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By Larry French
Prez Sez Nominations for Officers

Anyone interested in nominating a member for office
should get in touch with the following people by phone
or e-mail. We will need the name and office of the
candidate along with the name of the member nominating
that person. Nominations will also be open at the
December meeting. The nominations will then be closed
and a ballot prepared for any contested offices, the
ballot will be published in the January newsletter. The
voting will take place at the January 2000 meeting.
Elected officers will assume their duties at the close of
the meeting.

           Nominating Commitee:

George Rymer
Millie Swigart
Ray Sidney

President___________________________________
Vice Pres.__________________________________
Treasurer___________________________________
Secretary___________________________________
1st Member at Large__________________________
2nd Member at Large_________________________
Name of nominating member:
_________________________________________________

I was pleased by the turnout at the October meeting.
I gave the presentation and only one person left early.
Thanks.

It is time again to think about who will be the leaders
of your club.  Our annual election of officers is in Janu-
ary.

We have a Nominating committee that will be
searching for candidates in the following weeks.  Please
consider giving of yourself to keep our club alive. I will
stay on another term unless someone else is interested in
the job.

Joan Hefter and Terry Slane will not able to continue
so we will need someone to serve as Secretary and First
Member at Large.

Please don’t make me lock the doors at the holiday
party as George had to do last year.

Take care of each other,

Larry French



 2                   BUG Newsletter       November  2005

T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400 Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the second
Wednesday of the month. Items received after the
deadline will be held for the following month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
E-mail to:   newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Contributing Editor Jim Hally
Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams
Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by Creative Technol-
ogy of Sarasota Inc. - the same printer used by many
user groups, local churches, mobile home parks, and
many others at affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE
BREVARD USERS GROUP

WILL BE ON
  November, 16th, 2005

At 7:00 pm
IN

The Melbourne Library
Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!

ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

                   Computer Service

 6949 W. Nasa Blvd.                  (321) 727-9010
 W. Melbourne, FL 32        Fax: (321) 253-2292

Web Site: AstroToo.com
EMail: Astro@AstroToo.Com
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Secretary’s Report
By: Joan Hefter, Secretary

Oct 2005

EXPENSE

Nltr Printing $89.93

Total Exp $89.93

INCOME
Dues $100.00
Total $100.00

ASSETS
Checking $   643.66
Savings“           $3,179.11
Total  $3,822.77

By: Tom Butler, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report

BUG Monthly Meeting
October 20, 2005

The meeting was opened promptly at 7:00 pm by
our President, Larry French, guests and visitors were
welcomed.  We had one guest.

The drawing for the door prizes was done immedi-
ately as Larry was also giving the presentation.  The
prizes consisted of Spy Sweeper, a 50 pack of DVD +,
a 50 pack of DVD -, a Super Mat to use with a mouse
or printer, and an XP X-Large size T-Shirt from
Microsoft.  Last but not least a ‘Club’ for security on
your car steering wheel.  The Club was donated by
member, Jack Nash.

We were reminded that Jack Nash is still collecting
the used ink cartridges.  The company that Jack sends
them to is donating up to $2.00 for each cartridge.

Larry asked for volunteers to form the nominating
committee.  Yes, it is time again for election of officers.
There were 3 volunteers, Millie Swigart, Ray Sidney and
George Rymer.  George will act as Chairman.  It would
be great if you just said yes to them when they ask you
to take office.  Let’s do it better than last year.

The Florida Institute of Technology has classes open
for November and December.  These classes pertain to
the computer and they are free.  Call Larry French if you
are interested in taking any classes.

Mr. French, our presenter for the evening, did a
great job talking and explaining about security for our
computers.  Last month, Jay Wooten, mentioned that if
you don’t want Viruses, Worms, or Trojan horses you
should look to a Mac or Linux computer.  However, this
is a Microsoft group. Larry said that we must be diligent
about our computer.  Making sure you back up your
system or files at least once a month.

We should also have Spy Ware, Viruses Protection,
using a good program, and a spam program.  Check our
Club web site, there you will find several good programs
that you can download free.

And last but not least a good firewall that can make
your computer invisible to intruders

But most of all BE CAREFUL.

