and comments
to corroborate that the software will install and function
on my operating system. I also find references in the
review to competing, often free, competitors to be
generally helpful, and a source of other software to try.

It is interesting that often the first, and usually the
most comprehensive review posted is from Ashraf, the
same person that runs dotTech. These reviews list the
good and bad features of the program offered, as well
as a link to a full review on dotTech.

Give Away of the Day has a sister site, Game Give
Away of the Day,

http://www.game.giveawayof the day.com, which
has commercial computer games available for down-
load. Unlike the parent site, new games are not typically
available every day, but it is still a worthwhile website for
gamers to visit on a frequent basis just to see if some-
thing new has been posted.

Both Give Away of the Day and Game Give Away
of the Day offer RSS feeds and email alerts to notify
those interested of any new offerings. I subscribe to both
in order to be informed of those offerings.

These websites have had some great commercial
software available at a great price (free), which I use on
a regular basis. They are most worthy of a regular visit in
order to take advantage of the offerings.

Be sure to hear Ira’s Radio Show, Monday, 6-7
pm Central time, hlvi.com. Ira is the APCUG
Representative for the Golden Triangle PC Club and
is a columnist for The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas.

Commerical Software ... Continued from Page 5

There is much to be said in favour of modern
journalism. By giving us the opinions of the unedu-
cated, it keeps us in touch with the ignorance of the
community. -                        - Oscar Wilde
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    Downloading and Converting
YouTube Videos

By Ira Wilsker

    WEBSITES:
    http://www.forinside.com – Online download and

conversion
    http://www.downloadhelper.net – FireFox Add-

on and converter
    http://www.orbitdownloader.com – Automated

downloader
    http://www.download-youtube.com — Online

download
    http://www.videolan.org – Free universal video

player
    http://www.any-video-converter.com/products/

for_video_free/
    http://www.dvdvideosoft.com/free-dvd-video-

software.htm

                I frequently get emails from readers of this
column and listeners of my radio show regarding prob-
lems they are having.  While I cannot guarantee an
effective answer, I can at least try to help them out, or
tell them where they can find a solution.  Some of the
more interesting, or more common questions I will
occasionally post here under the premise that if a few of
you are having a similar problem, then many others are
having a similar problem.

                Last Friday I was forwarded an email that
had been bouncing around one of the departments at
Lamar University about how to download YouTube
videos and convert them to a format that can be used in
PowerPoint.  Some of the faculty have rightly found that
there is some useful content on YouTube that is appli-
cable to academic lectures, and they would like to use
this information in class.  Fortunately, there are several
good solutions.

                     My personal first choice in download-
ing YouTube videos and converting them into a format
that can play in PowerPoint, or on most video players, is
a free add-on for the FireFox browser called
DownloadHelper ( www.downloadhelper.net).
DownloadHelper is extremely popular with FireFox
users, having been downloaded and installed about 54

million times!  DownloadHelper places a small icon on
the bottom edge of the browser window consisting of
three colored balls; when the balls become animated, the
DownloadHelper menu becomes available by clicking
on the icon.  Left clicking on the icon shows the title of
the video, and clicking the title downloads the video in
YouTube’s native FLV format to your computer.  Right
clicking on the icon opens the menu which allows the
user to convert the video into any of many popular
formats.  Alternatively, clicking on the three-ball icon that
appears to the left of the video title at the top of the
screen opens a one-click menu that offers all of the
options.  The one that I use most often is the “Download
and Convert” which can download and convert the
video in a single action.  For compatibility purposes,
especially when embedding the video in PowerPoint, I
mostly select the WMV (Windows media format), but
sometimes choose the QuickTime MOV, or AVI for-
mats.  For those who do not have FireFox installed, it is
available free at getfirefox.com, and does not interfere
with any other browser on the computer.

 For those using any browser, there are several free
online services that will download YouTube (and other)
videos to your computer, and some will also convert
them to popular formats for you.  Even though its server
is frequently busy and located in Brazil, I like Forinside,
at www.forinside.com. Forinside is extremely easy to
use; all the user needs to do is copy the URL (web
address) of the video and paste it into the textbox, and
use the pull down menu to select a format.  Clicking the
download button will start the process.  Forinside can
convert online videos into any of the 10 most widely
used formats, and can download videos and audio from
YouTube, MySpace, Google Video, and Mp3Tube.

