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T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400 Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01, on Windows 98se.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the second
Wednesday of the month. Items received after the
deadline will be held for the following month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
E-mail to:   newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Contributing Editor Jim Hally
Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams
Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE

BREVARD USERS GROUP
WILL BE ON THURSDAY

  May, 13th, 2010
At 6:30 pm

In
The Central Baptist Church

Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!

ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

                   Computer Service

  6949 W. Nasa Blvd.                       (321) 727-9010
  W. Melbourne, FL 32904      Fax: (321) 253-2292

Web Site: AstroToo.com
EMail: 2@AstroToo.Com

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by:
Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.

The same printer used by many user groups, local
churches, mobile home parks, and many others at
affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743
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Adding an NAS Drive To Your
Network (Part 1 of 2)

Ron Hirsch, Member & Contributing Editor,
Boca Raton Computer Society
www.brcs.org Ronhirsch1439 (at) comcast.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

A few months back, I presented two articles in Boca
Bits on setting up a wireless home network. And, I
reviewed the big advantages of using the Cisco program
“Network Magic” to configure and manage your net-
work settings, and elements.

With your network, you can share files, printers, et
al quite simply. But, to share files from a given computer,
for example, the computer having those files must be up
and running. And if you want to share a printer on the
network, the computer where that printer is installed,
and of course, the printer, must be up and running.

There is a quick and easy way around this, and that
is to use an NAS (network attached storage) device.
This is essentially a hard drive, within an enclosure,
which has a “mini” operating system included, which
takes the place of a computer, and provides the user
with a simple way to then connect the hard drive(s) to
the network, and provide access to the contents
thereon. Access to everything on the NAS device is
available at all times.

And, many of these NAS devices also provide a
USB port for use with printers and other accessories.
Putting a hub on this port will allow the use of whatever
USB devices that one wants to put on the network. For
devices which require an installation, such as a printer, or
scanner, the computer wanting to use that device must
have had the install procedure run, just as one would do
when that device is connected directly there.

OVERVIEW OF NAS DEVICES
There are several varieties of NAS devices out

there. The three main flavors are

1. Small self contained units which include one or
two hard drives, ready to go

2. Medium size units with no hard drives included.
The user gets his own hard drives and installs them into
the unit.

3. Large (and expensive) units, not really designed
for home users, and also priced too high for home use.

MAXIMUM FILE SIZE
When I started looking into NAS units, there was

one area where I was confused, since no units that I
could locate could handle hard drives with the NTFS
formatting capability. I wanted this to be able to store
images created by True Image, for my system backups.
These image files are usually 20-30 GB, but the limit in
FAT32 and EXT2/EXT3 is 4 GB (minus 1 byte). So to
store a 20 GB file from True Image, it breaks it up into 4
GB chunks.

Apparently, to use NTFS, which is a Microsoft
format in Windows versions from Windows NT, XP, and
onward, there are fees which one must pay to
Microsoft. And few manufacturers, if any, want to pay
this fee, so they settle on either FAT32 (the older
Windows file system), or EXT2/EXT3, which is a Linux
file system. These choices are fully compatible with
Microsoft Windows - all versions.

I finally decided to accept this formatting system,
and decided that I would not use the NAS drive to store
True Image backups. The read and write speeds,
working on a home network NAS drive, are very much
slower than working to an internal SATA drive in my
machine, and also much slower than working to a USB
drive connected to a computer. So I would just use the
NAS unit to have all my data and files on the network,
and instantly available to any computer on my network.

WHICH NAS UNIT TO GET
I did a lot of searching, reading user reviews, and

checking prices. I hadn’t realized that there were so
many choices out there. I considered price, quality, ease
of use, and many customer reviews on a variety of sites.
I finally decided on the D-Link DNS-323.

This unit has an all aluminum case, holds 2 SATA
drives, has in internal fan, seemed to be  well manufac-
tured. And, the price for the unit from Amazon was

Continued on Page 6
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The Technology Revolution[s]
Go On - A Look Back and Ahead at Trends

John White,
a member of the ICON PCUG, Inc., New York
 www.iconpcug.org editor(at)iconpcug.org

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Scholars of the revolution process remind us that,
like France‘s, most revolutions are half over before the
affected people know they are under way. Whether we
have noticed or not, here are some well underway:

1. On-premises storage

Most users know the dangers of ”going naked,” i,e.
without backing up data while hoping for the best.
Remember those s-l-o-w hard drive backups on tape
that always failed to create a full restore? We resolved,
of course, to backup all the data, at least, on a bushel of
floppies, but didn‘t get around to it. Iomega‘s ZIP disks
held much more than 3.5” floppies but at too high a
price. Write-once backup CDs were much cheaper and
usable on all computers, but burning several tied up the
computer and user quite a while. Still better were DVDs
and automated external hard drives using USB or
Firewire cables. Then came Vista, which rejected all my
previous backup software programs. I still miss
“Bounceback,” which was included with an external
Seagate and made file-by-file backups, not just images.
Today, with 1-T drives going for a little over $100,
nearly all of one‘s data and pictures, at least, can be
salvaged easily from such a drive. Solid-state drives use
even less energy. Their prices and capacity are tracking
Moore‘s Law right on schedule. Within five years,
spinning-platter hard drives will be found only on
museum shelves near the eight-inch floppy drives. This
month‘s 8-Gb thumb drives should be replaced with
similarly-priced 64-Gb drives by next July. These, also
known as flash drives or key drives,- sometimes make
moving files between computers (by “Sneaker-net”)
easier than getting administrator privileges and moving
them via a network.

2. Off-premises storage

This long-needed form of “cloud computing” meets
an urgent need. Gmail pioneered—and inspired its
competitors to offer—2-Gb per account of free perma-
nent storage of email and attachments on their distant
sites. Web download sites offer a free utility to trea
one‘s Gmail account as a regular drive visible in the My
Computer folder. With a high-speed Internet connection,
the drive becomes a place to store files without opening
email. OK, that is the theory anyway. My Gmail account
opens fine in the regular way, but my Gmail drive does
not. After being told the Login failed, I clicked on the
help file to find the cure, but instead got this message:
“The Help for this program was created in Windows
Help format, which depends on a feature that is not
included in Windows Vista.” Arrrggghh. Why am I not
surprised?

For other choices for off-site storage that can be
accessed from elsewhere, two popular choices at
Mozy.com and Carbonite.com. Mozy, which boasts
over a million customers, offers 2-Gb free storage per
computer or unlimited backup for one computer at
$4.95 a month. Carbonite offers a 15-day free trial, but
then unlimited storage costs $5 monthly. Another highly-
rated service, ElephantDrive.com charges $4.95. Idrive,
gets mixed reviews. Its pricing seems a bit vague,
starting with 2-Gb Free Basic, then 10-Gb more free if
the user supplies five email addresses of potential
customers. I use Carbonite but Mozy‘s impressive
ratings might convince to try it on another computer.
One note of caution about selecting one other than
Mozy or Carbonite: One of the Big Two competing with
Mozy not long back was Xdrive. It shut down in Janu-
ary, 2009. If we want to trust our data to distant strang-
ers, I only trust the current Big Two. At just $60 per
year per account, even a one-terabyte external hard disk
costs more.

3. Device convergence

The Blackberry and iPhone stretched the minds of
tech enthusiasts. Thousands of downloadable apps and
functions quickly arrived for sale. Wireless Web access
spreading throughout much public space, computers,
cameras, and once-mundane cell phones have merged

Continued on Page 10
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After a short delay as the software loaded, I was
greeted with the opening screen to select the language.
English was highlighted, so I just clicked on “Continue”.
The next screen was to select the keyboard and US was
highlighted. Again, just click on “Continue”. Next came
the screen for the time zone. Since I was doing this in the
Central Time Zone, I clicked in that area and Chicago
came up as the location. Next click on “Continue” again.

Now I got down to the real business of the installa-
tion. The software loaded the drive partitioner. The
current partitions were identified as Windows Vista,
Ubuntu 8.10 and the Linux swap partition. There were
two different bars showing the current partitions in
different colors. My choices here were (1) use the entire
drive for Ubuntu 9.04; (2) install 9.04 side by side with
the current OS’s; or (3) do a custom partition. On
selecting the second option and clicking on the Ubuntu
partition, there was a slider that I could use to alter the
size of the current Ubuntu partition on the second bar.
So I used that to reduce the 8.1 partition and the
software then added the 9.04 partition to the graphic.
Once I was satisfied with the size of the new partition, I
again clicked on “Continue”. After a few seconds an
error message popped up telling me that the process had
failed.  Oh well, back to the beginning. After trying the
process twice, I canceled the installation and restarted
the computer with Ubuntu 8.10.