The meeting was closed at 8:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Joan Hefter, Secretary
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Dick Maybach Tech Column

Legacy-free PCs
Reprint from: Brookdale Computer Users Group

The rear panel of your PC has many connectors:
typically separate PS/2 ports for your keyboard and
mouse, a serial port or two (usually for modems), a
parallel port for printers, a video port, two or more USB
ports, and one or two Ethernet ports. Intel and
Microsoft have been campaigning to eliminate the PS/2,
serial, and parallel ports in favor of moving the devices
that use them to USB. The process is on-going; all new
PCs have USB ports, but most still retain the older or
legacy ones, and will probably continue to do so for at
least the near future. As a result, you should take some
care when purchasing peripheral devices. There are
presently very few legacy-free PCs, that is, PCs without
the older ports.

Most PCs have a BIOS that cannot access USB
devices, which means that they can’t see USB devices
until Windows boots. This has several implications. If
you use a USB keyboard with such a computer, you
won’t be able to access the BIOS set-up screens, since
this requires you to press keys before Windows begins
to boot. You perform the key-presses all right, but the
BIOS can’t see them. You can’t boot from a USB disk
drive for the same reason; the PC can’t see the drive
until after Windows boots. This means you can’t mirror
your internal disk drive to an external USB drive and
later boot from the USB drive. Instead, you would back
up your internal drive to a USB unit using Drive Image
or similar software and restore the information by using
the Drive Image recovery disk to boot your PC and
copy the USB drive information to the internal drive.
USB diskette and CD-ROM drives have the same
restriction; you can’t boot from them. This is a serious
limitation, since you sometimes want to use diskette or
CD-ROM recovery disks.

As you probably know, there are two common
versions of USB, the older USB 1.1 and the newer 2.0.
The principle difference is speed; USB 1.1 operates at
up to 12 megabits per second and USB 2.0 at up to
480 megabits per second. If your PC has USB 2.0

ports, it can access both 2.0 and 1.1 devices, but you
should connect all the 1.1 devices to a separate PC port
so they won’t slow down the 2.0 ones. Like all devices,
USB has some limitations. The total cable length of all
devices connected to a single port is 5 meters, (16.5 ft.)

This is one reason that your PC has two or four
USB ports. The cables and hubs are different for USB
1.1 and 2.0. I haven’t seen their specications, but with
one being 40 times as fast as the other, it is reasonable
that there are real differences. In particular, if you
connect a USB 1.1 hub to a USB 2.0 port, all devices
downstream from the hub will operate at USB 1.1
speeds. The original Windows XP did not include USB
2.0 drivers, and you must update it to use the faster
ports.

So what does this imply about buying PC peripher-
als? Your keyboard should have a PS/2 interface, unless
you are sure that your BIOS can access USB devices.
Get whichever interface you like for a mouse; it isn’t
useful until after Windows boots anyway. Most joysticks
now use USB ports, so you don’t have much choice
here. I like USB for printers. Parallel port cables are
stiff, expensive, and prone to failure. Bear in mind
though that a USB printer can’t print the CMOS set-up
screens. USB hard disks make good back-up devices,
but they must be USB 2.0; backing up a modern multi-
gigabyte hard drive with USB 1.1 disk will take hours.

Diskette and CD-ROM drives must use internal
busses to be able to boot. I see no real performance
difference between modems with USB and those with
serial port interfaces although, as in the case of printers,
USB cables are easier to use. USB devices are espe-
cially useful for laptops. Mine connects to my printer,
scanner, and Palm Pilot docking station with a single
USB cable..

“The world is full of willing people, some willing
to work, the rest willing to let them.”

Robert Frost, poet
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Another Silent Attack on Our
Computers

by Ira Wilsker, APCUG Director and Columnist,
The Examiner, Beaumont TX
iwilsker@apcug.net

Another Silent Attack on Our Computers “So
insidious is this threat that it would sound like the content
of an urban legend, yet it is documented as real.”

Windows Threat

At the recent computer security symposium in
Corpus Christi, one of the speakers mentioned some-
thing that I was vaguely aware of as a threat. The threat
is considered as a silent attempt to invade our computers
for the purposes of installing viruses, Trojans, worms, or
other malware devices.

This silent threat may be used by terrorists to launch
a coordinated attack on our infrastructure, steal our
personal information, or otherwise wreak havoc. So
insidious is this threat that it would sound like the content
of an urban legend, yet it is documented as real. Imagine
a threat that would be undetected by the current
antivirus, .rewall, and anti-spyware software, yet be so
powerful as to effectively take over our computers,
without our knowledge. This threat, formerly considered
solely as an unproven concept, is now known to be real.
This threat is also now implicated in taking over count-
less computers. This contemporary threat is known by
the innocuous term “Rootkit”.