For those who already have videos on their comput-
ers that they would like to convert into other formats,
Forinside offers that service for free.  Simply click on the
orange “File” tab, then “Browse” your hard drive for the
file you want converted.  Use the pull down menu to
select any of the 10 formats available, click on “Con-
vert” and Forinside will upload the original video to its
server, convert it to the chosen format, and then down-
load it to your computer in the new format.  Your original
video remains intact on your computer.  As stated
above, the Forinside server is often very busy.

Continued on Page 8
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Download YouTube ... Continued from Page 7
                Another service that can download

YouTube videos directly to your computer is Download-
YouTube.com.  This site is very easy to use from any
browser.  Simply open the desired YouTube page, and in
the address bar of your browser insert  the phrase
“download-” (download hyphen) before the word
“YouTube “ in the URL, and the user will be directed to
the Download-YouTube web page.  On the Download-
YouTube page either click on the “Click here to down-
load” link, or right click and “Save Link As” or “Save
target as” and the file will be downloaded in the native
YouTube FLV format.

                One of the easiest free YouTube
downloaders is Orbit Downloader, available at
www.orbitdownloader.com. This download tool has
some of the highest editor and user ratings on the
popular download sites, and can accelerate download-
ing of not just YouTube videos, but most general down-
loads as well.  Orbit Downloader integrates seamlessly
into Internet Explorer, FireFox, and Opera, and includes
a “Get It” button that appears when connecting to
YouTube that offers a single click download.  YouTube
videos will be downloaded in their native FLV format.

                There is a free bundle of video software
that can download YouTube and other media, convert
them to most formats, and even edit video and audio
files.  The software bundle aptly named “Free Studio”
contains 23 video and audio utilities, and is a 30 Meg
download available for free download from
www.dvdvideosoft.com/free-dvd-video-software.htm.
According to the publisher of Free Studio, “With this
free software you can convert video and audio files
between different formats and to iPod, PSP, iPhone,
BlackBerry and other portable devices; burn and rip
DVDs and audio CDs; upload and download videos
and music to your computer, iPod, PSP, iPhone and
BlackBerry; perform basic editing of audio and video
files.”  This bundle, reviewed and top rated by several of
the major download sites, may be a worthwhile bundle
to download and install.

                If there is a need to convert the YouTube
FLV videos, or any other video formats, into a more
useful format, such as WMV or MOV, a utility called

“Any Video Converter Freeware” may be useful, as it
supports dozens of video and audio formats, and can
easily convert files between these formats.  This soft-
ware is available for download from

    http://www.any-video-converter.com/products/
for_video_free, and according to its publisher, has been
downloaded over 25 million times.  The online service
CNet gave Any Video Converter Freeware its highest
5-star editors’ rating.

    If your only need is to play downloaded YouTube
videos, there is an easy and free solution that does not
require any conversion utilities.  YouTube’s FLV format
can be played on the universal video player (free)
VideoLAN - VLC Media Player (www.videolan.org ).
The VLC media player is one of the most widely used
video players in the world, with over 110 million down-
loads, and has earned a very loyal following.  VLC
media Player can play almost every available video and
audio format without the need for any plug-ins or add-
ons, and is available for free, and will run on almost
every operating system.

    With these utilities and services, downloading
YouTube and other videos and converting them into
another useful format is simple.  I routinely use such
downloads in class both as individual videos, and as
videos embedded in PowerPoint.  There is much that
can be done with online videos, and these utilities and
services are worthy of a try.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author.
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25GB in 70 seconds with USB 3.0
Reprint from:
Hilton Head Island Computer Group newsletter

Can you imagine downloading a complete movie to
a USB device in just over a minute? Asus has introduced
a motherboard with on-board support for SuperSpeed
USB, with up to 10 times the data-transfer rate of its
predecessor (USB 2.0). In addition, the Asus Xtreme
Design P7P55D-E Premium motherboard has two
SATA 6 Gb per second ports for up to two hard disk
drives. It also uses CPU sockets for Intel ‘s Core i7, i5
and i3 processors, the chip maker’s latest PC proces-
sors.

