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The American Medical Association has
weighed in on the new economic stimulus package.

The Allergists voted to scratch it, but the Derma-
tologists advised not to make any rash moves.

The Gastroenterologists had sort of a gut feeling
about it, but the Neurologists thought the Administration
had a lot of nerve.

The Obstetricians felt they were all laboring under a
misconception.

Ophthalmologists considered the idea shortsighted.

Pathologists yelled, "Over my dead body!" while the
Pediatricians said, 'Oh, Grow up!'

The Psychiatrists thought the whole idea was
madness, while the Radiologists could see right through
it.

Surgeons decided to wash their hands of the whole
thing.

 The Internists thought it was a bitter pill to swallow,
and the Plastic Surgeons said, "This puts a whole new
face on the matter."

The Podiatrists thought it was a step forward, but
the Urologists were pissed off at the whole idea.

The Anesthesiologists thought the whole idea was a
gas, and the Cardiologists didn't have the heart to say
no.

 In the end, the Proctologists won out, leaving the
entire decision up to the a$$holes in Washington.

President Larry French is away
... so no Prez Sez  this month

It’s not too early ...
From The Editor

Our President, Larry French and our Treasurer
Dave Riches are not going to be available for office this
coming year.

We need some people to step up and fill these
positions. The “Election” is not held until January 2010,
but we need to prepare for this, as a former President
would say ... now is the time to ask what you can do
for your club.
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T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400 Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01, on Windows 98se.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the second
Wednesday of the month. Items received after the
deadline will be held for the following month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
E-mail to:   newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Contributing Editor Jim Hally
Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams
Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE

BREVARD USERS GROUP
WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY

  June, 17th, 2009
At 7:00 pm

IN
The Melbourne Library

Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!

ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

                   Computer Service

  6949 W. Nasa Blvd.                       (321) 727-9010
  W. Melbourne, FL 32904      Fax: (321) 253-2292

Web Site: AstroToo.com
EMail: 2@AstroToo.Com

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by:
Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.

The same printer used by many user groups, local
churches, mobile home parks, and many others at
affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743
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Secretary’s Report
By:

Treasurer’s Report
By: Dave Riches

April, 2009

EXPENSES
Domain Name   $95.00
Postage   $57.82
Printing   $63.72
Total $216.54

INCOME
Dues  $200.00
Interest  $    0.00
Total $200.00

ASSETS
Checking $1,506.36
Savings $2,019.89
Total $3,526.25

Renewals:
Loretta Mills #1156
Ernst Hofmann #1288
Dorothy Rodriguez #1200
Gloria Miller #0965
John Alexander #1312
Frances Oldach #1247
C.S. Crowley #1054
John Williams #0973

“The virtue of independence refers to one’s
acceptance of the responsibility of using one’s own
judgment for the purpose of sustaining one’s own
life. .... Anyone who defaults on this responsibility
can only live as a parasite on the thinking and effort
of other people.”

Edwin A. Locke

May 20th 2009

President Larry French is away, so our Treasurer
Dave Riches took his place. Dave brought up the fact
that we will need a President and Treasurer for the next
term of office. He announced an extra daytime meeting
at One Senior Place on Friday May 22nd

Not having a speaker and with a small turnout,
probably because of the rain we’re been having,  the
meeting was a question and answer session, we solved a
few computer problems.

Because of Larry’s absent we didn’t have any prizes
for the drawing, so no winners this month.

The meeting closed at 8:00 pm

Law of Probability -The probability of being
watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of your
act.

Law of Gravity - Any tool, when dropped, will roll
to the least accessible corner.

Law of Mechanical Repair - After your hands
become coated with grease, your nose will begin to itch
and you'll have to pee.

Law of Random Numbers - If you dial a wrong
number, you never get a busy signal and someone
always answers.

Law of the Alibi - If you tell the boss you were late
for work because you had a flat tire, the very next
morning you will have a flat tire.

Variation Law - If you change lines (or traffic
lanes), the one you were in will always move faster than
the one you are in now (works every time).
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Exploring Microsoft Windows 7
Beta 1, Part 1

- A Little Background on My Early (Mis)
Adventures with Windows 7

Written by Lee Reynolds, a member of the Boca Raton
Computer Society, FL
www.brcs.org
leetutor (at) eartlink.net

Lee gives an overview of what the new operating
system might look like, as well as what it is likely to have
for features.

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Probably most of you know Windows 7 is
Microsoft’s latest and greatest offering in terms of
operating systems. A public beta download was made
available on January 9th, intended for testing purposes.
This beta version will stop working on August 1st.