A rootkit is defined on the Sysinternals website as,
… “the mechanisms and techniques whereby malware,
including viruses, spyware, and trojans, attempt to hide
their presence from spyware blockers, antivirus, and
system management utilities. There are several rootkit
classifications depending on whether the malware
survives reboot and whether it executes in user mode or
kernel mode.” The security software company F-Secure
expands the definition with, “Rootkits for Windows
work in a different way and are typically used to hide
malicious software from for example an antivirus scan-
ner. Rootkits are typically not malicious by themselves
but are used for malicious purposes by viruses, worms,

backdoors and spyware. A virus combined with a
rootkit produces what was known as full stealth viruses
in the MS-DOS environment.”

Because rootkits are currently very effective at
hiding malware from our antivirus and antispyware
scanners, it is quite possible or even probable that our
computers are infected, despite repeated scans with
properly updated software.

Microsoft, and other vendors, have acknowledged
the threat and are now beginning to produce software
that can detect and destroy the rootkits on our comput-
ers. The software is still in its infancy, and lacks the ease
of use, automation, and attractive graphical interfaces
that we are used to with our antivirus software.

It is inevitable that as word of the rootkit threat
spreads, and more computers are identified as having
stealthy rootkits hiding viruses and other threats, that the
small current crop of rootkit detecting software will
improve, and other competitors, probably the major
antivirus vendors, will join the fight. If rootkit technology
continues to spread, the current crop of generally
excellent computer security suites from the likes of
Symantec (Norton), McAfee, Panda, TrendMicro, and
others will be forced to add rootkit protection to their
respective suites, or face competitive obsolescence.

Fortunately for us, there are a few rootkit detectors
already available, mostly for free! This first generation of
products still needs much refining to enable the average
person to scan for rootkits with ease, but they are still a
very good first step. There are a few rootkit detectors
available which are currently free.

One “RootkitRevealer” is from a company known
for its excellent and often free software, Sysinternals.
This software uses a patent-pending technology to
detect rootkits, and is currently available for download
at www.sysinternals.com/ntw2k/ freeware/
rootkitreveal.shtml. RootkitRevealer will run on
almost any Microsoft operating system, NT4 and later,
which includes Windows 2000, and XP.

Another rootkit detector is from F-Secure, a well-
known computer security company headquartered in

Continued on Page 6
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Finland, with office’s in the US and elsewhere. F-
Secure’s product is “Blacklight”, available as a free beta
(prerelease) version until July 1. Blacklight can be
downloaded at www.f-secure.com/blacklight. I have
recently tried both products, and I personally found
Blacklight the easier to use. It seemed effective at
detecting and eliminating rootkits.

Microsoft will shortly be making available its rootkit
detector, the “Strider GhostBuster”, details at: http://
research.microsoft.com/rootkit.

Persons unknown who wish to do us harm, either at
a personal level such as stealing our account information
and committing the crime of identity theft, or the imper-
sonal level, such as cyber terrorists intent on shutting
down our critical infrastructure, may use the rootkit
technology to bypass our otherwise necessary defenses.

Until such time as the integrated computer security
suites catch up with this threat, I will now have to add a
rootkit detector to my recommended list of essential
computer security utilities, alongside antivirus software, a
good .rewall, and a spyware detector. It is also impera-
tive that all four of these utilities be frequently updated to
ensure a reasonable degree of personal security. We will
also have to add rootkits to our vernacular of cyber
threats, along with the now ubiquitous terms “virus”,
“spyware”, and “hacker”. I shudder to wonder what
may be coming down the pike next.

There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in con-
text with proper credit given the author.

The Editorial Committee of the Association of
Personal Computer User Groups (APCUG), an
international organization of which this group is a
member, brings this article to you.

Rootkit websites
http://research.microsoft.com/rootkit
http://www.sysinternals.com/
ntw2k/freeware/rootkitreveal.shtml
http://www.f-secure.com/blacklight/rootkit.shtml

Silent Attack ... Continued from Page5 OPEN LETTER
to user group newsletter editors and columnists

from Linda Gonse, ORCOPUG (Orange County IBM
PC Users’ Group) Nibbles & Bits editor
editor@orcopug.org
www.orcopug.org

If you read my past Notepad articles in this newslet-
ter, you know how I feel about spyware. This month, I
was reading a paid online newsletter by Brian
Livingston, when I ran across an article which is ex-
cerpted below. This news is really outrageous. Consum-
ers actually seem only to be pawns in this spyware
assault that benefits those who have committed them-
selves to making profits using unethical methods.

