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September’s meeting was graced by Jay Wooten an
Apple specialist with an office in Indian Harbor Beach.
Jay kept the membership rapt with explanations of Macs
and debunking myths about them that abound in the
Windows community.  He brought a mini, an I-Mac and
a Mac laptop to show us.  All in all he put on a very
enjoyable presentation.

If you are interested in receiving my notices of the
weekly meetings, please drop me an e-mail at
President@bugclub.org and I will see you are put on the
e-mail list.

It’s time to start thinking about the holiday party in
December and a slate of officers for the coming year.

I  will be doing a presentation at the October
meeting on computer security.

Take care of each other,

Larry French,  President

Jay Wooten of Visual Dynamics and Larry French
BUG President.
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reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
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day (Monthly Bug Meeting) of the month. Items
received after the deadline will be held for the follow-
ing month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
Newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Contributing Editor Jim Hally

Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams

Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by Creative Technol-
ogy of Sarasota Inc. - the same printer used by many
user groups, local churches, mobile home parks, and
many others at affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE
BREVARD USERS GROUP

WILL BE ON
Thursday, October, 20th, 2005

At 7:00 pm
IN

The Eau Gallie Library
Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!

ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

                   Computer Service

 6949 W. Nasa Blvd.                  (321) 727-9010
 W. Melbourne, FL 32        Fax: (321) 253-2292

Web Site: AstroToo.com
EMail: Astro@AstroToo.Com
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Secretary’s Report
By: Joan Hefter, Secretary

Treasurer’s Report

BUG MEETING
September 26, 2005

President, Larry French, opened the meeting at 7:00
pm.   He welcomed visiting guests and members.

This month’s BUG Meeting was moved to Monday,
Sept. 26th at the Eau Gallie Library.  The Melbourne
Library was having new carpet installed the Wednesday
Evening of our regular meeting.  There was still a good
turn out after Larry notified everyone via e-mail about
the change.

We had two visitors and they were warmly wel-
comed.  Larry reminded everyone about the project that
Jack Nash is working on, i.e. ink cartridges for the boys
in Iraq.

Bob Staples brought us up to date on Chuck
Boring.  Chuck and his wife are in Cincinnati where
Chuck’s wife is scheduled for surgery in October.  They
will be back as soon as possible.

The door prizes which consisted of one pack of 50
DVD+R, Photo Plus Gloss Paper from Staples and a
Linksys Wireless Broadband Router, went to the
members with the lucky numbers.

Our presentation for the evening was given by, Jay
Wooten of Visual Dynamics, 694 Eau Gallie Blvd.  His
presentation was on the Apple Computer about the
myths and facts of a Mac.  Jay has been an Apple
Specialist going back many years.  In 1988 Jay opened
Visual Dynamics and has given many presentations
about the Mac Computer.

Jay went on to explain that the Mac has everything
installed when purchased so that you never need soft-
ware for different programs.  The machine comes
loaded with all the software that you need.  It is a plug
and play machine.  The Mini Mac is very tiny compared
to what we are used to.  The Mac is also able to receive
and send e-mail from Out Look Express.  He went on
to state that the Mac can stop pop-ups, viruses or scam
mail.  Price was also mentioned and they start at about
$499.

He answered questions during and after the presen-
tation.  Jay also showed us a Mac laptop model which
was small and streamlined and very light weight and an
I-Mac.  All in all it was a very informative meeting and
changed a lot of minds about the Mac.

The meeting was closed at 8:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Joan Hefter, Secretary

By: Tom Butler

September 2005

EXPENSE

Nltr Mailing $  61.45
Nltr Printing $  89.93

Total Exp $151.38

INCOME
Dues            $  100.00
1yr Ad            $    68.00

Total           $    168.00

ASSETS
Checking         $   643.66
Savings             $3,177.07

Total $3,820.73

New Members:
Guthrie, Al & Peggy # 1251
Van Orsdale, Brigit & Ray # 1252

Renewals:
Staples, R # 1008
Glover, E # 1158
Lauiritsen, H # 1124
Strock, A # 1205
Leslie, F # 1062
Slaney, E # 1204
Stillings, J # 1234
Luce, J # 1236
Fiore, E # 1115
Bowen, C & M # 1163
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An Examination of
Google’s Gmail

By Richard Johnson, Member of TUGNET, CA

The two most useful features of Gmail are (1) its
huge storage capacity, which essentially eliminates the
need to delete messages, and (2) a lightning-quick
search facility, allowing the user to retrieve any message
almost instantly.

Gmail also touts its unique labeling system, that
replaces other email services’ folders (for filing incoming
messages), its “conversation” grouping of messages, and
its lack of banner ads or pop-ups. In this writer’s
opinion, the value of the labels is overblown.

To label incoming messages is time-consuming and
on the whole not particularly helpful. Unlabeled mes-
sages may be retrieved easily either from the main
window (with the “Search Mail” button) or with Gmail’s
advanced search (accessible via “Show search options”
on the main window). This writer uses the advanced
search routinely, for finding messages. It should be noted
that Gmail is not ad-free. It’s just that the ads are text
ads (similar to the ads on Google’s search pages).

At this time a Gmail user can receive HTML mail
but send in plain text only. For security purposes,
graphics are excluded by default from incoming mes-
sages, and you can vary this instruction on a message-
by-message basis only.

Spam control. Gmail features its own rudimentary
spam filtering system, discussed in greater detail below.
While imprecise, this system cannot be turned off.
Although you can create your own additional filters, the
only way to stop Gmail from diverting legitimate mail to
its spam folder is to add the sender to your contact list.
(You can do so either directly or by marking a “Spam”
message “Not spam.”) At this writing Gmail still follows
a quirky protocol under which bounce messages are
diverted to the spam folder.

