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From The Editor
By Jim Townsend

I guess you have all had your fill of backup and
harddrive imaging articles. I know you all have taken the
necessary steps to protect your system and data.

Yeah, right ... just like me ... going to do it soon !

I’ll try to stay away from backup articles for a while.
I had hope of receiving an evaluation copy of the
Acronis program that was featured in the last 3 issues of
the newsletter in time to demo it at the May meeting.
But I just received the program about 30 minutes ago
today, 05/13, and with the meeting five days away that
won’t be possible, so I’ll try for the June meeting.

I need to know what kind of articles the members
would like to see in the newsletter. I know what interests
me, but is it meeting your needs? Send an Email to the
editor (newsletter@bugclub.org) with your requests and
I will try to find articles that interest you.

Regarding Jim Hally’s May article on Gmail, I have
50 Gmail invitations to give away. If you want to try out
some of his suggestions, send me a request and I’ll
gladly send you an invite.

By Larry French
Prez Sez

The proposed By-Laws change passed by acclama-
tion at the April meeting, making the payment of bills by
the Treasurer a little easier.

Anthony Gayle from Staples kept the members rapt
for his entire presentation and provided us with coupons.
His talk ran past our usual time frame, but no one left
until he finished.

I am also very thankful that our Patrick AFB has
been spared the axe of the Base Realignment and
Closure, The closure of Patrick would have a devastat-
ing effect on Brevard County.

One of our longtime members, Elizabeth Nash is
leaving us to live in the Tampa area nearer to her daugh-
ter, also Mary Alice Grant has moved to Georgia for the
same reason, they will be missed.

Take care of each other,
Larry French… President
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T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400 Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the third Wednes-
day (Monthly Bug Meeting) of the month. Items
received after the deadline will be held for the follow-
ing month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
Newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Contributing Editor Jim Hally

Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams

Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group

Supplies
Complete Service
Serving Brevard
      Since 1985

Bill Arflin III
     Owner

   COMPUTER  SALES AND
                 SERVICE
     BUY - SELL - TRADE
 BEACH COMPUTERS
       714 South Patrick Drive
 SATELLITE  BEACH, FL 32937

   SALES         (321) 777 - 1629
   SERVICE     (321) 773 - 8194
   email: beachcom@mpcs.com

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by Creative Technol-
ogy of Sarasota Inc. - the same printer used by many
user groups, local churches, mobile home parks, and
many others at affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE
BREVARD USERS GROUP

WILL BE ON
  Wednesday, June 15, 2005

AT 7:00 pm
IN

the Melbourne Library
Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!
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Secretary’s Report
By: Joan Hefter, Secretary

Treasurer’s Report

BUG MEETING
May 18, 2005

President, Larry French, opened the meeting at 7:00
pm.   He welcomed visiting guests.  Larry also men-
tioned that the ink cartridges collected by Jack Nash is
doing very well.  Remember the cartridges will be
recycled and the company will donate $2.00 for each
cartridge that will go toward buying calling cards for our
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Rex Cummings from the Tinkers SIG Group, spoke
briefly about the benefits of a 64 Gig Portable Hard
Drive.  Rex also mentioned that it is possible to buy a
2.5 inch hard drive case on E-Bay for about $18.

Terry Slane, our Member at Large, mentioned that if
you are not getting notices about meetings, your e-mail
address is incorrect and to please send a notice to the
BUG Club.

Our presentation for the evening, Hitchhikers Guide
to Gather Information, by Murray (Murph) Winship,
was introduced by Larry.  Murph, spoke on:

1.  Finding the Right Information
2.  www.hplearningcenter.com
3   Library Free Internet Access

Under the first subject, Finding the Right Informa-
tion, he outlined several options. He questioned which
operating system we wish to use, Linux or Windows
Longhorn.  Fedora Project with Red Hat (RHAT) and
its use in the world market was explained. He made the
audience aware of the headway Linux is making over
Microsoft and its potential in the future.   Also he
mentioned the browser, Firefox, is gaining support over
Internet Explorer

The www.hplearningcenter.com is a web site that
offers classes for free.  Registration is required and you
may take a class several times if needed.  Murph is
taking several classes from them now.

The Library Free Internet Access is new to Brevard
County.  You can use your laptop and sign on to their
Internet Connection using your adaptor card and their
configurations.

Murph made an interesting presentation and said we
should enjoy and have fun with computers and just enjoy
life.

Three lucky people walked away with door prizes
of a Linksys wireless router, a 50 pack of DVD+R
disks, and a 50 pack of Photo paper

The meeting was closed at 8:00pm.

Report not received by Newsletter deadline.

Pete Lehotsky wants to step down as Treasurer.
Pete works full time, and along with personal affairs, he
doesn’t have the time that he needs to do the job. We
need someone to step in and take over this position.

The Treasurer is only expected to attend the Officers
meeting on the 2nd Wedsnesday, and the Monthly
meeting on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. Of course
depositing, writing checks, and balancing the account
are included in the duties. Contact any Board member.

Attention Members
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How to Fix Some
PC Annoyances

Reprint from:
Journal of The 1000 Oaks
Personal Computer Club

I can not imagine a book large enough to inform you
about all the potential fixes in all of the programs run on
all the PC’s in the country. But it really does not matter.
If such a book could be published it would be out-dated
before the first copy hit the street. So here are a FEW
fixes that one person thinks important:

Keep the Paper Flowing
The Annoyance:  My  year-old  inkjet  was driving

me nuts with paperjams. No matter which kind of paper
I use, plain or photographic, my output was kaput.