I’d like to enlist the aid of other newsletter editors
and newsletter columnists, to alert members and others
to this insidious menace. We shouldn’t “get used” to it.
And, we shouldn’t be silent about it. We deserve better.

In fact, as citizens, we should protest this blatant
invasion of our privacy, and the vandalism of our per-
sonal property.

Update Windows Media Player to avoid sur-
prises

Late in 2004, computer experts noticed that a
popular Windows Media Player video file was actually a
silent delivery mechanism infecting millions of PC users
with spyware.

On Jan. 3, 2005, security researcher Ben Edelman,
www.benedelman.org/news/010205-1.html, revealed
what was happening to people who played this video file
in WMP. After clicking the OK button on a single,
legitimate-looking “browser update” dialog box, “My
computer quickly became contaminated with the most
spyware programs I had ever received in a single
sitting,” he said.

Edelman counted an amazing total of  31 programs
that had silently been installed, without even displaying a
license agreement. These included adware from 180so-
lutions, CoolWebSearch, Ezula, ISTbar, and many other
adware companies, he said.

Continued on Page 7
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(A July 14 report by Brian Livingston, coauthor of
Windows 2000 Secrets, and Windows Me Se-
crets, said that Microsoft’s AntiSpyware beta
program stopped recommending the removal of
programs by 180solutions, Ezula, and some other
adware companies to the dismay of spyware
experts.)

Microsoft initially said the misleading dialog boxes
were using a “by-design feature” of WMP, which
wouldn’t be changed. The company then reversed
course, telling eWeek http://www.eweek.com/article2/
0,1895,1752247,00.asp in January that a patch would
be available by mid-February.

Playing a video file in Windows Media Player
can launch a dialog box that looks official but
installs spyware.

I’m not pointing to Microsoft as THE one to blame
for spyware. But rather saying even a legitimate
company’s product can be the source of spyware. There
is profit in allowing spyware to be distributed with a
desirable product.

Ben Edelman also noted on his website that, “As in
my prior video of spyware installing through security
holes, www.benedelman.org/news/111804-1.html
my records make it possible to track down who’s
behind the installations — just follow the money trail, as
captured by the “partner IDs” within the various soft-
ware installation procedures. When one program installs
another, the second generally pays the first a commis-
sion, using a partner ID number to track who to pay.
These numbers make it possible to figure out who’s
profiting from the unwanted installations and, ultimately,
where the money is going.”

So, who can you trust? Don’t say the antispyware
makers. Several are on the payroll of companies who
struck deals to be delisted as spyware!

Apparently, many businesses can’t resist the oppor-
tunity to make easy cash. It is up to the customers—US,
YOU and I — to resist being harvested as a money
crop.

Make no mistake, we are the only ones who care
about customer rights or privacy

I’ve been reminded that keeping Windows updated
may help to prevent spyware installations.

But, this is the real world. Not everyone drives with
a seat belt fastened, stays alert while standing at an
ATM, or keeps Windows updated.

Even if we only write a paragraph a month about
any new spyware advance, program,or experience, ect.,
it will be good. We need to keep reminding our mem-
bers, our vendors, and our lawmakers that this is
something we DO NOT want

If enough ruckus had been raised at the beginning,
spyware might have been stopped in its tracks. Don’t
make this mistake twice. Raise a ruckus now! And,
keep raising it until spyware is declared dead—dead
wrong!

There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in con-
text with proper credit given the author.  The Edito-
rial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international
organization of which this group is a member, brings
this article to you.

Open Letter ... Continued from Page 6

Be sure to change your address.
Send to the Editor at: newsletter@bugclub.org

Moving South ?



 8                   BUG Newsletter       November  2005

Reading Product Manuals Online
By Gabe Goldberg, APCUG Advisor; Columnist,
AARP Computers & Technology Website

I’m reasonably well-organized; my wife thinks I’m a
packrat (she keeps trying to sneak my ’70s shirts to the
thrift shop). You’d think this would mean that I can find
product manuals for every appliance, gadget, PC compo-
nent and software, etc., I’ve ever  bought. That’s mostly
true.

But sometimes my filing system fails me. Or I’ve
forgotten to whom I loaned something. Or someone else
in the house (but I’m not naming names) has moved it.
What then?

Fortunately, manufacturers are increasingly making
product literature and documentation available online.
While this isn’t entirely out of generosity — it reduces
their customer-support workload — it’s great for consum-
ers who can find and read the material.