I suspected the partitioning problem was caused by
one of two possibilities. One that the partition I was
working with was 32 bit and I wanted to install a 64 bit
OS which didn’t fit the disk formatting. Or two, all the
partitions were on the boot drive and so were locked. I
needed to try a different tactic. Next, I downloaded an
.iso file for the graphic version of Gparted. This is a free
partitioning program that works with many different file
systems. It can also resize and move partitions without
loss of data. Since I had already backed up my Ubuntu
8.10 to an external hard drive, I felt it was safe to use
Gparted to create an empty partition on the drive. After
booting from this CD, Gparted identified all the parti-
tions in use on the drive. I highlighted the Ubuntu 8.10
partition and clicked on Move/Resize. After entering the
new size for the partition, I clicked on Apply. It took
about 10 minutes to complete the process. This left an
unallocated partition of about 75 GB. Next I exited

Gparted, removed the CD, replaced it with the Ubuntu
install CD and restarted the system.

After getting back to the partitioning section of the
install, it offered me an additional choice to install
Ubuntu 9.04 in the largest unallocated partition. That
was exactly what I wanted. Selecting that and clicking
on Continue allowed the installation to go forward. In
about 25 minutes the installation was complete. After the
computer was rebooted, I logged into Vista just to be
certain it was working. Then I exited and booted into
Ubuntu 9.04.

My first impressions of this 64-bit version of Ubuntu
are very positive. It loads from the boot menu in about
10-15 seconds. This is noticeably faster than the earlier
32-bit version. It also makes Vista look like a snail.
Turning off the computer results in complete shutdown in
less than 10 seconds. Try to get Vista to do that!

Ubuntu comes with most of the software that I use
on a regular basis: OpenOffice 3.0, Firefox 3.0, Gimp
(Photoshop equivalent), XSane (scanning software),
Brasero Disc Burner, and Tomboy notes. There are four
other packages that I downloaded using the Add/
Remove function on the Applications menu. These are:
Jpilot (Contact manager), Gramps (genealogy),
GnuCash (finances) and Firestarter (a firewall). All of
these applications are maintained by the Ubuntu devel-
oper community and are free under the GNU license.
The download and install process took about 30 min-
utes, primarily due to the slowness of my Internet
connection at that time.

Once all my software was installed, I copied the
data files from the old 32-bit partition to the new 64-bit
partition and I was off and running. All the data was
immediately accessible and it was apparent I had lost
nothing in the transition to 64-bit. I am also very pleased
with the responsiveness of all the 64-bit applications. I
can’t say that there is a tremendous increase in speed,
but the time required to load applications does seem to
be reduced. OpenOffice for one, opens in about half the
time that was required in the 32-bit system. The opening
logo appears with little or no delay after clicking on the
shortcut icon on the desktop. That alone is a real
improvement.

Continued on Page 12

Ubuntu ... Continued from Page 10
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Converting Slides to
Digital Images

Bruce Preston, president, West Mountain Systems,
Inc.,
long-term board member of DACS and conducted the
Random Access sessions at the General Meetings as
well as chaired the Microsoft Access SIG.
www.dacs.org - bpreston (at) mags.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Author’s Note: This article best appreciated if read
while listening to Paul Simon’s Kodachrome.

By my estimate, over the last 40 or so years, I have
taken about 6,000 slides. Topics include such things as
family get-togethers, Formula 1 and Can-Am races at
Watkins Glen, SCCA races at Lime Rock Park, bike
tours in Vermont, the U.K, Western Europe, and steam
locomotives in Colorado, Vermont, Pennsylvania and
New Jersey. For all of these I much prefer the color
fidelity and permanence of slides over prints.

Unfortunately, slides also require either setting up a
projector and screen or using a hand-held viewer, and
don’t easily lend themselves to sharing. Years ago I had
a Polaroid SprintScan 35 film scanner, but it required a
SCSI adapter card and Polaroid went under without
delivering drivers for Windows 2000 or XP. It was also
somewhat slow taking about 2 minutes per scan. I will
grant you that it delivered high quality images. My
brother in law has scanned a few slides using a flatbed
scanner with a light box cover, but the resolution was not
great. It was acceptable for distributing by e-mail or
posting on a web page, but not satisfactory for full
screen viewing.