The Fix: To avoid printer paper jams, make sure
that all the paper in the tray is the same type and weight.
(The most common paper weight is 20 pounds; it’s
usually listed on the package.) Don’t mix photo paper,
heavy card stock, and plain paper, for example. Always
store your paper flat. If your printer comes with a
vertical feed tray and you don’t print often, flip the paper
around to prevent it from curling in the tray. Use a can of
compressed air (it costs about $6 at your local electron-
ics store) to keep the insides of the printer free of dust
and dirt. Gently remove bits of paper or labels that may
be stuck on the feed rollers. Squirt a light coating of win-
dow cleaner on a sheet of paper (don’t saturate  it),  and
use the paper-feed  button  to send  the  sheet  through
the printer a  few times. Then repeat the operation with
several passes of dry paper to remove excess moisture
from the rollers.

No-Fuss Backups
The Annoyance: Though I love my home-office

network, lugging my external USB hard drive to each
computer one by one to back them up used to be a real
bother. And no, no, no, I didn’t want to set up a file
server.

The Fix: Instead of installing a server, I attached the
drive to Linksys Network Storage Link, a $99 device
that connects to a wired or wireless router. Now every-
one on my network (well, my wife and I) can access the
drive for quick and easy backups. Fair warning: During

installation the Storage Link needs to format the external
USB drive that it connects to, so make sure you’ve
backed up the data on that drive first.

Lighten Your Power Load
The Annoyance: It never failed: I would fall in love

with some handy little gadget for my PC only to find that
it used an AC adapter large and heavy enough to
double as an anchor for an oil tanker. I’m telling you, I
amassed enough bricks under my desk to rebuild
Hadrian’s Wall.

The Fix: A smart, though not cheap, fix for my
power  crisis  came  by  way  of  the PowerCore DC
Hub from GoldX. This $30 hub powers up to five of my
favorite electronic  devices  that  would  ordinarily  need
their own AC adapters. You can run one 12-volt,  one
9-volt,  and  three  5-volt  devices simultaneously.  It’s
ideal for providing a constant stream of power to
different devices. The downside? You also need to have
the company’s $30 PowerCore System Base Unit with
surge protector to power the hub.

Quiet a Shrieking Monitor
The Annoyance: My six-year-old monitor, a 17-

inch CRT started making a high-pitched, drive-me-up-
the-wall sound. I thought I’d landed in a low-budget sci-
fi thriller.

The Fix: It turns out the whine was caused by  a
vibrating flyback transformer  (don’t ask; it’s a voltage
thing). I was finally able to muzzle my monitor by
changing its refresh rate. To do so, right-click the
desktop and choose Properties, Settings, Advanced.
In Windows 98 and Me, click the Adapter tab and
change the setting under Refresh rate to 72 Hz or above
(generally speaking, the higher your monitor’s refresh
rate, the less eyestrain you’ll experience). In Windows
XP and 2000, click the Monitor tab and change the
setting under Screen refresh rate or Refresh Frequency.
(in 2000).

CD Burner Runs Hot and Cold
The Annoyance: Some days my external CD

burner which connected via FireWire to an add-in USB/
FireWire card in my PC worked perfectly, but other
times my computer didn’t recognize the darn thing. And
here I thought it was the disc that was supposed to be
burning, not me.

Continued on Page 5
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The Fix: As I began to investigate the matter, my
prime suspect was the add-in card. First I tried remov-
ing the FireWire cable from the PC, rebooting the
system, and plugging in the cable again. Sometimes this
got Windows  to  see  the  drive,  but  other  times  it
didn’t. The next thing I tried was plugging the drive into
a different port on the FireWire card: I turned off my
PC, unplugged the external drive, turned the PC back
on again; then, once Windows had loaded, I recon-
nected the FireWire cable and powered up the CD
burner.  This finally cured my system’s glitch, but if it
doesn’t do the trick for you, try moving the add-in card
to a different PCI slot on your motherboard (just make
sure that you don’t plug it into the slot nearest the AGP
video adapter, since that could cause motherboard
woes). And check  your  PC’s  manual  to  confirm  that
you’re using a bus-mastered slot..

Straighten Up and Display Right
The Annoyance: My mother called recently with a

gripe about her PC. This time she was upset because
she couldn.t figure out why all of the images on her
screen were tilted at a slight angle.

The Fix: I quickly figured out that the problem was
with her monitor’s controls, which needed fine-tuning.
Each monitor is different, but the controls are basically
the same. Begin by looking for a button named Manual
Image Adjustment or something similar. The buttons on
Mom’s monitor enabled her to fix its tilt in a flash (with
my help, of course). While she was fiddling, good ol.
Mom found other settings that let her get more screen
bang for her buck. Most monitors are factory-set with
an annoying border, but she figured out how to enlarge
her display to fill the entire screen by expanding the
vertical and horizontal image areas until the black
borders disappeared.

(Note: Doing this may require that you adjust the
image up or down, or maybe sideways, to keep it
centered.) Sorry, folks: This screen-expansion trick
works only on CRTs, not LCDs.

One Click to Device Manager
The Annoyance: I often tweak my hardware

settings in Windows, System  Properties utility, but for
the longest time opening it was a pain. Sure, I could get
to it via the System applet in Control Panel or by right-
clicking My Computer and choosing Properties,

Hardware, Device Manager (or just Properties,
Device Manager in Windows 98 and Me). But that was
still too many clicks for my overworked fingers.

The Fix: I finally wised up and created a desktop
shortcut to System Properties. To make one of your
own, right-click the desktop and select New, Shortcut.
In Windows XP and 2000, type devmgmt.msc in the
Location  field.  In Win  98  and  Me,  type
c:\windows\control.exe sysdm.cpl,system,1  in  the
Command line field. (Note that this direction assumes
that control.exe is in the Windows directory;  in  a  very
few  systems,  the  executable  file  may  be  located
elsewhere.) Click Next, give the shortcut a name.say,
Hardware.and click Finish.

Restore MIA Quick Launch Shortcuts
The Annoyance: The other day I accidentally

deleted the Show Desktop icon in my Quick Launch
toolbar, you know, the one that minimizes all open
windows and shows the desktop. And it gets worse: In
the process of trying to get the shortcut back, I inadvert-
ently erased the clock from my system tray.