The official final version is planned for introduction
late this year or early next year (depending upon who is
making the prediction; nobody knows for sure.) You
may still be able to download the beta from this website:

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/
betadownload.aspx

BETA DOWNLOAD
A couple of days before Microsoft made available

its public download of the next version of Windows, I
downloaded a version available through MSDN (the
Microsoft Developers Network), intending to install it as
a virtual machine on my Windows Vista desktop com-
puter. With my slo-o-o-ow DSL connection, I had to
wait over 5 hours to get it loaded onto my hard drive. (It
is about a 2.5 gigabyte file.)

VIRTUAL PC INSTALLATION
Then I installed it as a virtual OS, using a copy of

Microsoft’s free program Virtual Pc 2007, that I have
been using for the past two years to get access to and
test other operating systems.

The installation process itself for Windows 7 took
over two and half hours! Next, when I tried it out, the
load was extremely unstable. I kept getting a popup
message saying that Windows Search Indexer had
stopped working; this message would appear just about
every couple of minutes.

When trying out the new beta Internet Explorer 8
built into the operating system, it seems just about every
web page I looked at would crash, and Internet Ex-
plorer would restart, and try to recover the web page. In
addition, I couldn’t download an anti-virus program so
as to get rid of the security message popup from the
taskbar complaining about no anti-virus program being
present.

STABILITY PROBLEM
What was wrong? I had previously read a number

of articles about Windows 7 that raved about the
unparalleled stability of the Windows 7 beta.

This didn’t seem to be true in my case! I recalled
that the computer had lost power during my 5 hour
download about halfway through, when Florida Plunder
and Loot (sorry, I mean Florida Power and Light, of
course) had one of its all-too-frequent blackouts.

The download had appeared to resume okay when I
restarted the computer, but maybe there was something
wrong with the file when it completed. So I downloaded
the public beta (another 5 hours of twiddling my thumbs
and cursing) and then tried again.

Before I started installing the new load in Virtual PC
2007, I researched the problem I had with the previous
load; by googling the net, I found the answer, on this
web page:

http://msdnrss.thecoderblogs.com/2009/01/11/
installingthe-windows-7-beta-with-virtual-pc-2007-sp1/

The problem was that I had used the initial version
of Virtual PC 2007 (which worked perfectly well with all
my other virtual OSes, including XP Home, XP Pro, and
Vista Home Premium), but the above article said install-
ing Windows 7 as a guest OS required the version with
its Service Pack 1 built in. I was gratified to see that

Continued on Page 6
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after I upgraded my version of VPC 2007, the installa-
tion of Windows 7 Beta went very smoothly and only
took half an hour. All the crashes of Windows 7 disap-
peared, too.

ABOUT MICROSOFT VIRTUAL PC 2007
Microsoft Virtual PC 2007 is a free download

available from Microsoft; it is the first version of this
program that is compatible with Windows Vista as well
as Windows XP. An overview of its features is presented
here:

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/products/
winfamily/virtualpc/overview.mspx

Microsoft Virtual Pc 2007 Product Information
MS Virtual PC 2007 is available in both 32-bit and

64-bit versions, and works with Windows Vista Busi-
ness, Enterprise, and Ultimate editions, as well as
Windows Server 2003, Windows XP Professional, and
Windows XP Tablet Edition.

(When you try to install VPC 2007 on a Vista Home
Premium pc, it will give you a warning about not being
compatible, but I have seen web pages on the internet
from people who have said it works perfectly well with
that version of Vista, and I also have a friend in our
computer club who has done it successfully.)

With Virtual PC 2007, you have the program
installed in your main OS (Operating System), called the
“host OS”, and as many virtual machines (each with
possibly a different OS) as you can comfortably handle
with your amount of memory and disk storage.

Each virtual machine is called a “guest OS.” You can
pause any guest OS virtual machine so that it doesn’t
use CPU cycles, and you can save and restore the
configuration file at any time.

With the Virtual Machine Additions installed, you
can copy and paste, and drag and drop between the
host and guest OS.

Each guest OS will be able to handle any CD or
DVD drive on the computer, and you can set it up to be
able to access other hard drive partitions. The guest OS

can also access the internet through a web browser.
With the current version of VPC, the guest unfortunately
cannot access any USB devices like printers, flash
drives, or external USB drives. (It does handle key-
boards and mice connected by USB, however.)