Should You Switch? Gmail is not for everyone.

You should not switch to Gmail:
· if you find Web-based email just too slow,
· if you want pictures on your incoming messages,

and don’t want to have to bother with Gmail’s one-click
instruction (to include graphics) for each such message,

· if you need to be able to compose messages in
HTML,

· if you don’t want to have to periodically check the
spam folder for legitimate mail or bounced messages,

· if you prefer to read in your inbox all incoming mail
even mail that might be spam, or

· if you’re happy with what you have, and feel it’s
not worth the trouble to notify folks of your new ad-
dress.

You should consider switching to Gmail
· if you’d rather not fuss with setting up folders for
messages that you’ve read and want to keep, but

still want to be able to retrieve such messages speedily,
· if you like Web-based email such as Yahoo Mail or

Hotmail, but are fed up with the banner ads and popups
you encounter,

· if you don’t want to have to decide which incoming
messages to keep and which to delete,

· if you’ve ever wanted to view an old incoming
message only to realize that you’d permanently deleted
it,

· if you presently use a disk-based system like
Outlook or Outlook Express, and don’t want the hassle
of backing up your messages to protect against their loss
in a disk crash,

· if you find your present email filtering scheme too
complicated, or

· if you like the idea of grouping related messages in
“conversations,” for easier reference.

Gmail Compared to Outlook Express
Nearly all new Windows computers come bundled

with Microsoft’s Outlook Express. This fact may explain
the overwhelming preponderance of that program
among users. Both Gmail and Outlook express are free.
But although price is not one of them, there are various
reasons for choosing one over the other

Storage
There are pluses and minuses to using a Web-based

email system like Gmail, with respect to storage. A plus
is that since messages are stored on the Web, they’ll
always be accessible to the user, regardless of any hard
disk catastrophes. Moreover, an accumulation of large
numbers of stored messages will not affect either the
available disk space or speed of access.

Continued on Page 5
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(However, Internet access—especially dial-up—can
be uncomfortably slow, compared to disk access.)

One minus with a Web-based system is that the
provider’s server will accommodate only a limited
amount of storage—typically much less than will easily fit
on a user’s hard drive. So the user may find older
messages simply gone. This distinction is turned around
by Gmail—which allows a gigabyte of storage, and in
fact discourages the user from deleting any messages.

Filing
With any email system, sent messages may be

retained in their own mailbox. The conventional way of
filing an incoming message for later reference is to move
it from the inbox to another mailbox of the user’s choice.
This is the filing system used by Outlook Express. The
user may need to create anywhere from a few new
mailboxes to dozens, with names like “Purchases,”
“Events,” “Subscriptions,” “Bills,” “Software reference,”
“Confirmations,” etc. A simpler choice might be to send
all such saved messages to a “Hold” mailbox.

Gmail has revolutionized email filing. (In its terminol-
ogy, it doesn’t even offer filing!) Rather than send it to a
particular mailbox, the user simply “archives” the mes-
sage. Archived messages in Gmail go to “All Mail,”
which is just like the “Hold” mailbox referenced above,
except that it includes outgoing as well as incoming
messages. A Gmail quirk is that while a user’s draft will
be found in All Mail, messages that Gmail considers
spam will not.

Gmail’s “labels” or keywords, can at least in theory
facilitate a message search, in addition to the usual
search criteria (sender, subject, date range, etc.).
Multiple labels may be assigned to one message. As
would be expected with a system created by Google,
searching for messages is lightning-fast. This rapid
retrieval of messages actually renders Gmail’s labeling
system largely unnecessary, in this writer’s view.

Spam Diversion
Gmail has been criticized for having an insufficiently

sophisticated spam blocking system. It’s actually miles
ahead of that of Outlook Express—but OE users often
can use spam controls supplied by the Internet Service
Provider. For this writer, Gmail’s system is more than
adequate.

Gmail controls spam by means of (1) message
filtering—similar to that of Outlook Express, and (2)
spam blocking. With either Gmail or Outlook Express,
the user can set up filters to bypass the inbox and send
the subject messages directly to “Trash” [Gmail] or
“Deleted Items” [Outlook Express]. Outlook Express
also has a “Block sender” option to keep those senders’
messages from reaching any mailbox.

Using its own criteria, Gmail will divert incoming
messages to its “Spam” folder. This criteria can be
overridden by the user’s action either manually to add
messages to the spam folder or to remove them. This
action by the user will continue to affect all messages
from the same sender.

Further Considerations
Any retrieved Gmail message will be accompanied

by other messages in the same “conversation.” You can
think of this as your girlfriend’s bringing her female
cousins along with her on every date. It may be conve-
nient if you want to relate to a cousin, but you need to
remember who is the girlfriend and who is the cousin.
Whether Gmail’s “conversation view” is a positive or a
negative is a call you’ll have to make. Gmail out of the
box will not notify you when you have a new message.
Keeping your Gmail window open won’t tell you
anything unless you refresh the page. And even with a
fast connection, refreshing can be tediously slow. You
can download the Gmail Notifier, but only if you use
Windows 2000 or XP (or a later Windows version).

Additional points will become apparent with use.
For example, a minor annoyance is Gmail’s closing your
history/favorites/search sidebar whenever you click on a
link in a message. The best way to make up your mind
about Gmail is to try it.

The Editorial Committee of the Association of
Personal Computer User Groups (APCUG), an
international organization of which this group is a
member, brings this article to you.