The Fix: To restore the clock, first right-click the
taskbar and select Properties. In Windows XP, check
Show the clock under Notification area. on the Taskbar
tab and click OK. In Windows 98, Me, and 2000,
check Show  clock  on  the  General  tab  (Taskbar
Options in 98) and click OK.

To  retrieve my Show Desktop shortcut, I used a
great free utility written by Doug Knox and  aptly
named Restore Missing Show Desktop Icon to Quick
Launch.. After you download  (http://
www.dougknox.com/xp/utils/xp_showdesktop.htm),
unzip, and install the program, run it to recover your
shortcut. Now you can get back to fiddling with your
PC’s settings without losing track of time.

Stop Defragus Interruptus
The Annoyance: Whenever I tried to defrag the

hard drive on my old Windows 98 PC, the Disk
Defragmenter tool would start, run to about 3 percent,
and then restart over and  over. This  happened even
though I closed all of my open applications and shut
down my antivirus, firewall, and other background
programs.

The Fix: Some program was interrupting the defrag
by running in the background. I suspected

PC Annoyances ... Continued from Page 4

Continued on Page 6
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Windows indexing function. Indexing is supposed to
make searches faster, but I’ve never noticed a speed-
up. To turn off indexing in Windows 98 and Me, click
Start, Run, type msconfig, and press Enter. If you see
an entry for FastFind, uncheck it. In Windows XP, right-
click the C: drive in My Computer or any Explorer
window, select Properties,  General,  and  uncheck
Allow Indexing Service to index this disk for fast file
searching.  Repeat these steps for all your hard-drive
volumes.

Pump Up Your Icons
The Annoyance: I set my large, 21-inch monitor at

a screen resolution of 1152 by 864 pixels to get a bigger
view of all my open applications. That was cool, but
what wasn’t was the microscopic size of the desktop
icons and fonts at that resolution.

The Fix: Changing the size of your desktop icons
may also change their positions on the screen, which is
an annoyance in itself. So before you do anything,
download  the  free  Save  My  Desktop  utility (http://
www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/
0,fid,22891,00.asp).

Install and run the program before proceeding.
Now, to adjust the size of your desktop icons, right-
click the desktop and choose Properties, Appearance
(and then, in Windows XP, click Advanced). Choose
Icon from the Item drop-down menu, and increase the
number of pixels under Size. Keep in mind, however,
that many of your icons will look blurry when you make
them bigger. A better way to raise your icon profile  is
to use BestView  (http://www.monitorsdirect.com/
toolkit/index.shtml), a free online tool that sets your
icons to normal, large, or extra-large. (You may be
asked for permission to download an ActiveX control.)
Bonus XP Tip: To make your Quick Launch icons
bigger, right-click the toolbar’s title (or the bar to its
left), make sure that Lock the Taskbar. is unchecked,
and select View, Large Icons. Neat, eh?

My Favorite Fix:
Ounce of Spam Prevention
The Annoyance: If someone sends me a stupid

forward this to all your friends urban-legend  e-mail,  I
look it up on About.com’s Urban Legends and Folklore
page and then send them the link. It’s amazing what
people will believe just because it comes in a nicely

typed e-mail. I guess I’ve embarrassed enough people
that they don’t send those messages to me anymore, but
I still get lots of other spam.

The Fix: To keep this and other junk out of my
inbox, I use Outlook Express’s Message Rules to sort
messages. I can make sure mail from people I know
goes into a certain folder so that I don’t miss anything
important, and I filter out obvious spam (anything
containing the words viagra or mortgage, for ex-
ample). Though this doesn’t eliminate all spam, every
little bit helps.

Tangled Web
Give Me Back Internet Explorer
The Annoyance: I experimented with a new

browser, didn’t like it, and uninstalled it; but afterward
when I clicked a link in an e-mail message, the other
browser tried to open instead of Internet Explorer.

The Fix: To reset IE as your default browser, open
the program and click Tools, Internet Options. Choose
the Programs tab and select Internet Explorer should
check to see whether it is the default browser near
the bottom. If your third-party IE shell stops this from
working, download Jem Berkes’s SetBrowser, a free
utility that uses a Registry setting to make IE your one
and only.

Revive IE’s Disabled Back Button
The Annoyance: Sometimes when I browsed with

Internet Explorer, neither the Back button nor the
Backspace key could return me to the prior Web page.
Instead they sent me to the same page I was already
on. How loopy is that?

The Fix: Some sites use redirects in such a way that
clicking the Back button puts you in a loop between the
redirect page and the page you’re trying to get away
from. To get around these redirects, click the down
arrow next to the Back button to display a list of the last
ten pages you have visited. Go back to at least the
second earlier entry to avoid the redirect page. The
alternative is to click the Back button twice in quick
succession so that you can beat the redirect at its own
game.

Skip the Registration
The Annoyance: I really disliked giving every

online news site I visited my personal information. Not

PC Annoyances ... Continued from Page 5

Continued on Page 7
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only did it invade my privacy (I know, I could’ve
fibbed), but it irritated me and took too much time.

The Fix: True, many people use fake data for  these
annoying.and  sometimes lengthy registration  forms.
Me?  Ethical considerations aside, I don’t get bogged
down with any of them now. Instead I use
BugMeNot.com., a nifty site that offers a database of
accounts,passwords and user IDs, that let me gain
access to registration-required news sites.

Bye-Bye, Busy Signal
The Annoyance: Whenever I used my dial-up

account, people would be miffed because they always
got a busy signal when they called me while I was online.

The  Fix:  With the Web product BuzMe.com.,
your callers hear a greeting recorded in your own golden
voice. A box on  your  screen  tells  you  that
someone’s calling (you’ll see who it is if your pal hasn’t
blocked caller ID). You can type a short reply  that  is
read to the caller by a robotic voice, send the call to
voice mail, reject the call, or grab the phone and say
hello. On top of its own monthly fee (approximately $4),
BuzMe requires your phone company’s call-forwarding
service, which costs about $4 more per month.