While hard drives and other devices using USB 3.0
are not yet available, it will just be a matter of time. Best
of all the USB 3.0 ports will be fully compatible with
USB 2.0 and USB 1.1 devices. USB 2.0 is one of the
most widely adopted data transfer formats with billions
of devices in use around the world.

If you want to be ready to try out the first USB 3.0
devices when they come out, Asus is offering a PCI-E
card (U3S6) with 2-USB 3.0 and 2-SATA 6.0 ports for
$30. You can insert the U3S6 in your present PC if you
have an empty PCI-E slot.

Click here for details. http://tinyurl.com/yejnqwh

USB vs, FIREWIRE
DATA TRANSFER

Reprint from:
Hilton Head Island CC Hilton Head, SC
http://hhhicc.org

By now, most of us are aware of, if not using, USB
Flash Memory sticks (or thumb drives). they use the
USB 2.0 protocol with a maximum data speed of 480
Mbps (mega bits per second).

Recently, thumb drives with data capacities of 16
GB have become available at a price of less than $50.

Firewire has data transfer rates of 400 or 800
Mbps. However, it has not been widely adopted by the
PC vendors and is seen primarily on Mac computers.
An advantage of Firewire is that it delivers over 95
percent of its rated speed, while the speed of USB
devices depend on the hardware, and are often as little
as 50 percent of maximum speed. Firewire also sup-
ports data transfer over longer distances, i.e. for transfer
between two computers.

Late in 2008, USB 3.0 and Firewire 3200 have
been announced. The transfer speed of USB 3.0 is 4.8
Gbps. For Firewire 3200, the rated speed is 3.2 Gbps.
Additionally, it is worth noting that Fire Wire 3200 will
be based on the hardware technology currently used by
FireWire 800, so users currently equipped with that
technology won’t have to change a thing to utilize
FireWire 3200. USB 3.0 adopters will need to switch
hardware.

It may be only the geeks among us who will get
excited about these new developments, but it is testa-
ment to the march of progress in the computer and
electronics world.

A blonde was weed-eating her yard and acciden-
tally cut off the tail of her cat which was hiding in
the grass. She rushed her cat, along with the tail,
over to WAL-MART!

Why WAL-MART ??   HELLOOOOOOOOO!
WAL-MART is the largest re-tailer in the world!!!

A Woman’s Dictionary
Hardware Store (hard*war stor)
Similar to a black hole in space —
if he goes in, he isn’t coming out anytime soon.

Eternity (e*ter*ni*tee) n.
The last two minutes of a football game.

Blonde jokes (blond joks) n.
Jokes that are short so men can understand them.

Argument (ar*gyou*ment) n.
A discussion that occurs when you’re right, but he just
hasn’t realized it yet.
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How Does Windows Handle
USB Devices?

Written by Dave Gerber, Program Chair, Sarasota
PCUG, Florida;
 Member of the “Live on the Internet” Bits and Bytes
radio show team

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author. The Editorial Committee of the Association
of Personal Computer User Groups (APCUG), an
international organization of which this group is a
member, brings this article to you.

One subject that often comes up is how Windows
handles USB (Universal Serial Bus) devices and what
you can do when USB devices don’t work as you
expect. First, let’s talk about the two versions of USB
that you’ll probably encounter:

USB 1.1: these were the first widely-available
devices and usually ran at a speed of 1.5 mb/sec. They
were meant to replace old-fashioned serial and parallel
(printer) connections that ran at only a fraction of the
speed and could connect only one device at a time.
While this speed was OK for slow devices like mice and
keyboards, it wasn’t useful for transferring large amounts
of data, like from digital video cameras. For faster
speeds, you needed SCSI or FireWire (IEEE 1394)
connections. Since these were used mostly on the Mac,
you often needed an add-in card for your computer to
use them, which is one of the inconveniences that USB
was supposed to alleviate.