I decided two years ago I would download MS
Virtual PC 2007 and try using it to choose between
Vista and XP Pro. This is much more convenient than
dual booting the two Windows versions, because they
are run simultaneously on my computer, and only need
to click on an icon in the Notification Area (formerly
called the System Tray) of Vista, to switch to XP.

This allows instantaneous switching, rather than what
multi-booting requires, which is to restart the computer
and wait for the several minutes necessary to boot to
another operating system.

The current version of Virtual PC 2007, with SP1,
can be downloaded for free from here: http://
www.microsoft.com/downloads/
details.aspx?FamilyId=28C97D22-6EB8-4A09-A7F7-
F6C7A1F000B5&displaylang=en

SOUND PROBLEM
My next problem was that the sound didn’t work in

the Windows 7 guest OS. I turned to my old friend
Google and found this page:

http://blogs.msdn.com/virtual_pc_guy/archive/2009/
01/13/windows-7-on-virtual-pc-nwindows-7.aspx

A person calling himself Hermes had encountered
my problem and found a solution which he detailed in a
comment he posted in the Virtual PC Guy’s weblog
January 17. I tried his solution, and it worked

GRAPHICS PROBLEM
I was happily exploring the new features of Win-

dows 7 for several days. Then...

A new problem developed from the fact that
Microsoft hasn’t upgraded its graphics driver for Virtual
PC 2007 since introduction of the program two years
ago. Of course, the guest operating system actually uses
your host machine’s real CRT, or LCD screen for
display, but it emulates a driver for a graphics card

Windows 7 Beta ... Continued from Page 5

Continued on Page7
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described as S3 Trio 32/64 PCI with 8 MB Video
RAM.

This is a very old graphics adaptor. It barely sup-
ports some of the “Aero” effects of Vista and Windows
7, and it doesn’t support the requirements of Windows
Media Center or Windows Media Player.

VIRTUAL PC 2007 TO DUAL BOOT
I really wanted to explore those aspects of the new

OS. So I decided I would quit using Windows 7 as a
virtual machine and instead install it as a real operating
system on another partition of my hard drive.

Since I had all my virtual machines stored already on
a separate partition, and had previously backed them up
to an external USB hard drive, I wiped this out and used
my Windows 7 Beta installation DVD to install it there.

Then I could dual boot with Vista and Windows 7,
which was nowhere near as convenient as running them
simultaneously, but apparently was necessary in order to
continue my investigations of the new OS.

Future articles regarding the Windows 7 Beta, will
contain explanations of what I have discovered about
Windows 7, including some screenshot illustrations.

Windows 7 Beta ... Continued from Page 6

Cartridge World
$2.00 Off  First Ink Refill  -  $10.00 Off First Laser Refill

Must bring empty ink or laser cartridges.
Not valid with other offers. Exp. 12/03/07

On Wickham Rd just south of Sarno

http://www.cartridgeworldusa.com/store434

785 N. Wickham Rd
Melbourne, Fl        321-242-7200

Why does a slight tax increase cost you two
hundred dollars and a substantial tax cut save you
thirty cents ?

Tinkers SIG Report 05/03/09
From: Bob Schmidt, SIG leader

To day our meeting was a good one

In spite of the light turnout we got an old Gateway
computer running that has been a problem to us for a
long time.

In a nutshell, an HP printer software package
refused to load because the screen resolution was to low
The screen resolution could not be changed because the
video board / driver / operation system were not in
agreement.

    Sounds political ?

Answer:
Dig through the archive to find a Windows 98

upgrade disk and an Gateway upgrade disk.
  It took both to get a new ATI driver loaded in such

a way that it was not rejected.

Did this help? .......... No not at first.

Lesson Learned:
The computer did not know it was supposed to

switch over to the newer driver, so it hung up on all the
old settings.

I then went to system / devices and deleted all
device drivers that were listed twice.

Time to Reboot and watch.

The computer picked up the correct driver and
allowed us to set the video card to 1024 x 768 resolu-
tion and 64 million colors.

Next the HP printer software loaded to the point
were it asked for the printer. (It was at home)

 We stopped there, our member was left to enjoy
the moment when he got home and plugged in the HP
and let the Plug-n-Pray system finish the installation.

Bob  “Tinker”  Schmidt
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Computer Basics
Written by Hilton Kaufman, a member of the Chicago
Computer Society, IL
www.ccs.org
hmkaufman (at) earthlink.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

A computer is nothing but a bunch of wires and
parts sitting in a box. Programming makes it work. Over
the years computers have become smaller and more
powerful, while programming became more sophisti-
cated.