A good starting place is the manufacturer’s Web site.
For example, I’m writing this article using a Samsung
SyncMaster 912n LCD video monitor.  Suppose I need to
know what its control buttons do but can’t find its manual.
Samsung’s home page [www.samsung.com] offers a
button, “Download Center: Download Drivers, Manuals,
Software, and Firmware”. I can either enter a product
model number or name, or search via product group
(audio/video, computers, etc.), then product type, then
product subtype, and model name.

Computers are very precise; searching took three
tries, since it wanted only “912n”, not “SyncMaster
912n”. The manual was then available in any of 28
languages, from Bulgarian to Chinese. A PDF file (see
below for explanation), it’s just under three megabytes,
dated about a month ago, complete, 83 pages including
clickable Table of Contents. So a minute after deciding to
look for it, I’m looking *at* it.

Another way to search is via Google
[www.google.com] entering terms like 912n manual
site:samsung.com which only searches the samsung.com
Web site. This took me to the right neighborhood on the
Web site but left me needing a few more clicks to hit the
manual. Sometimes search engine results are better than
navigating within a site, so consider both techniques.

Manufacturers often update online material as
mistakes or shortcomings are found in printed versions, so
for important products it’s worth checking Web sites
occasionally. Sadly, they also sometimes package only
abbreviated versions with products, suggesting or expect-
ing consumers to download full versions.

Either way, online manuals are also useful when
considering purchases or comparing choices, since they
give — or should give! — more complete and useful
information than is printed on the box. If you’re evaluating
something pre-purchase, evaluate the manual’s organiza-
tion and quality — Will you be able to find information you
need? Will you understand it? If you’re buying something
used, online availability of a missing manual can make the
acquisition much more pleasant.

Online manuals can be in many formats — HTML
(normal Web pages), Microsoft Word documents, PDF
(Portable Document Format), and others. Each format
has advantages and disadvantages. HTML is nearly
universal; if you can view Web pages you can read
HTML documentation. But it may be harder to download
and save/organize all pieces of a large document. You’ll
need Microsoft Word software (or free reader) to read
MS Word files. Flexible PDF is becoming the most
popular online document format, but it too requires
software, Adobe’s Acrobat Reader, for viewing. Fortu-
nately, this is free and easy to download/install; visit
Adobe [http://www.adobe.com/] and click Get Adobe
Reader.

Some manufacturers take a different approach,
offering search tools and links within their Web sites for
different material, such as overviews, tutorials, problem
solving tips, even video clips illustrating usage.

Finally, LiveManuals [www.livemanuals.com] takes
an interesting/interactive approach, providing interactive
product demonstrations. Though it doesn’t include every
product – office equipment and appliances aren’t pres-
ently well-represented — the Wish List page accepts
nominations for items to add.

This article originated on AARP’s Computers and
Technology Web site, www.aarp.org/computers, and is
copyrighted by AARP. All rights are reserved; it may be
reproduced, downloaded, disseminated, or transferred, for
single use, or by nonprofit organizations for educational
purposes, with attribution to AARP. It should be unchanged
and this paragraph included. Please e-mail Gabe Goldberg at
gabe@gabegold.com when you use it, or for permission to
excerpt or condense.

There is no restriction against any non-profit group using
this article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit
given the author.  The Editorial Committee of the Association
of Personal Computer User Groups (APCUG), an interna-
tional organization of which this group is a member, brings
this article to you.
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Tech News
By Sue Crane, Editor, Big Bear Computer Club

www.bigbearcc.org
sue.crane@charter.net

Free services are being used to install mali-
cious code

Cybercriminals are increasingly using blog sites,
photo album sites, fan and greeting card sites and other
free online services to install and spread software
designed to steal personal information or hijack a
victim’s PC. In the first two weeks of July, security
company Websense saw more than 500 incidents of
such attacks. The free services are an anonymous and
affordable way for attackers to store and spread their
malicious code. Be careful what you click on!

Insect “extermination” via mini robots.
Scientists in Lausanne, Switzerland, have success-

fully infiltrated a colony of roaches with a micro robot
according to a report published in the June issue of IEEE
Robotics & Automation. Called InsBot, for “insect-like
robot,” the mechanical bug mimics the insects’ smell and
movements so  the roaches have accepted it as their
own.

Vector Capital purchases WinZip
WinZip,is one of the most popular shareware

programs on the Web. More than 140 million people
have downloaded the program, and it’s downloaded for
free about 500,000 times a week. Turnaround investor
Vector Capital. will try to change that by reminding users
a little more firmly that the software costs $29 (after a
free 30-day trial), as well as likely coming out with new
features that only paying customers can download.