USB 2.0: typically runs at the much higher speed of
480 mb/sec, which is faster than the original FireWire
standard and much faster than SCSI. This is more
appropriate for large data transfer, such as to external
hard drives, and necessary to connect CD or DVD
burners. However, some people still prefer FireWire for
devices like video cameras, because FireWire is really a
network that allows devices to be more interactive.

So how do you know which USB you have? If your
computer was made sometime in the last few years,

chances are its USB ports are version 2.0, which are
backwards-compatible with 1.1 devices. One way you
can tell which version your computer has is to look at
the Device Manager in Windows XP:

    * Press Windows Key + Break to open Device
Manager (or click the Start button, then right-click My
Computer and select Properties).

    * Click the Hardware tab, then click Device
Manager.

    * At the bottom of the list, click the plus sign next
to Universal Serial Bus controllers.

If your computer  is equipped with USB 1.1, you’ll
see a device or two called a Host Controller or Open
Host Controller.

If your computer is equipped with USB 2.0, you’ll
see a device or two called an Enhanced Host Controller
or USB 2.0 Controller.

Any USB device you buy will have the regular USB
trident logo and any high-speed USB device will have
the red, white and blue high-speed logo.

If you connect a high-speed USB device to a low-
speed USB port on your computer, Windows will
probably give you a message that the device can run
faster if you connect it to a high-speed port. A USB 2.0
internal expansion card costs about $20 and a USB 2.0
notebook adapter (fits in the PC Card slot) costs about
$40.

The most common problem people have is when
they connect a USB flash drive (sometimes called a
thumb drive) to a computer and the computer doesn’t
recognize it.

First, let me say that these are great devices. Con-
nect one to your computer and it works like a remov-
able hard drive.

“When you connect a USB device to a computer
running Windows XP, the computer will detect it imme-
diately.”

Continued on Page 11
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When you connect a USB device to a computer
running Windows XP, the computer will detect it imme-
diately. When that device is a USB drive, you’ll prob-
ably see a message on the taskbar that Windows
detected a new device, followed by a dialog box that
asks if you want to open the drive to see its contents,
play a movie and other choices. Windows will also
assign a drive letter to the device. But sometimes you
won’t get this dialog box, and when you open My
Computer manually (Windows Key + E), you won’t see
the device listed. That means there’s a drive letter
conflict.

Here’s how you fix it:

    * Select Start/Control Panel, then double-click
Administrative Tools. (You may also have Administrative
Tools directly on the Start menu.)

    * Double-click Computer Management.
    * On the left side of the Computer Management

console, select Disk Management.
    * On the right side, you should see a device listed

as a removable drive, probably with the same letter as
another drive you’re already using.

    * Right-click the white bar where it shows the
letter, then select Change Drive Letter and Paths.

    * Select the letter, then click the Change button.
    * Pick a letter not already in use from the list, then

click OK.
    * Click OK on the warning message, then click

OK again. (I assign U: to all USB flash drives, since I
never use more than one flash drive at a time.)

    * Close the Computer Management console.
When you go back into My Computer, you should see
the USB drive with the new letter.

“If you run out of ports, you can fix the problem by
applying cash”

Another common problem is running out of ports.
When USB started being implemented, the idea was that
you would daisy-chain the devices together. So com-
puter manufacturers would put in only two ports (always
in the back) and only one port on laptops. For a variety
of reasons, the daisy-chain idea never caught on, and

computers made today typically have four ports in the
back and two in the front, for quick access.

If you run out of ports, you can fix the problem —
as with so many others — by applying cash. Buy an
external USB hub for anywhere from $10 to $40,
depending on size, number of ports and power. A hub
will split a single USB port into several more. The better
ones have their own power supply, so your devices
don’t have to rely on the computer for powering the
USB connection. When there isn’t enough power to go
around for all the devices, they can go offline.

This brings me to the last problem I’ll mention: USB
devices going offline because of reasons unrelated to
power shortage. This was fairly common when you had
many devices connected using USB 1.1 in versions of
Windows older than 2000, where the devices had to
supply their own software to get USB to work. (Native
USB drivers were first included with 2000, then made
more robust in XP — and Vista, presumably). If this
happens, simply unplug all the USB devices, then plug
them back in one-by-one. If any are daisy-chained
together, connect the parent devices before connecting
the child devices.