Reprint from: The Space Coast PC Journal

Goggle’s Gmail ... Continued form Page 4
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Windows: Better Safe (Mode)
Than Sorry

By Gabe Goldberg, APCUG Advisor and Columnist,
AARP Computers and Technology Website

Though the Windows operating system isn’t usually
dangerous, it includes a special “Safe Mode”. This is a
handy way to boot a PC to investigate and fix problems.
You may have read advice about when to use this, and
even how to run it. But scarce and fragmented Safe
Mode information can make it sound more exotic than it
is.

Windows XP books’ indexes provided surprisingly
few entries for “Safe Mode”. I found the best coverage
in two O’Reilly books [www.oreilly.com], “Windows
XP Pro: The Missing Manual” and “Windows XP Home
Edition: The Missing Manual”. Naturally, Google found a
gazillion hits. But they’re mostly “just the facts” writeups
targeting people who already know “what” and “why”
and just need “how” information. So this article provides
background for this built-in Windows facility.

Over the years, as it became more powerful and
reliable, Windows grew significantly from its slender
1992-era Version 3.1 self. There’s no free lunch;
learning new tricks required more software. But that
complexity gets in the way when problems occur. Just as
doctors rarely diagnose patients through heavy winter
coats, Windows needs to shed layers to expose prob-
lems’ causes.

Safe Mode slims Windows down, only loading and
running specific pieces needed for basic operation. So
your video display looks strange in Safe Mode because
Windows doesn’t load the monitor’s specific driver
program. This lets you recover from problems caused
by buggy drivers you may have just installed. There are
other restrictions: you likely can’t get online and may not
be able to print. But Safe Mode lets you perform tests,
fix problems, and install/uninstall programs.

If you think your PC may have a virus or spyware,
it’s worth installing the antidote in Safe Mode, since
some malware prevents installing anti-virus software. If
installed anti-virus software can’t remove a virus, Safe

Mode may let it succeed. (Some experts recommend
always running virus/spyware scans under Windows in
Safe Mode.) If defragmenting your hard drive
[www.aarp.org/learntech/computers/howto/Articles/
a2004-06-16-defrag.html] never finishes, Safe Mode
may remove programs that keep interrupting it. And it
lets you erase files that Windows normally says are in
use (though only do this when you’re sure what you’re
doing).

Windows XP defines two kinds of user accounts:
“administrator” and “limited”. An administrator can
install/remove software, change settings, etc., while a
limited user can only run programs and use facilities.
Even if only one account is defined, a secret companion
called Administrator is available. Booting in Safe Mode
lets you access this account, handy when normal ac-
counts won’t work — for example, uninstalling software
that doesn’t want to leave.

Enter Safe Mode by repeatedly pressing F8 as your
PC boots, just after BIOS information displays; then
select Safe Mode from the options list. Leaving Safe
Mode is simple — just reboot via the Start button and
your usual procedure; Windows will return looking
normal again, not holding a grudge for being run in
diagnostic mode.

Here’s an important point: It’s worth practicing
booting into Safe Mode when you’re relaxed and your
PC is working properly. Consider running a PC in Safe
Mode to be like starting your car’s engine with the hood
up at a service station. It’s routine; there’s nothing
alarming about it. But just as you wouldn’t want to open
the hood for the first time (Where *is* that latch re-
lease?) when something is wrong with your car, you
shouldn’t first use Safe Mode when you’re already
worried about a PC problem.

And a PS: It’s sometimes hard picking between a
dozen competing books on a topic. A helpful technique
for evaluating choices is searching for a few topics —
like Safe Mode — in the books’ indexes and judging
them on coverage.

Continued on Page 7
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This article originated on AARP’s Computers and
Technology Web site, www.aarp.org/computers, and is
copyrighted by AARP. All rights are reserved; it may
be reproduced, downloaded, disseminated, or trans-
ferred, for single use, or by nonprofit organizations
for educational purposes, with attribution to AARP. It
should be unchanged and this paragraph included.
Please e-mail Gabe Goldberg at gabe@gabegold.com
when you use it, or for permission to excerpt or
condense.

There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in context
with proper credit given the author.  The Editorial
Committee of the Association of Personal Computer
User Groups (APCUG), an international organization
of which this group is a member, brings this article to
you.

                             ITEMS 4 SALE

                  ***  COMPUTER 1.4 ***

 1- DESIGNER TOWER 3,2,2 +PS,FAN(HAVE 6
DRIVES IN IT NOW)    $  50
 2- MOTHER BRD ATX AMD ,1050MHZ PROC,256
MEM;3D SOUND CARD   $ 125
 3- BOTH TOGETHER (1 AND 2)...........      $ 175
 3- 17 INCH MONITOR...........................      $  25
 4- KEY BOARD AND MOUSE...............     $  15
 5- (HI SPEED MODEM CARD) ..............     $  15
 6- 56K MODEM.......................................     $   10
 7- (3) SPEAKERS, INCL WOOFER........       $   25
 8- 20 MEG HARD DRIVE.........................    $   15
 9- 40 MEG HARD DRIVE ..................... ..    $   30
10- (2) 3 1/5 FLOPPY DRIVES .................     $   15
11 -   BUY IT ALL ASM FOR   ..................    $ 300

                   PRINTER  FOR  SALE  $ 25

   LEXMARK X5150 FOR MAC OS, OR WINDOWS
OS    ALL IN ONE, COPPIER, SCANNER, PRINTER
AND SENDING FAX. EXTRA INKS AND
CARTRIGES

    IVAN STILLWELL    255-0674

                    **** DIGITAL CAMERA ****

   FUJI FINEPIX A200 DIGITAL CAMERA WITH 2
FLAS CARDS    1600X1200;ZOOM 2.5X;1.5 LCD
MONITOR;MOVIES AND OR STILL  PICS;
INTERNET CONFERENCING; USB; EXTRAS THAT
DO NOT COME WITH THE CAMERA, 8
RECHARGABLE BATTERIES AND BATTERY
CHARGER.
                       FOR SALE   $65
             IVAN STILLWELL    255-0674

 ** Monthly Meeting Date Change **

The October Monthly Meeting will be
held on Thursday, the 20th in the
Eau Gallie Library at 7:00 pm.