Zoom in Word and Excel
The Annoyance:  I  often  get Word  documents

from a buddy who sets the fonts on his 15-inch CRT at
a space-saving 10 points. On my high-end LCD, the
fonts look minuscule. Of course, the opposite occurs,
too. When he opens Word docs on his screen from
people using LCDs, the  fonts are humongous.

The Fix: On the Standard toolbar in Word and
Excel is a Zoom box with a percentage setting. Increase
or decrease the number to zoom in or out as if you were
holding up a magnifying  glass  to  the  document. Even
better, hold the Ctrl key as you roll your mouse wheel
up (for larger) or down (for smaller). These tricks don’t
change the font-size setting. By the way, if this approach
doesn’t work, upgrading your mouse driver may do the
job; for some drivers, changing an option is required.

Tell Spam From Shinola
The Annoyance: I use every trick I can to avoid

spam, but for a while I was too successful. Many great
and legitimate lists and newsletters that I subscribed

to weren’t being delivered to my inbox.

The Fix: I added each newsletter’s sending address
to my spam filter’s white list. If you have a recent e-mail
from the sender, you’re all set; if not, head to the news-
letter site to get the sending address. In many Web-
based e-mail services, clicking not spam is often
adequate. If you aren’t receiving the mail at all, you’ll
have to add the newsletter address manually. In MSN
Hotmail, click Mail, Options (on the far right), and then
select Junk E-Mail Protection, Safe List. In Yahoo
Mail, click Mail Options (on the right), choose  Filters,
Add, and enter the newsletter’s sending address in the
top row labeled From header. In the Move the message
to drop-down list, choose Inbox.

In AOL 9, open the newsletter and click Add
Address, which adds it to your People I Know list.

Excel’s Enter Alternatives
The Annoyance: Whenever I used Excel, the way

the Enter key worked would drive me nuts. Though I
wanted it to take me one cell to the right, it always took
me down the column instead.

The Fix: After doing a little digging, I found out that
you can make the Enter key move the active cell any
way you want, provided it’s up, down, left, or right (or
even not at all). To change your Enter key’s setting in
Excel, click Tools, Options, Edit and choose your
direction from the drop-down menu. Or uncheck Move
selection after Enter to keep the current cell active when
you use Enter.

IMHO You’ll Be ROTFLOL
The Annoyance:  I do okay deciphering most  e-

mail messages, but I was stymied when  it  came to
those wacky messaging acronyms. I never knew
whether to LOL, sport a VBG, or be MAHANTIA.

The Fix: FWIW (For what it’s worth) and IMHO
(in my humble opinion), these abbreviations can be
TFAOCTKS (tough for an old codger to keep straight).
IIRC (If I recall correctly), there’s a handy online spot
for sorting them out: the AcronymFinder.com. Search
for an abbreviation, and you, too, can be ROTFLOL
(rolling on the floor laughing out loud). SGTM (Sounds
good to me).

Good Riddance to Real
The Annoyance: The RealPlayer media player

from  RealNetworks added far too many icons to my

PC Annoyances ... Continued from Page 6

Continued on Page 8
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desktop, and it constantly asked me if I wanted to
change my media-file associations. RealPlayer also
displayed lots of ads and pop-ups. And my firewall
frequently alerted me that RealPlayer was trying to
phone home.

The Fix: It.s easy to dump RealPlayer and Apple’s
equally insistent QuickTime video player and replace
them with an app that is absolutely free and does just as
good a job. First, uninstall RealPlayer and QuickTime
via Windows Add or Remove Programs applet in
Control Panel. Then download  Real  Alternative,
(http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/
file_description/0,fid,23205,00.asp) which plays
RealAudio and RealMedia files and has plug-ins for
Internet Explorer, Opera, Netscape,  and  Mozilla,  so
you  can  play music and videos right off the Web.
(There’s also a QuickTime Alternative.) If your media-
file associations go wacko, read Lincoln Spector’s
instructions for re-associating your file types (http://
www.pcworld.com/howto/article/
0,aid,103781,pg,3,00.asp).

AutoPlay, Go Away (or Come Back)
The Annoyance: The other day I inserted a music

CD in my CD-ROM drive and clicked Open folder to
view file using Windows Explorer. But then I foolishly
clicked. Always do the selected action.

The Fix: To reset Windows AutoPlay, open My
Computer, right-click your CD drive, select Properties,
AutoPlay, and click Restore Defaults. If the AutoPlay
tab is missing in XP or 2000, close the Properties dialog
box, click Start, Run, type services.msc, press Enter,
scroll to and double-click Shell Hardware Detection,
set the .Startup type. drop-down box to Automatic,
choose Start or Resume, click OK, and close the
Services window. The CD drive’s  Properties dialog box
has other AutoPlay options for pictures, video files, and
other CD content; this is your chance to reset them to
their default values as well.

PC Annoyances ... Continued from Page 7

Be sure and send your new address to the Editor at:
newsletter@bugclub.org

Heading North ?

Computers Of The Future
By Pim Borman, Web Editor & APCUG Representative
SW Indiana PC Users Group

For the last 40 years or so computer chips have
closely followed Moore’s Law, which states that the
number of transistors doubles every 18 months. The
corresponding increase in computing performance has
been enormous, but chip manufacturers are beginning to
reach the physical limit of miniaturization. Intel’s latest
chip, “Prescott,” with 125 million transistors  an im-
proved version of the 55-million transistor Pentium 4,
was delayed by production difficulties and proved to be
only marginally faster. Cramming more transistors in a
certain area by reducing their size leads to increasing
electrical leakage problems and crosstalk; it also in-
creases heat generation. Some recent microprocessors
consume over 100 watts, generating more heat per
square centimeter than a laundry iron on the cotton
setting (W. Wayt Gibbs, writing in Scientific American,
November 2004, pp.96-101). Increased computation
speeds have to a large extent also been the result of
clever changes in computer architecture that allow the
chip to execute multiple instructions for each clock tick.
We are finally reaching the inevitable end of Moore’s
Law.