USB Devices ... Continued from Page 10

 http://skipwreninsurance.com

Skip Wren Insurance Agency
                       We Value Relationships

      1430 Palm Bay Road      8255 N Wickham Rd
       Palm Bay, FL 32905      Viera, FL 32940
         (321) 725-1440           (321) 255-1117

Last night, my family  and I were sitting in the
living room and I said to them, ‘I never want to live
in a vegetative state, dependent on some machine
and fluids from a bottle.

“If that ever happens, just pull the plug..”

They got up, unplugged my Computer, and threw
out my wine.
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Hard Drives, Connectors,
Performance and You

Ira Brickman, President,
ICON PC User Group, Inc., New York
The ICON Graphic, Newsletter of the ICON PCUG,
 www.iconpcug.org  president(at)iconpcug.org

Performance Drives May Be Worth the Price

This article has been obtained from APCUG with
the author’s permission for publication by APCUG
member groups; all other uses require the permission
of the author (see e-mail address above).

You buy a new computer and you‘re pleased that it
is faster than your old one. You spend time keeping it
fast. You keep crapware and malware away. You add
memory. After a time, as your hard drive fills up, you
decide to replace it or add another hard drive. After all,
the price of hard drives is relatively low. They are less
expensive than ever. So you make sure you get an
inexpensive, reliable brand.

But did you know that with the right new hard drive,
your computer can be noticeably faster? Most manufac-
turers decide on hard drives the same way you do, if you
do what is described in the paragraph above. In aver-
age-priced desktops and notebooks alike, OEM‘s find
reliable, inexpensive drives; drives that are smaller than
the largest drives available. Most people aren‘t aware of
this because that new processor, memory and larger
drive are so much faster than their old computer.

So with a little understanding of specs and some
real-world benchmarks, you can do more for your
computer than add more storage space when you buy a
new hard drive.

First some information about the specifications and
standards for various kinds of interfaces used to connect
hard drives. Newer computers use internal SATA-
connected hard drives. The old internal connection for
hard drives was IDE and was called ATA. It is now
called PATA. The P stands for “parallel.” The”S” in
SATA stands for “serial.”

When drives are connected externally, directly to
your computer, your choices are USB, Firewire, and the
newer eSATA (external SATA.) USB is virtually on
every computer. The currently faster Firewire is more
common on Apple computers. Newest desktop PC‘s
often can include an eSATA connection. Slowest to
fastest, here are the theoretical maximum speeds for the
fastest versions of these interfaces:

    • USB 2.0 – 480 Mbps
    • FireWire 800 – 800 Mpbs
    • PATA – 1.6 Gbps
    • SATA 3.0 (and eSATA) – 3.0 Gbps

Based on these theoretical numbers, SATA is nearly
twice the speed of PATA and nearly eight times faster
than USB. In the real world, however, drives don‘t
transfer data at nearly those speeds. Performance of
things like your CPU, support chips, memory and what
your computer is doing while data is being transferred,
act to throttle maximum speed.

You can add any or all of these connections to both
desktops and notebooks. If they aren‘t there already in
your computer, you can install a controller card. In a
desktop that has SATA, adding eSATA is simply buying
a cable – one end connects to the SATA controller on
the mainboard, the other end has a female eSATA port.
Connecting an SATA drive externally, then, requires no
special electronics or interface in an external case, unlike
the electronics required for USB. Internally-connected
SATA drives function as fast when externally connected
by eSATA.

OK… the above is necessary to understand my
recent real world experiences replacing a hard drive on
my one-year old Vista notebook. It focuses on SATA
drives since those are now the standard included in all
desktop computers and notebooks. My notebook came
with a 2.5” 250 Gb Seagate SATA internal drive. At the
beginning of the year, Seagate began shipping 500 Gb
notebook drives. Like most modern notebook drives,
they both rotate at 5,400 rpm and have an 8mb cache.
More recently, Seagate began shipping premium note-
book drives that rotate at 7,200 rpm and have a 16Mb
cache, including one with a 500 Gb capacity. I bought
that premium drive, hoping the added cost would
translate to a significant increase in performance.