***************************

Printer Wanted
Ivan Stillwell is looking for a Dot Matrix printer. Ink
ribbons are no longer available for the one he now
has,  he wants one that ribbons are available for.

Call Ivan at 255-0674

Continued from Page 6

Reminder
Bring your empy ink cartridges to the monthly

BUG meeting, or weekly Windows SIG meetings.
PLEASE no ink tanks, they are not accepted.

Jack Nash will package and send them to
RecycleNorthAmerica.com, which will give credit
to “Any Soldier, Inc”, an organization that donates
phone calling cards to our troops overseas.
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Sharing Your World
By Vinny Labash, Sarasota PCUG, Florida
www.spcug.org
vlabash@comcast.net

If the thought of overcoming technical hurdles has
deterred you from creating your own web-based
journal, stop fretting. Modern web tools make creating
your own blog easier than it’s ever been. The term blog
is nothing more than a shortened version of web log. The
term “web log” was created by Jorn Barger in Decem-
ber 1997, and Peter Merholz introduced the short
version “blog” in 1999. Blog came to be interpreted also
as a verb, to blog, meaning “to edit or post to one’s web
log.”

Electronic communities existed long before people
discovered the internet. The AP wire was similar to a
large chat room where there were electronic discussions.
Another pre-web electronic community, ham radio,
allowed individuals who set up their own broadcast
equipment to communicate with others directly. Ham
radio also had logs called “glogs” that were personal
diaries. The concept is hardly new.

Most individuals who use the internet have been like
audiences watching TV, passive consumers of content,
not active creators. Those who wanted to become
content authors either hired someone to do it for them or
went the professional design route, involving applications
such as Dreamweaver and FrontPage. Those with little
technical background also had to cope with the com-
plexities of File Transfer Protocol. These proved to be
formidable barriers. Not only did this remove web
publishing from most of the people, it created a high
priesthood of webmasters and web designers. Even
those with strong technical abilities were faced with
content management headaches as their sites grew
larger.

The only tool an ordinary person had to communi-
cate with others on the web was email. Since web
browsers are totally unsuitable for content creation,
alternate tools such as Outlook and Eudora were
fashioned. Email was the force that made the web the
playground of the common folk. Its very success may be
the cause of its undoing because email is in danger of
being strangled by spam.

The world’s most gigantic digital conversation was
born six years ago when www.blogger.com was started.
At first, hardly anyone noticed. Thousands of web sites
come and go all the time, but blogger.com offered
something unique. Anyone who wanted one could have
a free blog. There was no charge to access the blog
creation tools, and the site provided free space to
anyone who wanted to host a blog. Once discovered,
millions logged on and created their own web logs.

Blogs have changed the way educational institutions
do research. Traditional journalists have been blasted
out of their comfort zones, being continually challenged
to defend their printed statements. They are now being
held to the same standards of accountability they have
long demanded from others. Families are using blogs to
keep in touch in ways that were never before possible.
Politicians and political organizations are using blog sites
to raise funds.

Corporate entities are using blogs to find out what
excites customers, and to track what they really think
about the company and why. Wisely used, blogs could
become the ultimate marketing tool, free of all the
negativity associated with spam.

Starting your own blog is no longer a formidable
task. If you are simply curious and want to see what it’s
like to have your own blog, the only investment you
need to make is your time. If you have an irrepressible
urge to share your ideas, philosophy, comments or
conclusions with everyone else on the planet, you are
merely a few short easy steps away.

Pay homage to the original by visiting /
www.blogger.com  and follow directions. Another
direction is to go to Google and search on “starting a
blog”. Your only difficulty will be deciding when, not
how, to start.

There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in context
with proper credit given the author. The Editorial
Committee of the Association of Personal Computer
User Groups (APCUG), an international organization
of which this group is a member, brings this article to
you.
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Lessons Learned Too Late –

Another Attack of the Killer
Worms

By Ira Wilsker, APCUG Director;

WEBSITES:
http://www.microsoft.com/malwareremove
http://vil.nai.com/vil/stinger
http://www.aladdin.com/esafe
http://www.microsoft.com/technet/security/bulletin/

MS05-039.mspx
http://housecall.antivirus.com
http://www.bitdefender.com

You may have recently heard reports in the media
about some strange computer worms that attacked
thousands of computer networks, effectively shutting
them down.  In a society that likes to place blame for
every negative event, blame has been placed on a
variety of places, such as Microsoft for creating vulner-
able software, to the users who had not properly and
immediately patched their operating systems, or updated
their antivirus protection.  As it is often typical in these
circumstances, very little blame has been placed on the
miscreants who created and released these computer
worms.