Years ago memory was expensive and the program-
ming was relatively cheap. Now, memory is quite cheap.
For many purposes the necessary programming either
comes with the machine or can be purchased in a box or
online.

For most people, a commonly available operating
system and an office suite meet their needs. The operat-
ing system helps direct commands through the parts and
wires, although there is a chip with some very low level
programming on it that is part of the machine. The office
suite has the programs or applications that allow busi-
ness-type things to be done.

The most common operating systems are those in
the Microsoft® Windows® line of products. These
come with some useful applications and games.
WordPad®, which comes with the Microsoft® Win-
dows® operating systems, is sufficient for the word
processing needs of many people who do not need a
complicated office suite.

When you buy a computer, the operating system and
its included applications are usually pre-loaded into the
machine. Depending on the package that is purchased,
other programs may come with the machine. There is
likely to be a minimal office suite, such as Microsoft®
Works®, a web browser and an e-mail program. These
will be inexpensive, low end products, which may be
adequate.

A business class office suite may cost a few hundred
dollars depending upon what is included. A powerful
database program will approximately double the cost of
the office suite.

The required power and cost of the machine de-
pends on how it will be used. Computer games with life-
like graphics require powerful machines. Text only e-
mail messaging can use inexpensive machines.

Many computers are connected together through
something known as the Internet.  Several services, such
as the World Wide Web and e-mail, are delivered
through the Internet. The Internet works through a
complex addressing system so that messages can go
where they are supposed to go. Any computer may or
may not be connected to the Internet at any given time.

Connections to other than local computers, such as
to the Internet, usually go through a commercial Internet
Service Provider, or ISP, which connects to the Internet
trunk lines.  This connection could be through a school,
government agency, business, or other organization
instead. ISPs can be small neighborhood operations,
large International concerns, or in between.

One should be a bit careful when using the Internet.
While there is a lot of useful information available, there
is also significant bad stuff. Attempts are made to scam
people in various ways or to harm computers.

Hilton Kaufman serves as an Internet content
provider and unit technical support person in the
Illinois Department of Employment Security. Among
his other duties, he designs interactive forms and
assists people with the use of computer programs.

He is old enough to have seen room size comput-
ers that were programmed by inserting boards with
plug in wiring. Yet he is familiar with much of the
modern technology. For several years he has been
writing articles for beginners on the use of comput-
ers, which have been published in computer user
group newsletters.
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File Management – Part Two
Written by Ron Hirsch, Contributing Editor, Boca
Raton Computer Society, Florida
www.brcs.org
ronhirsch1439 (at) comcast.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

This month’s lesson picks up where we left off last
month. We’re now going to do some file operations on
the special file we created for the exercise.

1. First, we’re going to set up a new folder, and
prepare to move testfile.txt into that folder. In the left
hand listing, click once on the My Documents folder. Go
to the menu at the top of the Explorer window, and click
on FILE>NEW>FOLDER. Now you will see a new
folder named “New Folder” directly below My Docu-
ments. It should be highlighted. If not, click once on it,
and then click on the F2 key. This puts you in “edit”
mode, and you can change the name of the folder.
Change it to “Files for your name” (type in your name,
without the quotes). After typing that in, hit the enter key.
Now you have a new folder which is a personalized
place for you to store your documents.

2. Next we’re going to move the testfile.txt docu-
ment to the new folder. One simple way to do this is to
drag it from its present folder to its new home. Get the
listing of all the folders on C: in the left hand window.
Then double click on My Documents. The new folder
we just created should be showing in the listing on the
left, and also in the right hand section listing the contents
of My Documents. Click on “testfile.txt” to select it, and
then drag it onto the new folder which you just personal-
ized with your name. The file has now been moved. To
confirm that, double click on your new folder, and it
should open and list the contents.

Depending upon what Windows version you are using,
and what file manager you are using the dragging proto-
col may be slightly different. Generally in Windows,
dragging moves the file, if you’re dragging to any folder
on the same drive. Dragging to a different drive, copies

the file. And holding the CTRL key down while drag-
ging, always copies the file, and using the Shift key
always moves the files, irrespective of the target loca-
tion. To be sure that you move or copy as you want to
do, hold the SHIFT key down and drag to move, and
the CTRL key down and drag to copy. This will work
under any circumstance. Windows does give you a
“hint” about this. If you drag and see a small + sign in
next to the moving mouse cursor, the process you are
doing is copying. If there’s no + sign, then you are
moving.