Better Eating Through Nanotech
Major food producers are using nanotechnology to

improve the quality of their foods, although some warn
that the technology may be misunderstood by consum-
ers. At a Nano4food conference food scientists, material
scientists and nanotechnicians met to discuss how the
technology is being used to improve the consistency of
yogurt or cheese, packaging technologies, and even how
to “wall off” the most nutritional components of food in
favor of tastier alternatives. However, as nanotechnology
moves forward, consumers will have to be informed and

educated about the possible benefits and hazards of
using it.

Microsoft Finalizes Genuine Advantage
Microsoft has gone live with the Windows Genuine

Advantage program. The program, which has been
available in an avoidable pilot version since late 2004, is
now mandatory. Microsoft also noted that it has some-
what simplified the Windows Genuine Advantage
validation process; for example, users are no longer
required to enter a 25-character product key to validate
their software. Users who try to validate software and
discover that they’re unwittingly (or otherwise) running
illegitimate copies of Windows have a few options.
According to Microsoft, qualifying customers who fill
out a piracy report, provide proof of purchase, and send
in their counterfeit CD-ROMs can receive a genuine
copy of Windows XP Home Edition or XP Professional
Edition (depending on which version they’re using) at no
cost. Customers who submit a piracy report can get  XP
Home for $99 or XP Pro for $149.

There is no “Superfetch”
Ed Bott, bestselling author and computer journalist

advises:  “The same yokels who insist on spreading the
“clean out your Prefetch folder” BS are now spreading
the word that there’s a super-double-secret registry
setting in Windows XP called SuperFetch that will
reduce boot times dramatically. No, there isn’t. And if
you see any Web site that tries to insist that there’s any
benefit to cleaning out your Prefetch folder or enabling
this latest bogus tweak, you should assume that any
other advice they give you is worthless as well.”

End of analog TV?
Millions of American television sets that receive only

analog over-the-air broadcasts could go dark if not
upgraded by Jan. 1, 2009. That deadline was suggested
by members of the U.S. Senate’s Commerce, Science
and Transportation Committee. The committee is
readying legislation expected this year that would require
all American televisions to run on digital signals by the
end of 2008. That would free up the analog, or 700
MHz, spectrum for other uses. Under current law,
analog television would be cut off on Dec. 31, 2006, or
when 85 percent of households are capable of receiving
digital signals, whichever comes sooner.

Continued on Page 11
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Cables: The Missing Part
of Upgrades

By Timothy Everingham, TUGNET, Granada Hills CA
www.tugnet.org
teveringham@acm.org

When you are in the process of building a new
computer or upgrading one; you may just think you have
to only buy the component parts such as CPU,
motherboard, case, power supply, RAM, video card,
hard drives, and CD/DVD player or writer. However,
what a lot of people don’t think about are the cables to
connect all of these together. Many people have gone to
the computer store or swap meet and when they get to
install a part they realize they don’t have the cable or
adapter needed and have to take the time to go out
again to buy it. Thinking through your computer pur-
chase cabling needs before you leave home, or at least
before you leave the computer store, can save you the
hassle and time of making that additional trip. If you
have to order from a catalog and have it shipped to you
days may be lost before you can complete your installa-
tion.

These days motherboards do come with a lot of
cables, but are they the right ones for your application
and are there enough of them? We are in a transition
from the EIDE interface for hard drives and CD/DVD
players and writers to the SATA interface. With EIDE
cables you have up to two drives on a parallel cable that
are flat ribbons or twisted into a round cable; but SATA
drives are connected via thin serial cables that have one
for each drive connecting directly to the drive controller,
usually on the motherboard. If you have a floppy drive
you will need a cable for that too. So far I have only
been talking about data cables, not power cables. SATA
drives also have different power cables than EIDE
drives. Also CD/DVD players and writers some times
have different power connectors than EIDE hard drives,
sometimes using a floppy drive type power connector.
Also, if you have a mid to high level 3D video card you
may have to plug in one or two power connectors
because they need more power than what they can get
from the motherboard, and the power connectors for
PCI Express video cards are different than those for
AGP video cards (There are two different type of
connectors for AGP cards too). Then there are the

different connectors for case fans.

Also a lot of newer motherboards are connected to
the power supply via a 24 pin connector instead of the
more traditional 20 pin. Some 24 pin motherboards can
have you just plug in a 20 pin plug, but others do not
recommend that. Then of course we get into the audio
cables for your CD/DVD player/writer to plug into the
sound card or sound circuit on the motherboard. You
also may need USB or Firewire (IEEE 1394) cables for
within the case to get them from the motherboard to the
sockets or external ones to get them out to your devices.