Continued on Page 13
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Performance and You ... Continued from Page 12
Using an external case with an eSATA connector and

an eSATA PC Card inserted into my notebook, I used
Acronis True image to clone my old hard drive onto the
new drive. Even with the faster interface speed, it took
well over an hour to finish.

Before I replaced the notebook drive, I decided to
experiment. I copied to the new larger, hopefully faster
drive, 35 Gb in 340 files ranging in size from 20Mb to
nearly 1 Gb, using the eSATA connection. Next, I
deleted the files and did it again using the external case‘s
USB connection. Then I switched to a smaller USB
external drive with a 5,400 rpm, 60Gb PATA drive with
a 16Mb cache and copied the same files:

Finally, I swapped out the old 260Gb for the 500Gb
drive, re-booted, and tried the same transfers with the
with the 250Gb SATA drive installed in the external case.
Here are the results (rounded to whole numbers):
500 Gb SATA drive:  260 Gb SATA:  60 Gb PATA:
eSATA 38 Mbps       SATA 32 Mbps
USB 25 Mbps          USB 21 Mbps      USB 8 Mbps

Comparing apples to apples, looking first at the USB
results, it is clear that SATA drives have a clear speed
advantage over PATA drives even though some of the
slower PATA USB results can be attributed to the IDE to
USB interface in one external case vs. a faster SATA to
USB interface in the other. Comparing the SATA drives,
the increased rpm and cache are responsible for a
definite increase in overall speed since the case was the
same in both instances. This test revealed more than an
18% increase in speed. Interestingly, the Vista “Windows
Experience Index” scored the old drive at 5.3 and rated
the new drive 5.9 – an 11% increase. Benchmarks like
this, and single tests like my file transfer experiment,
share the same limitation: they don‘t reflect drive perfor-
mance for all real world circumstances.

So what about my real world experiences? With the
new 500 Gb drive installed in my notebook, I experi-
enced faster booting times and a noticeably “snappier”
performance. Opening a “My Computer” window, for
example, seemed to have eliminated a delay I had gotten
used to. Web pages seemed to open more quickly in
Internet Explorer. Microsoft Word loaded more quickly.

These are perceived, not measured, results. But when it
came to running Photoshop, I was delighted to see it
load in ten seconds, not the 25 seconds I‘d bemoaned
(and timed) for the past year!

Keeping in mind that my notebook is now working
faster, and has more storage than when I bought it, that
makes the added price of the new drive worthwhile to
me. And with the old drive in an external case, I can
now image my notebook drive pretty quickly using
eSATA. Hopefully this article and a little research on
your part will benefit you similarly when you purchase a
new hard drive.

Download YouTube Videos
the Easy Way!

Reprint from: Cyber Chat
The newsletter of the Chautauqua Cyber Club Inc.

This is a real quick and easy one for all our
YouTube users out there. Say you really like a video - I
mean, like it enough to want to download it.

What do you do?
Bookmark it and come back every time you want

to see it?
Bor-ring!

How about this:
While on YouTube, navigate to a video you want to

download to your computer and up in the address bar
of your browser, replace the “Y” in YouTube with a
number 3 and hit enter.

You’ll be taken to the 3ouTube site where you’ll
have the choice of downloading in MP4 or FLV
formats!

Look at this picture for example
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From the Tinkers Bench
USB 3.0 IS COMING

By Bob Schmidt
Tinkers SIG leader

First let me say that nothing stays the same in the
world of computing. Back in the early days, shuttle
tracking stations, (not part of the continental United
States), had to send their telemetry tapes back to
mission control aboard an Air Force cargo plane. A jet
carrying several thousand pound of tapes had fantastic
bandwidth J.  Ground Ethernet or Satellites were not
fast enough to move all that data.

To that end various government agencies are
working on 100G (100 Gigabit per second) Networks.
My best home computer has a 1G Ethernet port and
that is 10x faster than what was specified by NRL when
I was doing design 5 years ago.  We should note that
the 10G Ethernet standard has been around since 2002.
2010 will be the year we see this appearing in data
centers.