3. Next, we’re going to copy this file to a floppy
disk. Insert a floppy into the drive A. Left click on
testfile.txt in the new folder to select it. Now, hold down
the CTRL key while dragging the file to drive A. To
confirm that you have copied to file, double click on
drive A on the left hand listing of Explorer. It should
show the file listed there. Then go back to the original
folder for your documents, to see that it is still there also.
If it is - you’ve succeeded. If your system does not have
a floppy disk drive, or another hard drive, copy to a
flash drive. If you have none, just skip this step

4. Since this isn’t a file that you want to keep, let’s
delete it. Click on it once to select it on, wherever it was
copied to. Then hit the delete key and OK. Repeat the
process for the other location also.

NOTE: During these activities, you probably have
noticed small “+” and “-” signs on certain of the listings
in Windows Explorer (or any file manager). The “+” sign
indicates that there are subfolders within the folder listed.
To expand the listing to show them, click on the “+”
sign. The “-” sign indicates that the folder has subfolders,
and they are already shown. To collapse that listing,
click on the “-”sign. Clicking toggles the situation back
and forth.  NOTE: Windows Explorer is not “Internet
Explorer”, so don’t get confused here.

This is the end of the exercise on the beginning
basics of file management. Obviously you can modify
any of the procedures given to suit your specific needs.
And, if you are now adept at all the steps, you’ve got a
good start on things. As with most things in Windows,
there are generally several ways to so things. Rather than
confuse things, I’m keeping things as simple as I can.

Continued on Page 10
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File Management Part 2 ... Continued from Page 9
If you had difficulty following the previous steps, it

might be a good idea for you to consider one of the
introductory Windows courses given by various organi-
zations in our area. When someone asks me “what do
you mean by ‘click’?”, I pass for the moment. It’s like
the person who called Compaq tech support. He
couldn’t find the “any key”, when the instructions said
“click on any key”, he said his keyboard didn’t have an
“any key.”

Now that you can handle file management basics,
you should consider getting a better file manager. There
are two good choices out there. As with all things, if you
plan on using a file manager often now, you should use a
more capable program. It’s like a car. If you plan on
driving a lot, a new 2008 Lexus is generally more fun
than a stripped down old 1965 Chevy.

I was disappointed when I saw that Microsoft has
done very little with Windows Explorer. Of all the good
programs MS may have provided, Windows Explorer
was not one. Not to worry though - all the things you’ve
learned so far will carry over into any file manager.
There are a variety of good and one GREAT file manag-
ers out there. Do a general Google search for “Windows
file managers”, and a bunch of hits will display. Some are
add-ons to Windows Explorer, and others are
standalone programs. If you want the finest file manager
ever created for Widows, look at Opus 9 at http://
nudel.dopus.com/opus9/ . Be warned however, that this
is not a cheap program. It costs about $57 (US), but it
is without peer. If you are an advanced user, this is the
one to get. For others, there are lots of freeware and
shareware programs. Review the Google search results
to see what will fit you best, assuming you would like to
work with something superior to Windows Explorer.

Another good (and free) choice is PowerDesk . You
can get a free copy of version 7 of the program by
downloading it from http://www.snapfiles.com/get/
powerdeskfree.ht http://www.snapfiles.com/reviews/
powerdesk/powerdeskfree.html . ZDNet should also
have it available. If you like the program, you can
purchase a registered version, with a few more features,
and no nag screens.

With any of these file managers, or Windows
Explorer, the best way to learn is to “browse around”,
and play with things. Click on various menu items,
practice copying and moving files, and be inquisitive.
And, REMEMBER, all the things you learn in these
exercises apply to all the programs you’ll be using on
your Windows computer.

Computer learning can be likened to taking piano
lessons - you can’t learn to play if you don’t practice.
Maybe someday we’ll be able to get a “chip” that we
can plug into our brains to acquire all sorts of capabilities
without the time consuming old-fashioned learning
process. But for now, we have to rely on present
techniques which take time and effort. But, in the long
run, the effort is well worth it

Learning to manage your files is a very important
activity for all computer users to learn. So, how about
getting started on that right now. Remember, you don’t
always have to be doing a formal lesson. Start exploring
and investigate all the areas where you haven’t been
before. Instead of surfing the Internet, surf you own
computer. You’ll find lots of exciting things. And remem-
ber, any time you want to get help on something, just
press the F1 key, and a help window should pop up.

This concludes the brief learning experience of file
management. Remember, you’ve only scratched the
surface here. This is similar to learning chess. Many
people think that when they have learned to move the
pieces, that they know how to play chess - but they are
a long way from being a “chess player.” The name of the
game is practice. This lesson is just a start towards a
better understanding of that marvelous machine you have
at your fingertips.