While the financial damage done by these worms,
commonly called by the names Zotob, PnP-worm,
Rbot, and several other monikers, was less than some of
the more disastrous worm and virus attacks, it was still
substantial.  Media reports account for thousands of
computer networks and systems shut down for various
periods of time while IT staff attempted to identify and
repair the damage.  Typical of the damage reported,
caused by these computer worms, was the 50,000
employees of 13 Daimler-Chrysler assembly plants in
Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Ohio, Delaware and Michi-
gan, who were idled for nearly an hour while technicians
restored the computers which control the plants.  Up to
fifty thousand lost man-hours of auto production can
easily amount to significant production losses.  Other
victims of this same series of computer worm attacks, as
reported by the national media were SBC Communica-

tions, Associated Press, ABC and CNN networks, the
New York Times, Caterpillar, U. S. Customs, and many
others.  SBC reported that the computer utilized by its
customer service employees kept rebooting as a result
of the worm infections.  U. S. Customs Service reported
long delays in processing international passengers as its
computer center in Virginia was effectively shut down for
about five hours, resulting in major delays at locations as
diverse as Miami and New York as Customs agents
utilized printed lists or backup computer systems.  The
county wide 911 emergency phone system in Jefferson
County, Washington, was disrupted for about 10 hours.
These are but a few of the examples of the damage and
inconvenience caused by a recent attack of computer
worms.

What these worms all have in common is that they
all rely on a recently disclosed vulnerability in several
Windows operating systems, and exploit a security hole
in Windows’ “PnP” or “Plug and Play” service, a feature
intended to detect new hardware installed on Windows
computers, and automate the configuration process.  An
August patch (MS05-039) intended to close the vulner-
ability, which Microsoft labeled as “critical”, was re-
leased on August 9, shortly before the worm attacks,
but the time between the release of the patch and the
attacks was so short, that countless organizations had
not yet installed the patch on their computer systems.
The concept and crude code of a computer worm that
could exploit the vulnerability was posted to a security
website often read by hackers and crackers on a
Wednesday evening, and by Saturday morning the first
variant of the Zotob worm, named Zotob.A appeared in
the wild and started its attack.  Within a matter of a few
days, several other variants of Zotob have appeared,
along with a slew of similar worms, such as the Rbot,
and began wreaking their havoc.

Some commercial computer networks using sophis-
ticated antivirus software that depends heavily on
“heuristics” or software behavioral patterns, rather than
the digital signatures commonly utilized by most of the
retail antivirus products intended for home use, escaped
damage, because they work proactively before an
attack can take place, rather than reactively, after
attacks have been reported.  One of the examples of
such commercial software that protected companies

Continued on Page 10
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from attack proactively was Esafe, from Aladdin Soft-
ware (www.aladdin.com/esafe).

Acknowledging that there are still Windows comput-
ers that are infected with the major forms of malware,
Microsoft released a free utility that can remove Zotob
along with its variants, and several other major viruses
and worms.  This utility can be downloaded for free at
www.microsoft.com/malwareremove.  It should be
noted that this Microsoft utility will only remove a few
dozen of the most common worms and viruses and their
variants, such as Bagel, Sober, and Netsky, but is not a
substitute for a properly updated antivirus program.  The
antivirus software publisher McAfee also had a similar
free downloadable utility at vil.nai.com/vil/stinger. The
free online antivirus scans, referenced in a previous
column here, such as those from Trend Micro
(housecall.antivirus.com), BitDefender
(www.bitdefender.com), Panda
(www.pandasoftware.com), and others, can detect and
remove much more malware than the limited
downloadable utilities.

Sadly, pain is an excellent teacher, and hopefully we
have learned our lesson.  It is now more imperative than
ever that security patches be promptly and properly
installed both on our home computers as well as distrib-
uted throughout our vast commercial computer net-
works.  It is also imperative that appropriate protective
software, such as antivirus, firewall, and anti-spyware
software be installed and updated constantly.

With proper and timely protection, we can do much
to protect our systems from more devastating computer
virus and worm future attacks which are sure to come.

There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in con-
text with proper credit given the author.  The Edito-
rial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international
organization of which this group is a member, brings
this article to you.

Lessons Learned ... Continued form Page 9 ID Your Downloads
By Jim Townsend, BUG member

I have 9 Gigabytes of downloaded files, programs,
ect. When I first started downloading I just dumped
them on my F: drive. This is the drive I keep all my
personal stuff on. That got  really confusing real quick,
so I made a folder named Download. After awhile that
was too confusing also, so I started making folders for
each seperate file in the download folder. That worked
fine, until I started checking for certain programs months
after I downloaded them.

I would find a folder with a file name and open it,
most times the file has a name that doesn’t tell much
about what it does. Even if you can tell what it’s for you
have very little information about the program, and after
a couple of months I forget where I downloaded it from
... or why.

You have all probably done the same, searching the
Net you come across a site with a file you may one day
need, you read about it and you download it. Months
later you have a problem and remember something
about downloading a file to solve the problem. You find
the file but can’t remember the site with the details of it.

So, now when I download a file, say SpyBot, I
make a folder named SpyBot and save the program
there. But, after that I also click the File menu in my
browser, then Save Page As, a window appears with
the folder opened to the place where I saved the pro-
gram file. I leave the default name in the box and click
Save. Now I have the file along with the webpage of
details, even if the web site goes offline or I can’t
connect to the internet.

For instance, I came across a folder named ABC
Image. Now, is this a photo image program or a
program for imaging your hard drive? I opened the
folder and there were 3 files in it. One was the program
file abcimage.zip, another was a folder icon named
abcimage_files, the third was an icon of my browser
(Mozilla) named abcimage.html. The .html file is the
one to click to open, the Folder icon must be where it
gets the files from, these two folders are in all the folders
I have saved pages to.
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Everyone’s a Publisher,, and
Blogs are Our Printing Presses

By Gabe Goldberg, APCUG Advisor and Columnist,
AARP Computers and Technology Website

Just when we think we understand technology and its
buzzwords, it all changes. E-mail, chat rooms, Web
boards, instant messaging, and cell phone cameras —
haven’t they been around forever? But one of this year’s
hot words is still a bit mysterious: blog. It’s neither the
villain in a Star Wars movie nor a weather phenomenon:
it’s simply an abbreviation for “Web log”. A blog is an
online diary or journal, usually casual and open for all to
read.