So how do you find out what cables you need? If
possible you can look at the parts themselves or the box
they come in. There is the visual of the connectors and
information on the part or box about what the part
needs. Be wary however on just taking it from the
visuals. Some cables that have the same type of connec-
tors at their ends are rated differently on speed or other
factors. An example of this is EIDE data cables. Typical
rating for these cables is 33, 66, 100, or 133 MHz. In
with EIDE components hooked together it is the slowest
component that sets the data the data speed on the
EIDE bus. If the EIDE drive controller cannot communi-
cate with the drives at one speed because the cable is
not capable of handling data transmission at that speed
without errors, the controller will drop the speed of the
entire EIDE data bus. As such having EIDE components
rated at 133 MHz and connecting them together with a
cable only rated at 66 MHz greatly increases the risk of
the drives data transfer operating below 133 MHz. You
also get into issues of it may be the right type of cable;
but has the wrong connectors at the ends, which you can
run into with Firewire (IEEE 1394), USB, and other
cables. Other sources for this information are the
manufacturer’s website or those of online retailers that
sell the part. You may have to look at the parts manual
to find information about its power connectors. How-
ever, how do you get to see the manual before buying
the part? Many manufacturers have the manual to their
parts on their website in PDF format so you can just
download the manual. This is sometimes the only way
you can easily find out whether a motherboard needs a
20 or 24 pin power connector or it can take either.
From these same sources you can also find out what
cables come with a part.

Continued on Page 11



 November  2005           http://bugclub.org                                     11

You should look at the power supply you are going
to use or if you can’t examine it, probably because you
have not bought it yet, find out the specifications. There
are different ATX standards for power supplies, with
ATX 12V 2.01 being the latest (For additional informa-
tion read “More Performance: The New Power Supply
Standard, ATX12V 2.0” at Tom’s Hardware Guide
www.tomshardware.com. Look at what connectors it
has and how many of each (20 or 24 pin, P4, and EPS
motherboard connectors, 4 pin Molex for 5.25” format
EIDE drives and some fans, floppy drive, SATA,
auxiliary, and PCI Express video card. Depending on
what you find and your needs you may need power
splitters or adapters. Many older power supplies do not
have SATA drive power connectors, but only those that
are used for EIDE (Be aware that some SATA drive
power adapters do not have a +3.3V connection, which
is required by some drives). Only some of the   recently
introduced power supplies have a PCI Express video
card power connector. If you have enough components
in your system where your present power supply may
not be able to handle the load, it might be better to get a
new power supply which has the newer type of connec-
tors you need.

One thing you also should consider is how your
cables will affect airflow in your computer. May people
use round EIDE cables rather than flat because of this
issue. The good use of cable ties can help with this
problem. Especially if you live far away from a computer
store, are using online retailers, or going to a computer
swap meet that you would have to pay again to reenter it
is especially important to be sure you have all the cables
you need for your computer upgrade or building project.
Researching what you need ahead of time can prevent
wasting time and money and increasing your frustration.
May you have the cables you need, and not buy cables
you can’t use.

Timothy Everingham is CEO of Timothy Everingham
Consulting in Azusa, California. He is also Chair of the
Los Angeles Chapter of ACM SIGGRAPH. Timothy is
also part-time press in the areas of high technology,
computers, video, audio, and entertainment/ media and
has had articles published throughout the United States
and Canada plus Australia, England, & Japan. Further

information can be found at http://home.earthlink.net/
~teveringham.

There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in con-
text with proper credit given the author.  The Edito-
rial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international
organization of which this group is a member, brings
this article to you.

Last month, the FCC proposed to move the date by
which all televisions with screen sizes of 25 to 36 inches
must contain digital tuners up to March 2006. All
televisions, VCRs and DVD players would have to
carry the technology by 2007.

New Media Center Device
Microsoft will soon ship a wireless Media Center

keyboard and remote control that will help people who
have Media Centers in their living rooms interact with
the machines. The device features beveled edges for
easy two-handed holding, an integrated pointing stick,
full Media Center remote-control functionality, a full-
sized keyboard with special Media Center buttons, and
even power buttons for the PC and TV.

There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in con-
text with proper credit given the author.  The Edito-
rial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international
organization of which this group is a member, brings
this article to you.

Tech News ... Continued from page 9

Cables ... Continued from Page 10

Be sure and send your new address to the Editor at:
newsletter@bugclub.org

Moving South ?
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Most Monitors Won’t Play New
HD Video

Vista’s content protection will block or blur
high-def movies on today’s displays.