If you find this material useful, you may want to
download this article in PDF format, from our web site
www.brcs.org. This allows readers to keep the material
either as a PDF file, and/or print it out, and place it in a
loose leaf notebook for future reference.

I'm not an economist and we all know econo-
mists were created to make weather forecasters look
good,"

Rupert Murdoch     http://tinyurl.com/c7ylsq
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Moving on to Vista – Part 14
by Neil Stahfest, Librarian, Tacoma Area PC User
Group, Washington
www.tapcug.org
ncstahfest(at)msn.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

One of the features that I liked about previous
versions of Windows was the “Search” feature.  Just
click on the “Start” button”, Click on “Search” and enter
the file name that you want to find.  If you have multiple
hard drives, you can specify which ones to search.  Its
easy and simple.

Vista is different.  Vista has a totally new search
feature that is in some ways easier to use, fast  and very
sophisticated.   It doesn’t just try to match file names.  It
looks inside files  and reads and searches the contents of
text files, your Windows Contacts and Calendar as well
as any Microsoft Office files (documents, spreadsheets
and PowerPoint files).  To do this Vista automatically
maintains an index file which contains all this information
for the file linked to your personal user folder.  To keep
the index file from becoming too large and to speed up
the search process, it does not maintain a list of files
located in your Windows system folder, contents of
application file folders or on a local computer network
(information usually only useful to computer program-
mers).   When you start searching for a file or word, it
only has to check this index file to find what you want.
The results are displayed almost as fast as you can type
the search name.

To use the most basic features of Vista’s search
engine, click on the “Start” button.  When the  “Start
Menu” appears, a “Start Search” box appears directly
above the “Start Button”.  As you start to type a folder
or file name, a list of folders and files appears above the
box.  As you type more letters, the list of names be-
comes more specific.  If you don’t see what you are
looking for, at the bottom of the list is an option to
search for the file name on the Internet (assuming that

you have an Internet connection of course).   When you
do this, the Internet search uses your default Internet
search engine whether it be Microsoft, Google, Yahoo,
etc.

The Search Results window does not show the
name of every file match found.  Using some form of
artificial intelligence Vista limits itself to to the 20 most
likely matches.  It shows them under file group headings
such as “Programs”, “Files” and “Communications”.

An interesting aspect of this feature is that you can
point and click on a program listed in the Search Results
window and actually run it.  Document or spreadsheet
files can also be accessed this way.  Printing at the file
name activates the default file program, such as
Microsoft Word.

Using this feature of Vista’s search function moves it
beyond just a way to locate files and folders.  It be-
comes a way to quickly locate files and then take action
to use them.  To prepare this column I simply went to
my desktop, clicked on the Start Button, entered
“vista.rtf” in the Search Box and then clicked on the file
name to open it with my word processing program.
How simple is that!  No need to open a series of folders
to burrow down to my Vista column files.

In most cases, doing the above steps will locate the
information you are looking for.  But suppose it doesn’t.
Windows will tell you that the information can’t be
located and suggest that you use some of the advanced
search features.  We’ll address advanced search fea-
tures next month.

The first seven Presidents were not born in the
United States of America. They were born in colonies
that later becames states. To be eligible to become
President of the United States, a person must be a
natural-born citizen of the United States and have been a
permanent resident in the United States for at least 14
years.

This could not be avoided with the first seven
Presidents.
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DesktopZoom
A review by Bonnie Snyder, member of P*PCompAS
(Pikes Peak Computer Application Society), CO
http://ppcompas.apcug.org
Bonniels21(at)gmail.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG with
the author’s permission for publication by APCUG
member groups; all other uses require the permission
of the author (see e-mail address above).

One evening while surfing the Web, I stumbled
across a free screen magnifier called DesktopZoom. I
downloaded it and put it through its paces. And, I was
quite impressed with it. There are those freeware pro-
grams that “you get what you pay for,” and then there
are those that give you a whole lot more value.
DesktopZoom is definitely in the latter category.

When you first load DesktopZoom, it comes up with
a settings screen, with two tab areas; in the top area, the
default is 3) Entire desktop and in the bottom tab area,
the Mouse is the default tab. You can type in a numerical
size for the mouse pointer and then select a shape and
color for the mouse pointer. The “Big Mouse” option is
selected by default (if you unselect it, you don’t get a
mouse pointer at all … not good). Other options on the
Mouse tab include selecting a Crosshair, selecting a thin
red Rectangle which helps you focus on the working
area of your application (don’t use the Crosshair and the
Rectangle together because the Rectangle won’t move if
you do), and another default selection: Hide real mouse
(recommended).