Intel has already announced that it will no longer
distinguish its microprocessors by clock speed, which is
after all only part of the system’s performance character-
istic. In addition, starting next year, all Intel chips will
have not one but two “cores” that allow higher computa-
tion speeds through parallel processing. AMD already
has such chips. There is nothing new about fast comput-
ing with parallel processing computers; the fastest
computers in the world are now built using thousands of
processors that operate in parallel to perform specific
operations, such as playing world champion chess. But
all current software for home and office use will have to
be rewritten.

Many users, as well as software companies, may
decide it is not worth the hassle. If you have an up-to-
date computer it probably responds faster to your inputs
than you can provide them, unless you are a game freak
or use industrial-strength graphics or database pro-
grams.  Customers will be better served by improved
security and simplified operations.

Continued on Page 9
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Not by coincidence, W.Wayt Gibbs also wrote an
article in the same issue of Scientific American (Nov.
2004, pp. 80-87) about future computers using photons
(light) instead of electrons (electricity) to perform
computations and connections between the cpu and
memory storage. There are many technical problems to
be solved as yet, including the challenge to bring the cost
down, but it seems likely to be the computer technology
of the future. Photons move many times faster than
electrons and do not significantly generate heat. All the
rest is engineering detail!

Pim Borman (swipcug@sigecom.net) is Web
Editor and APCUG representative for the SW
Indiana PC Users Group, Inc (http://
swipcug.apcug.org).  This article appeared in the
November 2004 issue of the P-SEE URGENT,
newsletter of SWIPCUG

There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in con-
text with proper credit given the author.  The Edito-
rial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international
organization of which this group is a member, brings
this article to you.

Computers of the Future ... Continued from page 8

Reminder
Bring your empy ink cartridges to the monthly

BUG meeting, or weekly Windows SIG meetings.

Jack Nash will package and send them to
RecycleNorthAmerica.com, which will give credit
to “Any Soldier, Inc”, an organization that donates
phone calling cards to our troops overseas.

A quick way to enlarge a Window
By Jim Townsend

When you are working in a window and want to
enlarge it, you can grab the edge and drag it to the size
you want. But you may have to do that to the top,
bottom, and each side. Or you could find the little box at
the top right corner and click the full screen mode. An
easier way is to double click the title bar at the top of the
window. This acts as a toggle switch to enlarge or
reduce the window size. Using this method you can
easily work with several open windows with the title
bars exposed and switch between them in full view.

Windows Desktop Tip

If you attend the Windows SIG, you would all stare
in amazement at George Rymers Windows desktop. He
must have a hundred icons on there. How do you find
the one you need ? Most people know about where
each icon is located on their machines, and just look in
that general area until they find “the one”.  But a stranger
to that machine would go crazy. I came across a tip that
suprised me, if you type a letter while the desktop is
active, for instance W, the icon that begins with that
letter will become highlighted. If more than one begins
with that letter, for instance Wordpad and WinZip,
WinZip would appear first, another press of W and
Worpad would light up. It walks through the icons
alphabeticaly. Try it George, you’ll like it.

For Sale
HP Notebook

HPze4325us
AMD Athlon 1.7 Ghz

768Mb Ram
40 Gb Hard Drive

XP Home
DVD/CD-R Combo

WiFi adapter, extra battery, Case
$700

Larry French, 837-0962
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Firefox
A program popularized by open source
programmers

Linda Gonse, Editor, Nibbles & Bits,
Orange County IBM PC Users’ Group

The latest version of Firefox, an open source
program, formerly Mozilla, and before that, Netscape
Navigator, was released to popular acclaim near the end
of 2004 from www.mozilla.com. Many people, tired of
security problems and perpetual patching of Internet
Explorer, have begun to make the switch to Firefox. I
was one of them. It was an easy transition to import my
bookmarks, favorites, and other items, and set up
housekeeping in it.

It was a real surprise to find free “themes,” a change
of appearance for Firefox. Feeling the exhilaration of
discovery, I downloaded Nautipolis, Red Cats, Gray
Modern, and Littlefox, and others; finally settling on
Littlefox. Then, I discovered “extensions.” Extensions
are little programs, originally called applets, that run from
within Firefox. Their specialized capabilities add to the
functionality of Firefox and quickly become features you
just can’t live without. There are about a dozen I use,
including: Weatherfox, QuickNote, Titlebar Tweaks,
SpoofStick, CopyPlainText, and Tabbrowser Exten-
sions.

One extenstion that makes my online life simpler is
called QuickNote. It allows me to copy and paste from
browser pages into a tabbed notepad available right in
the browser. It saves me from opening Word or
Notepad and working back and forth from one of them
to the browser window. Fascinated with free extensions,
I tracked down QuickNote’s creator, Jed Brown, to ask
him how he got started and why he wrote the program.
Also, QuickNote had earned five stars as a popular
Firefox item, and I wondered if Jed thought it might end
up being incorporated into Internet Explorer.

He said, “I became involved with Mozilla back in
the 90’s. I was a frequent user of what was then the
Mosaic browser when the World Wide Web had just
begun. Netscape was born from Mosaic and I was
instantly a user of Netscape Navigator.”

Once the ‘browser wars’ began, I was a devoted
Netscape user who really loathed how Microsoft

used their OS dominance to spread use of their browser.
Unfortunately, after Netscape released its 4.0 browser,
MS was right on their tail and produced an even better,
more standards-compliant browser.