Blog topics vary as widely as the people who create
them. They can be personal how-was-my-day
recordkeeping; focus on topics such as politics, technol-
ogy, religion, etc.; and include pointers to other online
resources — such as other blogs!

To be interesting and effective, blogs need constant
care and feeding. Blogs attract visitors, links, and buzz by
being timely, so people are unlikely to visit blogs that don’t
frequently show new and interesting content.

But before you learn to read blogs — and it’s often as
simple as visiting Web sites! — you’ll need a reason to do
so. Searching Google for “blog” and “senior citizen”
yields almost 30,000 hits. That’s too many to explore but
shows that blogging offers something for all ages. So I’ll
explore a few interesting blogs, then describe ways to
explore the “blogosphere” (the world-wide and ever-
growing collection of blogs).

Hosted on a colleague’s Web site, Dr.John Huth’s
blog [jimbuie.blogs.com/john_huth/] highlights his personal
crusade to reduce senior citizens’ isolation through
computers. Recent posts include “Video-Conferencing:
the Killer Application to Reduce Isolation and Depression
Among the Elderly” and “Bedside Computers in Hospi-
tals”.

TravelPod [www.travelpod.com/], an elaborate and
polished Web site, describes itself as the Web’s “original
travel blog”. The assortment of travel journals, travel-
ogues, travelers, and destinations inspires me to hit the
road! You can browse highlighted stories or search on
interests. For example, having enjoyed a trip to Denmark
about 15 years ago, I found dozens of bloggers discussing
the country.

Web site Moreover collects news and information
from thousands of editorial sites and more than a million
blogs. Its “Consumer: Senior News” page
[p.moreover.com/cgi-local/page?index_seniors] includes

varied material such as travel, insurance, retirement, and
crime.

John Woolington hosts a simple but deep technology
blog well worth visiting [maturetechnology.blogspot.com/].
Titled “Technology Is Not The Simple Life”, it includes
observations and opinions about coping with change.

For anything-goes fun, visit Wil Mosher’s blog
[dailysnooze.blogspot.com/]. He’s a curmudgeon and
proud of it, noting that he “hides in his hole by day,
emerging at night to frolic and fornicate in the moonlight...
When he gets off the couch!” Ken’s Weblog
[kengory.blogspot.com/] proudly shows a fellow’s family,
friends, politics, humor, and favorite Web links. It’s clear
that having a blog is like having your personal TV station
or magazine!

Gossip Cooler [www.seniorcitizens.com/weblog/
gossipcooler.html] is a daily blog about growing older. The
site it’s on has useful info and links interleaved with many
advertisements; since there’s no hint who writes or runs
the site, be careful.

A woman artist/activist/writer’s blog
[windchimewalker.blogspot.com/] offers her responses to
world events, disability, and life. Describing herself as a
“raging granny”, she leaves no doubt where she stands on
issues. Blogs like this show the Internet’s power to share
ideas and create communities by allowing readers to
comment on what Patricia says.

A simple blog [www.lazydazers.com] lets you read
about and see pictures of a couple’s RV travels and
adventures. Finally, the Ageless Project [jenett.org/
ageless/] is a fascinating compilation of Web sites (not all
are blogs) illustrating that “the personal, creative side of
the web is diverse and ageless”.

Blogs and RSS are becoming increasingly popular and
are getting good press coverage [techweb.com/article/
showArticle.jhtml?articleId=57700173].

You can visit the blogs I’ve referenced as simple Web
pages with normal hyperlinks. Many blogs are also
readable via RSS (Rich Site Summary), an Internet
technology which can bring material from multiple
publishers/blogs to you as it’s published, without your
having to visit multiple Web sites. I read RSS “feeds” via
my email software, Mozilla Thunderbird, and through a
Web site which collects RSS feeds [www.bloglines.com/
myblogs].

This article appeared originally on AARP’s Com-
puters and Technology Web site, <www.aarp.org/
computers>. (c) AARP 2005. Permission is granted
for reprinting and distribution by non-profit organiza-
tions with text reproduced unchanged and this para-
graph included.
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From the Webmaster
By Eric Arnold

Hello Members!
    It’s true I have not been attending meetings, and

have not been creating any new web pages! The reasons
are many, and mostly due to my changes in lifestyle. The
projects I’ve been building for my business have come to
a screeching halt, after an electrical surge damaged many
items within my home, including my project. This catas-
trophe was followed by a broken FPL electrical line in the
ground leading to my meter. Now, all FPL personnel are
either doing repairs in Miami or Louisiana/Alabama. They
put a temporary transformer outside my house to restore
my power, to be repaired whenever.

As for the Web pages, well that is an interesting
story! During the creation of the 800+ pages for
bugclub.org, I used several programs that were online and
available to the public for free to create and test web
pages. Over time, ALL of these utilities have gone
offline. So the creation of really HTML accurate, search
engine friendly web pages is no longer an easy or fun
task. The only alternative I have found, would be to
purchase a professional web page creation software
package.

The utilities I preferred to use, had the ability to
analyze the “keywords relevant to page content”; there-
fore, selecting the best set of keywords to represent each
page. For the average person, this is of no concern, but
for me to write a page using HTML, and make it domi-
nate within ALL the search engines, these keywords
MUST be balanced, and therefore search engine friendly!
There are millions of web pages that have NO keywords
designated by META TAGS; consequently, these pages
are skipped over by the search engines, and never
become accessible to the public.  It took me a year to
learn how to do this just right, and it is a time consuming
process even with the proper utility programs.