Moving from left to right on the tabs, the first tab is
for Zoom. The Zoom selection area has two input boxes
for the size of the magnification. Default is 3000/1000.
You’ll have to fiddle around with the numbers to find the
best for you. There are three checkboxes, the first is to
hide the configuration screen when the program is
running (it is not checked, but I would recommend that
you check it). The second is for No screen changes
when not zoomed (it is not checked, but I would recom-
mend that you check it). The third is Stop zoom if mouse
in right bottom corner (I checked it because I find it a
convenient option).

The next lower tab is for Keys. These key combina-
tions are for increasing or decreasing the magnification
on the fly. By default, the Mouse Wheel option, a radio
button, With Ctrl-key, in a combo box, is checked.
There are three other key combinations you can select
from. If you prefer to use the arrow keys instead of the
mouse, you can select the Arrows radio button with
Without Key selected in the combo box (there are three
other key combinations to select from in the combo
box). Finally, the Alt-Keys are selected by default in a
checkbox with six possible settings for on the fly
changes (Zoom in and out; Zoom on or off; tracking and
crosshair – each option has a character to press with the
Alt-Key to accomplish its task).

The Mouse tab comes next (we’ve already covered
that); then comes the Color tab. There are three
checkboxes: the first is for Grey shades (it has a combo
box/edit box with seven choices of shades of grey
including an option to type in a number of your prefer-
ence); the second is for Invert Colors, and the third
(checked by default) is for Smoothing. You can have all
three boxes checked if you wish. Finally, it has an edit
box for Show original screen (you can type in a numeric
percentage … 0 is the default). This one makes me
crazy … what it does is show the original screen as a
kind of background of the magnified screen. But, it was
probably included because somebody needed that
feature!

Then we move on to the Tracking tab. The first
Tracking option has a combo box from which you can
choose three tracking items: None, Caret, Caret +
Menu; the default being Caret + Menu. Next addresses
specifically Track MsWord Caret (checkbox checked
by default). Then you get to select the Tracking delay
time by typing a number in an edit box (30 is the de-
fault). Another check box comes next for allowing
display of a Thumbnail with your choice of ratio (in an
edit box). The Thumbnail is similar to a histogram in an
art program; it displays the entire screen in miniature in
the bottom right area of the screen. Finally, there is a
combo box for choosing View. The options in this
combo box include Follow the mouse, Static – changes
when hitting the border and Static – Jump to mouse.
The default is Static – changes when hitting the border.
You’ll just have to check these out yourself to see which

Continued on Page 13
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Driver Backup Programs
Backup — The Ware Essential to Your Computer
Written by Larry Cohen,
Member at Large, ICON PCUG, NY
From The ICON Graphic, Newsletter of ICON PC
User Group, Inc., January 2009 Edition
www.iconpcug.org
president (at) iconpcug.org

This article has been obtained from APCUG for
publication by APCUG member groups; all other
uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail
address above).

Last month I wrote about traditional backup
programs. I will continue the discussion with free driver
backup programs.

As you are aware, drivers are small programs that
associate your hardware with your operating system. It
is particularly useful to have these programs if you have
to re-install windows either from the manufacturer’s
restore disk or a new install of windows. It avoids the
hassle of having to go to each manufacturer’s website
and download one-by-one drivers.

Driverback.bat
This is a batch file from PCWorld magazine to

backup all device drivers. Here are the directions from
PCWorld: Once it’s on your system double click the file
to create your backup.

The batch file copies the drivers (and a lot of extra
files) to a folder called ‘driverback inside My Docu-
ments. Use your CD authoring software to copy the
contents of this folder to a CD.

To reinstall the drivers, use either Device Manager
or Control Panel’s Add Hardware applet to open
Update Wizard. If the Wizard doesn’t automatically
look for drivers on the CD, point to the CD drive when
asked for a location.

It can be downloaded at:
http://www.pcworld.com/49366
Figures 1, 2, and 3 show the program ‘doing its

thing’.
Continued on Page 14

works best for you. For the present, I am using the
default. And then, the final lower tab is for Speech. I
have noticed that people with low vision will experience
visual fatigue with long documents to read. The addition
of speech in DesktopZoom is an excellent option when
the eyes are ready to give out (or put you to sleep). The
Speech option picks up on any SAPI5.0 voices you
might already have on your computer as well as any
premium voices you have acquired. You can turn the
speech on only when you want it and you can control
volume and speed in this tab.