Despite the better browser, I was loyal and stayed
on NS as long as I could. Around the time when
Netscape 5 was going to be released (1998 I believe),
they decided to open-source their browser. That
sparked my interest and I got my hands on the code as
quickly as I could. Once the open source community
realized that the code was a huge hack and badly
organized, they decided to start from scratch and create
what was to be the fastest most compliant browser ever.
This was too good to be true. Unfortunately it was no
easy endeavor and would take over three years to get
close to a final product. In the meantime, Internet
Explorer was the superior product (over NS 4.x) and
was becoming the browser of choice for many—
including myself.

I wasn’t hacking on any of the code, but I did start
testing the releases from the first public beta release.
Since that day, I used this new engine and code base as
much as I could, but always had IE there for sites that
did not work in the new, young and untested engine.
Once Mozilla had matured (version 0.8) and became
usable on a daily basis, I switched over and said
goodbye to IE for good.

The folks at Netscape had a brilliant idea called
XUL that would allow them to write the interface to the
browser once, and allow it to run on any platform
possible. This meant Mozilla looked the same on
Windows, Mac, Linux/ OS 2, etc.

This same technology allowed authors like myself to
start creating programs that would live on top of the
Mozilla platform and extend its functionality (now called
Extensions). “As a high school student back then, I
started a project called ‘QuickNote’ that would allow
easy access to a notepad-like sidebar for easy note
taking. While my extension was popular and used
among many Mozilla users, Mozilla was plagued with

Continued on Page 11
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bad interface design decisions from Netscape and AOL
who later bought Netscape, so it really never hit it well
with anyone but ‘geek’ users. A few talented program-
mers at Netscape (Hyatt, Blake, Goodger, etc.) realized
this and in their free time started a new project based on
Mozilla, but much more simple, that was meant to be
only a browser instead of a full suite like Mozilla was.
This eventually turned into what Firefox is today.

Thanks to Firefox (formerly Phoenix and Firebird)
much more attention was brought to it and a much larger
user base. More interest in Mozilla, XUL, and extension
development arose. This has led to over 200 extensions
made for Mozilla applications, and has brought together
programmers from around the world, like myself, to join
in and help make Firefox/Mozilla better.

“For example, QuickNote was a project I was
doing by myself in my free time. But now many different
users contribute code and translation. A Russian pro-
grammer, Nickolay Ponomarev, has joined with me and
contributes to QuickNote on a regular basis. “The whole
idea of multi-platform and open source software is
amazing as it has brought thousands of people together
under one cause, despite language and cultural barriers.
This in part is thanks to Mozilla and its example that
open source software can be just as good — and in this
case — better, than priority software.”

We asked Jed what he sees for Firefox in the next
couple of years. He said, “I think we will see a continu-
ous trend in the growth of Firefox users. Once Microsoft
won the browser wars, it dismantled its IE team, and left
users high and dry. Firefox is filling this void, bringing a
new and fresh idea to the World Wide Web and making
it the place it should have been (virus/popup/spyware
free) years ago.

“I also can see more and more companies embrac-
ing Firefox in their internal networks and products they
offer to their users. Google, Amazon and many others
are already starting.”

We also wondered if Mozilla/Firefox will survive and
grow through the efforts of the open source community.
Or will Microsoft will gobble up talented program
writers such as Jed, and IE will remain dominant?

“Mozilla/Firefox will definitely survive, and be vital
for the years to come,” Jed said. “Microsoft is far
behind with Longhorn and even when it ships it will take
years to get users to migrate over. In the meantime
Firefox will continue to see growth in users on multiple
platforms, and be extremely important to the survival of
Linux as a desktop alternative. Sure MS will copy
features and do its best to find exploits in Firefox. No
software is perfect, but I believe the very nature of
Mozilla and Firefox appeals to users and gives the Web
freedom from control from one sole company. As time
goes by, I think the average user will begin to understand
this and realize the importance of alternative products
and that they are superior in many aspects.

“The other huge benefit that Firefox has as a
browser and Mozilla, in general, as a platform, is their
mutiplatform nature. As a programmer, I can create any
application or extension based on Mozilla and easily
make it work on every platform that Mozilla/Firefox runs
on. This allows users to use any system they like,
perhaps Unix/Linux at work, Mac OS on their laptop
and Windows XP at home, and yet feel no difference
when it comes to surfing the web and using the applica-
tions/extensions built on Mozilla. Microsoft has no real
answer to this (although .Net tries) and it is a huge selling
point to both users and corporations.”

(You can email Jed at: contact_me@ jedbrown.net,
and look for programs he has written for Firefox at
Mozilla.com.)

There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in con-
text with proper credit given the author.

The Editorial Committee of the Association of
Personal Computer User Groups (APCUG), an
international organization of which this group is a
member, brings this article to you.

Firefox ... Continued from Page 10

Be sure and send your new address to the Editor at:
newsletter@bugclub.org

Heading North ?
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The Computer Corner
by Joe Shipley
Phoenix PC Users Group, Arizona

Synchronize Those Files!

With so many laptops available these days, one of
the more common things I come across is the need for
people to synchronize their files between their laptop
and their desktop. Or synchronize files among several
computers on a network.

Let’s say you use a spreadsheet to keep track of
information. This spreadsheet is used on a daily basis to
show you what you did in the past. Every day you add
to the spreadsheet to keep it current. Some days you
add information while using your desktop, and others
while using your laptop. You want to make sure the
same information is available to you whether you’re
working on the laptop or the desktop.

If you had copies of the same file on both your
desktop and your laptop, each time you added informa-
tion to the file on your laptop, it would not automatically
be added to the version on the laptop. So you’d have to
do double work and spend lots of time copying the
latest version from one computer to the other.

What File Synchronization does is provide a way for
you to update the same file from either machine and
make sure that both files are exactly the same. The way
to do this is by using Offline Files. You could also use
the Briefcase feature on your laptop, but I suggest
Offline Files. And I’d make the desktop the “master,”
even though the files on both systems will be identical.