HTML errors are another reason pages get ignored.
These utilities allowed me to test the syntax of the HTML
language, and correct any errors or typos. I have heard of
programs called Webpage Gold, and Dreamweaver. With
a little luck, I’ll find time to learn to use one of them. Then
I will resume the creation of new pages for the BUG
Club, as many new ideas have found their way onto my
list of things to do.

    Say a prayer for all those suffering in the many
flooded homes!

Windows XP Tip
From the Editor

To Disable The Notification Area Balloon Tips

Warning If you use Registry Editor incorrectly, you
may cause serious problems that may require you to
reinstall your operating system. Microsoft cannot
guarantee that you can solve problems that result from
using Registry Editor incorrectly.

Use Registry Editor at your own risk.

1. Click Start, click Run, type regedit, and then
press ENTER.

2. Navigate to the following subkey:
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\
Windows\CurrentVersion\Explorer\Advanced

3. Right-click the right pane, create a new
DWORD value, and then name it EnableBalloonTips.

4. Double-click this new entry, and then give it a
hexadecimal value of 0.

5. Quit Registry Editor. Log off Windows, and then
log back on.

These steps disable all Notification Area balloon tips
for this user. There is no way to disable balloon tips for
specific programs only.

Source:
http://support.microsoft.com/

default.aspx?scid=kb;en-us;307729

** Monthly Meeting Date Change **

The October Monthly Meeting will be
held on Thursday, the 20th in the

Eau Gallie library
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Newbies Corner
by Jim Hally   B.U.G. member

Lost ?

   This column in not related to computers as we use
them in the club. I have a story about a different kind of
computer to share with you.

   Last August, I had an opportunity to rent a cabin
in the mountains of North Carolina for a few days. It
was to be a reconnaissance trip for this year when I
have three weeks vacation.

   I guess it was the way I grew up. I quickly
adapted to reading maps and planning my trips. Every
time I came to Florida I got new maps, always looking
for a new road or a shorter route. I always kept track of
times and miles to different points along the way. I
figured I had to come back the same way and I would
know where I stood as far as time and distance to my
next stopover.

     The lady who rented the cabin to my buddy
Richard and I gave us excellent directions from Atlanta
to the cabin. The question was what was the best way to
Atlanta?

   I went to AAA and got a Trip-Tik to Atlanta along
with several other maps about the area we were to visit.
Our trip was to be a short one so a direct route was
needed. We settled on taking the turnpike to I-75 right
through Atlanta. Leaving at 9 p.m. we would be going
through Atlanta at 5 a.m. on Saturday morning so we
figured we would be O.K.

   It all started out well but we got in a traffic jam
south of Wildwood. A standstill for 25 minutes got the
best of us. Realizing we were only a mile or two beyond
an exit we broke out the Trip-Tik. As luck would have it
there was an insert for that area. We doubled back and
took a side road, which took us clear of the congestion
and re-entered at the next entrance. The same thing
happened near Perry, Ga. This time the insert was not
quite as clear and we ended up crossing I-75 twice
before we could head north again. After that it was
smooth sailing.

GPS

   Richard is a former navigator for a civilian branch
of the Navy. He is familiar with the Global Positioning
System. He has had about 3 hand held units for some
years now. We used the hand held units on our Sebring
golf trips. My opinion was that it was nice but unneces-
sary for these trips. With him marking “way points” we
were able to pass on exact miles and time to others who
were heading that way and were unfamiliar with what we
know is the best route from Melbourne.

   Sold as he was on the GPS, Richard invested in
an I-Way 500c from Lowrance. He was driving to
Michigan in July of this year and wanted more than an
ordinary map. Between his trip to Mich. and this year’s
trip to N.C. and some other trips he is planning he
figured the $650 investment was worth it. (newegg.com)

   One evening we headed to Space Coast Stadium
for a ballgame. He insisted on driving so he could show
me his new toy. I watched as it tracked our route in 3-D
and could see all the upcoming roads clearly. Up in the
Viera area Richard got excited when the screen showed
the Stadium on the screen. I wasn’t too impressed
because I was looking at the place through the wind-
shield. Duh!

   I admit the I-Way 500c has impressed me after
our trip to N.C. As with any computer, it still relies on
the data that is entered. Upon arriving at the cabin,
which, is on a dirt road about 50’ south of the
Hiawassee River in Murphy, N.C., Richard marked a
“way point” and called it Yan’s. Once we were settled
he took the time to enter the addresses for the Biltmore
Mansion and the Stadium in Asheville. One morning he
chose Biltmore from the database and we were on our
way. Audio prompts guided us to upcoming turns along
the route. Upon leaving the Biltmore he worked the
Menu and found us a place to eat and then punched in
the Stadium and another route appeared.

  Our return trip to Yan’s was smooth until the last
leg. This rough spot was not a glitch in the software so
much as a learning experience. Remember, the cabin is
about 50’ from the river and this is where we marked
the spot upon our arrival the first day.

Continued on Page 14
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  We took a different route for last year’s return to
Melbourne. From Yan’s we headed west then south into
Ga. and passed Butternut Creek golf course in Blairsville.
Through our record keeping I knew the course was 23.1
miles and it took us 33 minutes to get there.

This year we decided to play at Butternut Creek and
then head to Young Harris to a winery. Young Harris is
east and a little south of the golf course. It took us 14
minutes to get to the winery, which turned out to be 3.3
miles north of Young Harris. Upon leaving the winery we
assumed we were in for a 45 minute drive back to Yan’s.
When we got to the intersection where we turned into the
winery, Richard chose Yan2 on the i-Way. After a few
clearly marked turns we were on Old 64 and came into
Yan’s the back way. The trip took us 17 minutes. At first
glance, it may not seem like much of a difference time-
wise to get to Butternut Creek. But, there are other things
to consider. Right now gas and mileage come to the
forefront. Next you have to consider the hesitation in
getting to the winery from the golf course. I say hesitation
because I forgot the address and we relied on signs to
guide our way.