There is more, but I really ought to leave some of the
mystery so you can enjoy setting the program up.
DesktopZoom has many really good features. My
biggest complaint is that it does slow down movement on
the screen. Ah well, nothing is perfect.

Give DesktopZoom a try if you feel the need for
some screen enlargement to help you read your com-
puter monitor. Just Google DesktopZoom and you’ll be
taken to a site for download.

DesktopZoom ... Continued from Page 12

U.S. paper money is currently produced at two
facilities, one in Washington D.C. and another in Fort
Worth, Texas.
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DriverMax
This is a wonderful easy to use sophisticated

backup tool that allows you to either set up a login
account to retrieve drivers or export them to a zip file
that you would copy to a CD for later installation. Here
is a description from the DriverMax website:

“DriverMax is a new tool that allows you to down-
load the latest driver updates for your computer. No
more searching for rare drivers on discs or on the web
or inserting one installation CD after the other. Just
create a free account, log in, and start downloading the
updates that you need.

You can also export all your current drivers (or just
the ones that work ok) to a folder or a compressed file.
After reinstalling Windows you will have everything in
one place!  Most of the situations when Windows is
running slower are caused by faulty driver installations.
Windows stores all versions of older drivers just in case
you want to go back; sometimes it messes up older
versions with more recent ones. The Export Wizard will
only export the drivers you select by copying the
needed files to a folder or a compressed ZIP file. After
reinstalling Windows all drivers will be back in place in
less than 5 minutes - sparing you of searching, inserting
disc after disk and losing precious time. The Import
Drivers wizard allows you to install all the drivers that
you exported earlier. The entire operation might take up
to 5-10 minutes.

Just one single computer restart will be required
after all drivers are reinstalled!

Note: DriverMax only works on Windows Vista,
Windows XP and Windows 2003 (all service packs).
Driver downloads are *only* available for Windows
Vista and Windows XP users.”

Figure 4 illustrates the opening screen that is the
gateway to every available  subprogram.

It can be found at: http://www.innovative-sol.com/
drivermax/  Note: After starting the program, it does
require free registration which is acquired from the
above web site.

Larry Cohen is a Professor Emeritus of Math-
ematics at Nassau Community College and is a
Member-At-Large of the ICON Executive Board.

Figure 1 – The Opening Screen

Figure 2 – Scanning

    Figure3 – The Finish

Figure 4 – The DriverMax Main Window

Backup Programs ...Continued from Page 13
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To be updated

Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name _________________________________

Address ___________________________________

Home Phone ________________________________

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name _________________________________

City ______________________________________

State _______  Zip + 4 ________________________

E-mail Address ______________________________

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

Moving ?
Don’t miss out on any issues of the BUG Newsletter
Send your new address to:
Brevard Users Group  Att: Treasurer
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456
And e-mail to the Newsletter and Treasurer at:
newsletter@bugclub.org
treasurer@bugclub.org

Afternoon Meeting
An afternoon meeting is held on the first

Monday of the month at 2pm, in One Senior
Place,  8085 Spyglass Hill Rd, Viera.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.

BUG  Officers
Meets the Third Wednesday of the month at the
Fee Ave. Library, in the small conference room.

Time 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

E-mail:  rschmidt@cfl.rr.com

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM Thursdays

1st & 3rd Thursday at Eau Gallie Library.
All Other Thursdays at Melbourne Beach

Library, A1A  and Ocean Ave .

          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 2nd and 4th Thursdays, in
the Melbourne Beach Library,

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before and

after the BUG monthly meeting.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home.

Call 728-5979 for directions.

LINUX SIG

                IMAGING SIG
To be updated



 16                   BUG Newsletter                 June 2009

Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Meetings:
Are held at the Melbourne Library  on
Fee Ave. the third Wednesday of the
month at 7:00 PM.

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Your membership expires on the date
indicated in the upper left of your
address label (YYYY\MM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the
renewal.

BUG Officers

President:
Larry French                   837-0962
president@bugclub.org

Vice President
Lester Cassel
vicepresident@bugclub.org

Treasurer:
Dave Riches
treasurer@bugclub.org

Secretary:
Eileen Cameron
secretary@bugclub.org

Member at Large:
Dan Wadler

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                    837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                    952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                   728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                  724-6715
Chuck Boring                   454-9455
Bob Staples                      255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

Tom Butler                     242-9869
geotbutler@juno.com

FACUG Representative:
Open

Program Director:
Dan Wadler

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:

Linux SIG
Chris Crisafulli
linux-sig@bugclub.org