To set up your desktop computer to use Offline
Files, open My Computer or Explorer, go to Tools,
Folder Options, Offline Files and make sure that the
Enable Offline Files check box is selected. Select
Synchronize all offline files before logging off to get a full
synchronization. Leave it unselected for a quick syn-
chronization. While you’re here, also check the box to
place a shortcut to Offline Files on your Desktop.

Once this is done, go to your laptop and use Ex-
plorer or My Network Places to find those files on the
desktop computer you want synchronized. When you
have highlighted the shared folder or file(s) you want to
work with, click on the File menu item and then click on
Make Available Offline. If you don’t see Make Avail-
able Offline, you didn’t correctly set up your system to
enable Offline Files. Note: To make Offline Files work
on a system running XP, you may need to disable Fast
Switching. If an entire folder is made available offline,
any files in that shared folder now or in the future will
automatically be made available offline the next time the
computers are synchronized.

At this point you have selected files to be worked on
offline. When you want to work on a file that will be
synchronized with another computer, you can access the
file by opening the folder, Shortcut to Offline Files, select
the file you wish to open, and make any changes you
desire. When you save the file and get ready to close
your system, if you’re connected to the other computer
your files will be synchronized. If not, the next time you
do connect to the other computer, synchronization will
take place.

While this may appear to be very complicated, it’s
actually easier than I may have described it. For more
information, go to www.microsoft.com and enter
“Working Offline” in the search box, then select the first
result to see a more comprehensive discussion of this
topic.  By using this feature you can keep important files
on one machine while still working with them on another,
and knowing that both are identical.

Joe Shipley, Co-Owner of SMART IDEAS!, is a
computer consultant, in Mesa, AZ.  You can reach
Joe at joeship[nospam]@cox.net.

There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in con-
text with proper credit given the author.  The Edito-
rial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international
organization of which this group is a member, brings
this article to you.
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ru XP erienced?
by Lee Reynolds

Yes, the title of this column is a play on the old
song by Jimi Hendrix. But in this case, what is being
asked is this: do you know everything you need or
want to know about Windows XP? If not, then join
me in learning all about it together...

CHANGE LOCATION OF PAGING FILE
My home computer is set up to use a program

called BootMagic in order to multi-boot among Win-
dows 98se, Windows ME, and Windows XP Pro. I
used the program PartitionMagic in order to create
partitions on my C: drive for each of those operating
systems, as well as two other partitions for storing
programs and data.

Since my present computer came pre-installed with
Windows ME, that is what is on my C: drive, which is
the boot drive. Windows XP normally stores it’s paging
file on the boot drive. I didn’t want it there because that
partition was starting to get full; I preferred to move it to
my D: partition, which was used predominantly for data
and programs that can run in all the versions of Windows
on my pc. I found out how to move the paging file by
reading this Microsoft Knowledge Base article:

http://support.microsoft.com/
default.aspx?scid=kb;en-us;314105
How to Move the Windows Default Paging File

and Print Spooler to a Different Hard Disk

First of all, what is the Paging File? It is the storage
area on a hard drive where memory blocks called pages
are saved and retrieved when needed. Paging is a
technique for implementing virtual memory, which maps
the virtual addresses on the hard drive to physical
memory addresses. The paging file is what takes the
place of what was called the swap file under Windows
9x and ME.

This is the method for moving the Paging File in
Windows XP: click on the Start button, then click
Control Panel in the Start Menu, then click Performance
and Maintenance, and then click System. Click the
Advanced tab, click Settings under Performance, click
the next Advanced tab, and click Change under Virtual
Memory. Select the new drive that you want to use for
storing the paging file and set the Initial Size and Maxi-

mum Sixe. Microsoft recommends that you set the Initial
size to what is given as the recommended value in the
Total Page File Size for All Drives box. Click Set, and
then OK twice. Click Restart Now. The system reboots
and moves the paging file. Note that if the paging file has
been moved from the boot drive (also called system
partition), then Windows cannot write debug information
to the disk if a Stop error occurs.

COMPARISON OF FAT AND NTFS FILE
SYSTEMS

Windows 95, 98, and ME all use a file system called
FAT. (Windows 95 in the original edition used FAT16;
the later versions of Windows 95, 98, and ME could
also use FAT32.) FAT stands for File Allocation Table,
which is a portion of the hard drive that keeps track of
the possibly many scattered segments making up any
given file, which could be distributed all over the drive
because of fragmentation.

Windows NT introduced the NTFS (New Tech-
nologies File System), and both Windows 2000 and XP
can also use this. I won’t be going into any discussion of
exactly how the different file systems operate, but I will
briefly list some differences of NTFS from FAT with
respect to new capabilities.

The NTFS system has an advantage over FAT in the
area of file security, because access rights can be
assigned to files and folders giving different users no
access, or partial access, or full access to the data on
the disk. The NTFS system has disk compression built
in, without the need for outside programs such as zipping
tools.

NTFS supports very large hard disks, theoretically
up to 2 terabytes. It supports these very large disks
quite efficiently, with no degrade of performance, as is
not the case for FAT32. You can assign disk quotas
which limit users to a certain amount of disk space.

NTFS can automatically encrypt and decrypt data
as it is read and written. Encrypted files and folders can
be assigned permissions so that unauthorized users who
try to access them will receive an Access Denied error
message. NTFS is a very recoverable file system since it
maintains a log of transactions on the hard drive.

The CHKDSK utility made use of in XP, which
takes the place of the Scandisk utility used in previous
versions of Windows on FAT16/32 systems, will check
the consistency of various pointers within the directories,

Continued on Page 14
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Make Word Pictures Float
Reprint from:
The Journal of
The 1000 Oaks personal Computer Club

I tried it. I liked it. It’s slick.

To put a picture inside a Word document, just click
Insert, Picture, From File, pick the file. Word treats in-
line pictures the same way it does big characters. If you
type in front of an in-line picture, it will get pushed out
on the same line, just as if it were text. If you center the
line that includes an in-line picture, the image will appear
centered on that line. You can even draw a box around
an in-line picture or underline it, precisely as you would
with a font character.