 More trips to the Murphy area are planned in coming
years. Our trip this year took us to new places we didn’t
get to last year in 3 days. In passing locations we will
revisit in the future we entered “way points” on the i-
Way. We entered distinctive names for these points and I
am sure we will end up with better routes than what we
planned to use.

    I am not saying the i-Way is the best unit available.
I don’t own the unit so there is much I don’t know about
it. I know the 500c will interface with a PC but not a
Mac. (This may change with the 700 and 800 models,
which will be coming out soon.) Being a PC person I see
backing up the data as a breeze once you figure out the
format.

Richard is a Mac person so all his entering of ad-
dresses was done on the touch screen. It drove me crazy
watching him do this as his Powerbook just sat there.
Having said that I think all that touching of the screen will
take its toll. Locating it on the dashboard is quite simple
and far outweighs working with a laptop. I have heard of
difficulties seeing the screen when using laptops to the
point of using hoods. Regardless of the ambient light the
screen was clear as a bell. I noticed it likes addresses and
Zip codes better than generalities or just plain names
when searching for someplace

   Last year we learned there was a back way to 64
East from Yan’s. For the most part, 64 is on the north
side of Yan’s and the river. Having taken the back roads
only once we were not too familiar with them but had
seen them on a map. When we were taken that way last
August we were told to follow the main road and then
branch off the equivalent of 3 streets and this would get
us even further east.

   In lieu of a map allow me to use the keyboard in
explanation. < ~ Murphy is the point of the greater than
sign, Yan’s is the located at the end of the lower leg. The
Tilde is the river which runs right through Murphy so
imagine the Tilde shifted left so it intersects with the point
in the <. The upper leg is 64 East. Each leg is about 7
miles long.

  We had been gone about 17 hours so it was a long
day. On our way to the Biltmore the i-Way had shown
us some shortcuts we didn’t see on the maps. On our
way back, as we approached the upper leg of 64, the
software directed us to turn left, which was not the way
we went. (As a way to clarify things we didn’t choose
the Biltmore address until we stopped for gas on 64
East.) We knew there was a back way but we traveled
it only once and that was last year. We took the left as
directed and followed the route. Upon coming to a Y in
the road the software directed us to keep right. The left
branch was marked as Old 64, which ran N/S in this
area. In following the directions the software wanted us
to cross the river where there was no bridge. Richard
has a Jeep but we felt that would be too much to ask of
the vehicle. We doubled back and took Old 64 and
came in the back way. Being semi geeks we marked a
spot on the i-Way where we turned onto Yan’s road and
named it Yan2. Had we realized the error in marking
Yan’s where we originally did, I have no doubt it would
have directed us down Old 64 and not the wrong fork.

   Another example of routing is coming back to
town via 74. Heading west on 74 we were directed to
take 441 South. This intersection was just a hair west of
the open end of the < and almost due North. This leg
from 441 S. to Murphy was about 10 miles long. I don’t
have the miles with me but it sure felt better going almost
directly south and not going west into town only to head
back east to get back to Yan’s.

Newbies ... Continued from Page 13
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City

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before

and after the BUG monthly meeting.
Members interested in helping develop the

newsletter are welcome.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home
call 728-5979 for directions.

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name

Address

Home Phone

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name

State            Zip + 4

Email address

BUG  Officers
Meets the second Wednesday of the month at

the Fee Ave. Library, in Study room 1
Time 7:00 pm to 8:00pm

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM Thursdays

1st & 3rd Thursday at Eau Gallie Library.
All Other Thursdays at Melbourne Library on

Fee Avenue.

Benefits of Membership  In The
Brevard Users Group

Annual Subscription to the B.U.G. Newsletter.
Participation in Special Interest Groups.
Seminars and Workshops.
Fellowship with other knowledgeable computer users.
Stimulating and lasting friendships.

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:30 PM the second and fourth

Thursdays, after the Windows SIG, at the Fee
Ave Library in Melbourne.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 2nd and 4th Thursdays, in
the Fee Ave Library, before the Windows SIG
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Meetings:
Are held at the Melbourne Library
on Fee Ave. the third Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 PM.

       Members
         Helping
          Members

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Mentor Program
 John McNeil      723-5550    AutoCad

 Al Buchanan     728-2789   Works 6.0

 Bob Staples       255-2623     Win9X/XP

 Rex Cummings 242-9601  Netscape

MOVING?
Don't miss out on any issues of the
BUG Newsletter. Send your new
address to:
Brevard Users Group
Atn: Treasurer
P. O. Box  2456
Melbourne,  Fl  32902-2456
& e-mail to the Newsletter  at
   newsletter@bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group Directory

BUG Officers

President:
Larry French
president@bugclub.org
Vice President:
Lester Cassel
vicepresident@bugclub.org
Treasurer:
Tom Butler
treasurer@bugclub.org
Secretary:
Joan Hefter
secretary@bugclub.org
1st Member at Large:
Terry Slane

2nd Member at Large:
Dan Wadler

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:
 Position Open

FACUG Representative:
Position Open

Program Director:
Eric Arnold                     254-3423
eric@bugclub.org

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                  837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                  952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                 728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                 724-6715
Chuck Boring                  454-9455
Bob Staples                     255-2623

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

PRESORTED STANDARD
U. S. Postage

PAID
Melbourne, FL
Permit No. 102

Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Your membership expires on the
date indicated in the upper left of
your address label (YYYY\MM).
Please allow six weeks for
processing the renewal.

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org