A few months ago I discovered Ion Audio’s “Slides
2 PC” 35 mm Slide and Film Scanner. It is a nifty
compact device that consists of housing containing a
fixed-focus USB 2.0 camera, a white-balanced light
source and a pair of carriers – one that can hold 3
mounted 35 mm slides, the other for 6-exposure 35 mm

negative strips. System requirements are minimal –
Windows XP or Vista, and a USB 2 port. (If you only
have USB 1.1 you will need to add a USB 2 card to
your desktop or get a USB 2 PCMCIA card for your
notebook. I tried it on my old notebook and the driver
refused flatly stating that it needed USB 2.)

Slides 2 PC comes bundled with ArcSoft’s Photo
Impressions 6, a consumer-friendly image capture/
editing/cataloging program commonly bundled with
digital scanners and cameras. The scanner appears as a
TWAIN device, I happen to prefer the free (for personal
use) IrfanView as I have used IrfanView for years. http://
www.irfanview.com/ One thing I disliked about the
ArcSoft package was its insistence upon loading an
always resident module.

I don’t know if the device will work with a Mac –
next time Scott is around with his Mac we’ll see if it
recognizes it. Since it is a TWAIN device there is a good
chance as long as your bring your own software.

Operation is simple; I’ll describe the process when
using IrfanView. Select the TWAIN source from the
FILE menu, and then select ACQUIRE/BATCH. The
first dialog box asks for a target folder, a root filename,
the starting number and the number of digits. I created
folder “\My Documents\My Pictures\VBT Tours\1972”
as the folder, “VBT_” as the filename root, 1 as the
starting number, and 3 as the number of digits. I clicked
OK and the scanner loaded with a real-time preview. In
this case of a blank white area since I hadn’t loaded a
slide. Note that since it is a video camera rather than a
moving scanner mechanism there are essentially no
moving parts within that can get out of calibration.

The carrier is hinged along the long side – open it,
place 3 slides in the slide carrier or a film strip in the film
carrier and close it. Slide the carrier into the scanner until
you feel it click at the first positioning notch. In about a
half second the image will appear, then reappear once
the auto-exposure kicks in. Tap the top of the scanner
and the image is captured to memory. A thumbnail
appears above the preview image. Slide the carrier to
the next notch and repeat the process. Reload and
repeat until you have up to 12 thumbnails. Click on the
first, shift-click on the last one to select them all, then

Continued on Page 14
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Meets on the Fourth and Fifth Thurday
at the Central Baptist Church

Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name _________________________________

Address ___________________________________

Home Phone ________________________________

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name _________________________________

City ______________________________________

State _______  Zip + 4 ________________________

E-mail Address ______________________________

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

Moving ?
Don’t miss out on any issues of the BUG Newsletter
Send your new address to:
Brevard Users Group  Att: Treasurer
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456
And e-mail to the Newsletter and Treasurer at:
newsletter@bugclub.org
treasurer@bugclub.org

Afternoon Meeting
An afternoon meeting is held on the first

Monday of the month at 2pm, in One Senior
Place,  8085 Spyglass Hill Rd, Viera.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.

BUG  Officers
The Officer’s meet on the second Thursday at
the Central Baptist Church after the Monthly

meeting.

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

E-mail:  rschmidt@cfl.rr.com

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM

On the second and fourth Thursdays  at the
Central Baptist Church

2503 Country Club Rd Melbourne

          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 4th Thursdays,
at the Central Baptist Church

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before and

after the BUG monthly meeting.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home.

Call 728-5979 for directions.

LINUX SIG

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:00 PM the fourth

  Thursday,  at the Central Baptist Church
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BUG Officers

President:
Larry French                   837-0962
president@bugclub.org

Vice President
Lucile Wagner
vicepresident@bugclub.org

Treasurer:
Tom English
treasurer@bugclub.org

Secretary:
Eileen Cameron
secretary@bugclub.org

1st Member at Large:
Hank Lauritsen

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                    837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                    952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                   728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                  724-6715
Chuck Boring                   454-9455
Bob Staples                      255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

Tom Butler                     242-9869
geotbutler@juno.com

FACUG Representative:
Open

Program Director:
Hank Lauritsen

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:

Linux SIG
Chris Crisafulli
linux-sig@bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Monthly Meetings:
Are held at the second Thursday of
the month at Central Baptist Church
2503 Country Club Rd Melbourne at
6:30 PM.

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Your membership expires on the date
indicated in the upper left of your
address label (YYYY\MM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the
renewal.

2nd Member at Large
Gervase Bushe