Sometimes,  though,  you  don’t  want  your picture
to act like a character. In particular, you may want text
to flow around the image. The simplest way to do that is
to make the  picture  float.  When  a  picture  floats,
Word removes it from the text on the page and places it
in an imaginary plane, commonly called the drawing
layer, that lies above or below the text.

To make a picture float, right-click it and choose
Format Picture. (Or in Word 2000, open it in the word
drawing program, then right click and choose Proper-
ties.) On the Layout  tab,  select  either  Square  or
Tight, under Wrapping style, and click OK. Word sticks
the picture in the drawing layer and wraps text around it.
When you move the picture  in  the  document’s  draw-
ing  layer, Word obediently reflows the text, making way
for the picture.

allocation and file tables. If an inconsistency is found,
then transactions can be rolled back to a point where
consistency is recovered. Multiple copies of the Master
File Table are maintained.

CONVERT FAT FILE SYSTEM TO NTFS
Windows XP supports FAT16, FAT32, and NTFS

file systems. The first two file systems are the only ones
supported by Windows 9x and ME, so if you want to
create a dual boot system with Windows XP and
Windows 9x/ME being able to access the same files,
you will need to install programs or save data using
FAT16 or FAT32 (preferably the latter) on those drives
or partitions they can share. However, Windows XP
itself can be installed on a drive using the NTFS file
system, and it can access either FAT or NTFS drives. If
you upgrade a previous version of Windows to XP, it
will of course be on a drive using FAT16 or FAT32. But
there is a built-in program in XP in case you’d like to
then convert to NTFS. This is described in the following
Microsoft Knowledge Base article:

http://support.microsoft.com/
default.aspx?scid=kb;EN-US;307881
HOW TO: Convert a FAT16 or FAT32 Volume to

NTFS in Windows XP
There is a Convert.exe program which will convert

an existing FAT16 or FAT32 volume to NTFS, and it
will do so without any loss of data. The program cannot
convert a volume from NTFS to either version of FAT.
(You would have to buy a commercial program such as
PowerQuest’s PartitionMagic to do that.) The Convert
utility requires that there be a certain amount of free
space on the volume in order to convert it. The following
MS Knowledge Base article has a discussion of that:

http://support.microsoft.com/
default.aspx?scid=kb;EN-US;156560
Free Space Required to Convert FAT to NTFS
To begin the conversion process, you do this: click

the Start button, point to the entry All Programs on the
Start Menu, point to Accessories, and then click Com-
mand Prompt. At the command prompt type this
command: convert d: /fs:ntfs where d: is to be re-
placed by whatever drive letter you are converting.

You will be given an opportunity to provide the
current volume label of the drive being converted. When
conversion is complete a message to this effect is
displayed. Then you can exit the Command Prompt
window.

If the Convert utility cannot gain exclusive access to
the drive to be converted (for example, you are convert-
ing the drive on which Windows XP is installed, or some
program or process is using it) you will be notified that
the conversion cannot be carried out at that time and you
will be given the opportunity to schedule the conversion
to take place when the system is restarted.

Reprinted from Boca Bits
The Newsletter of the Boca Raton Computer Society

Paging File ... Continued from Page 13
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City

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before

and after the BUG monthly meeting.
Members interested in helping develop the

newsletter are welcome.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home
call 728-5979 for directions.

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $  68.00

Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name

Address

Home Phone

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name

State            Zip + 4

Email address

BUG  Officers
Meets the second Wednesday of the month at

the Fee Ave. Library, in Study room 1
Time 7:00 pm to 8:00pm

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM Thursdays

1st & 3rd Thursday at Eau Gallie Library.
All Other Thursdays at Melbourne Library on

Fee Avenue.

Benefits of Membership  In The
Brevard Users Group

Annual Subscription to the B.U.G. Newsletter.
Participation in Special Interest Groups.
Seminars and Workshops.
Fellowship with other knowledgeable computer users.
Stimulating and lasting friendships.

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:30 PM the second and fourth

Thursdays, after the Windows SIG, at the Fee
Ave Library in Melbourne.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 2nd and 4th Thursdays, in
the Fee Ave Library, before the Windows SIG
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Meetings:
Are held at the Melbourne Library
on Fee Ave. the third Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 PM.

       Members
         Helping
          Members

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Mentor Program
 John McNeil      723-5550    AutoCad

 Al Buchanan     728-2789   Works 6.0

 Bob Staples       255-2623     Win9X/XP

 Bill Ranck.         676-3074   Word Perfect

 Rex Cummings 242-9601  Netscape

MOVING?
Don't miss out on any issues of the
BUG Newsletter. Send your new
address to:
Brevard Users Group
Atn: Treasurer
P. O. Box  2456
Melbourne,  Fl  32902-2456
& e-mail to the Newsletter  at
   newsletter@bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group Directory

BUG Officers

President:
Larry French
president@bugclub.org
Vice President:
Lester Cassel
vicepresident@bugclub.org
Treasurer:
Pete Lehotsky
treasurer@bugclub.org
Secretary:
Joan Hefter
secretary@bugclub.org
1st Member at Large:
Terry Slane

2nd Member at Large:
Dan Wadler

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:
Oscar Litke                    409-8002
ozk1joy@wmconnect.com

FACUG Representative:
Bill Ranck                       676-3074

Program Director:
Eric Arnold                     254-3423
eric@bugclub.org

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                  837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                  952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                 728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                   724-6715
Chuck Boring                     454-9455
Bob Staples                       255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

PRESORTED STANDARD
U. S. Postage

PAID
Melbourne, FL
Permit No. 102

Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Your membership expires on the
date indicated in the upper left of
your address label (YYYY\MM).
Please allow six weeks for
processing the renewal.

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org