USB 3.0 will knock your socks off. The new
standard, announced in November 2008, promises to
be 10x faster that USB 2.0.  This interface is what
affects most of us in our homes. Copying a 25
Gigabytes of a High Definition movie to another com-
puter now takes about 15 minutes.  With USB 3.0 you
can do that in a minute.

Why is this a Tinkers issue? First and foremost the
new standard will use power, ground and six data pins,
not just two like in USB 1.0 or 2.0. The connectors will
be the same size so all USB 3.0 interfaces will be
backward compatible to USB 2.0 ports. New cables
will need to be purchased to take advantage of this
speed. It also goes without saying that the host and the
client (the electronic stuff at either end of the cable) must
also be USB 3.0.

I think we will see two things in the near future. First
will be USB 3.0 adapter cards that we will have to
install in our machines. Second we will see USB 3.0
thumb drives on the market that will support this new
high-speed interface.

Another thing to look for are backup tape drives.
Buffalo Technology has a one Terabyte Drive on the
market already. (See HD-HX1.0TU3 a Drive Station
with External 1TB Hard Drive and USB 3.0 port).

On the technical side, USB 3.0 devices only send
data to that port that requested it, not all of them as with
USB 2.0. This makes them more power efficient and an
ideal interface for battery powered devices.

Tinker Bob

Cartridge World
$2.00 Off  First Ink Refill  -  $10.00 Off First Laser Refill

Must bring empty ink or laser cartridges.
Not valid with other offers. Exp. 12/03/07

On Wickham Rd just south of Sarno

http://www.cartridgeworldusa.com/store434

785 N. Wickham Rd
Melbourne, Fl        321-242-7200

I am a Nobody.
Nobody is Perfect.
Therefore I am Perfect..

In my many years I have come to a conclusion
that one useless man is a shame, two is a law firm
and three or more is a congress.

--John Adams
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Meets on the Fourth and Fifth Thursday
at the Central Baptist Church

Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name _________________________________

Address ___________________________________

Home Phone ________________________________

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name _________________________________

City ______________________________________

State _______  Zip + 4 ________________________

E-mail Address ______________________________

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM

On the second and fourth Thursdays  at the
Central Baptist Church

2503 Country Club Rd Melbourne

LINUX SIG

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

Moving ?
Don’t miss out on any issues of the BUG Newsletter
Send your new address to:
Brevard Users Group  Att: Treasurer
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456
And e-mail to the Newsletter and Treasurer at:
newsletter@bugclub.org
treasurer@bugclub.org

Afternoon Meeting
An afternoon meeting is held on the first

Monday of the month at 2pm, in One Senior
Place,  8085 Spyglass Hill Rd, Viera.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.

BUG  Officers Meeting
The Officers meet at Central Baptist Church

after the BUG monthly meeting

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

E-mail:  rschmidt@cfl.rr.com

          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 4th Thursdays,
at the Central Baptist Church

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before and

after the BUG monthly meeting.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home.

Call 728-5979 for directions.

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:00 PM the fourth

  Thursday,  at the Central Baptist Church
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BUG Officers

President:
Larry French                   837-0962
president@bugclub.org

Vice President
Lucile Wagner
vicepresident@bugclub.org

Treasurer:
Tom English
treasurer@bugclub.org

Secretary:
Eileen Cameron
secretary@bugclub.org

First Member at Large:
Hank Lauritsen

Second Member at Large
Gervase Bushe

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                    837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                    952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter  SIG:
Jim Townsend                   728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Windows SIG:
George Rymer                  724-6715
Chuck Boring                   454-9455
Bob Staples                      255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

Tom Butler                     242-9869
geotbutler@juno.com

FACUG Representative:
Open

Program Director:

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:

Linux SIG
Chris Crisafulli
linux-sig@bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Monthly Meetings:
Are held at the second Thursday of
the month at Central Baptist Church
2503 Country Club Rd Melbourne at
6:30 PM.

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Your membership expires on the date
indicated in the upper left of your
address label (YYYY\MM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the
renewal.