By Scott Spanbauer
From the November 2005 issue of PC World magazine
Posted Tuesday, October 04, 2005

If you dropped a bundle on a high-end computer
display or HDTV, you could be in for an unpleasant
surprise when you slip your new high-definition DVD of
Star Wars: Episode III into your Windows Vista PC.
Vista, the next version of Windows that’s slated to
appear in about a year, will feature a new systemwide
content protection scheme called PVP-OPM.  If your
monitor doesn’t work with PVP-OPM, all you’ll likely
see is either a fuzzy rendition of your high-def flick or
Hollywood’s version of the Blue Screen of Death—a
message warning you that the display has been ‘re-
voked’.

The above is an excerpt from an article on PC
Worlds web site. Anyone contemplating getting a
new computer, should read this article first.

http://pcworld.com/news/article/0,aid,122738,00.asp

A Quick Reminder
From: Smart Computing

One quick reminder, in order to make sure that your
group gets credit in Smart Computing’s User Group
Program for a member’s subscription, make sure your
members subscribe and renew through the User Group
portion of the Smart Computing Web site at https://
www.smartcomputing.com/secure/membership.asp
and select the appropriate group to credit in the drop-
down list.  Or they may call in to subscribe or renew and
say they would like their group to get credit for their
subscription or renewal at (800)334-7458.  This will
ensure that your group is getting the most FREE SUB-
SCRIPTIONS it possibly can!

Screen Shots
By David Garcia, President,
Little Blue PC Club, Northglenn, Colorado
petitbleu@comcast.net

Have you ever wanted to print out what you see on
your monitor screen? This is called a “Screenshot,” and
there are several software packages on the market that
allow you to do just that with various degrees of sophis-
tication. If you don’t need that sophistication, you can
easily use Windows to get a screenshot. Just follow
these instructions:

1) Press the Print Screen Key  (PrtScr) on the
keyboard.

2) Click Start, then click Run.
3) Type “mspaint” (without the quotes) in the Run

box and click OK.
4) In Paint, click Paste in the Edit menu
5) Click Print Preview in the File menu. If the

screenshot is cut off, you may want to  change the
printer setting to print in Landscape mode.

6) Click Print and close Paint. You’re done!
    You can also save the file if you like:
1) Click “Save” in the File menu
2) Browse to the folder you want to save the file in

so that the folder name is in the “Save In” box.
3) Type a file name for the screenshot; use JPG  in

the “Save as Type” box and click Save.

Article rights are reserved. This article may be
reproduced, downloaded, disseminated, or trans-
ferred, for single use by nonprofit organizations for
educational purposes, with attribution to David
Garcia. Little Blue PC Club, Northglenn CO.  It
should be unchanged and this paragraph included.
Please e-mail David Garcia at
littlebluepcclub@comcast.net when you use it, or for
permission to excerpt or condense.

There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in con-
text with proper credit given the author.  The Edito-
rial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international
organization of which this group is a member, brings
this article to you.
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Wireless Instant Messaging
Makes Conversations Portable

By Gabe Goldberg, APCUG Advisor; Columnist,
AARP Computers and Technology Web site

I love technology competition. Having multiple ways
to meet a need gives consumers choices; it also encour-
ages vendors to innovate, rather than offering take-it-or-
leave-it products.

Being accustomed to PC-based instant messaging
(IM), and not enjoying queuing up for Internet access, I
was intrigued by wireless IM letting people communicate
and have IM-fun without occupying prime family “real
estate” — the PC. Zipit and IMfree, taking different
approaches to do this, may eliminate your family traffic
jams. There’s no monthly fee with either device.

Both handheld devices have almost-normal key-
board layouts but are too small for touch typing. They’re
good for thumbing or index-fingering and will be quickly
comfortable for anyone used to cell phone text messag-
ing. Multi-line displays, scrollable one line-at-a-time, are
mostly very readable, except for the way that IMfree
displays screen names with messages: hard-to-read
white-on-black text with sender/receiver distinguished
by upper and lower case letters.

On both devices, slightly odd shift keys allow
entering capital letters and numbers/symbols (which
don’t appear on usual keys); it’s all easy to get used to.
IMfree sends twelve specific smileys (emoticons like ;-)
for winking) with button combinations; Zipit allocates
three buttons to specific smileys and allows setting three
others to your choice of symbols — though they’re hard
to distinguish. Or you can just enter characters to form
smileys!

My wife called both devices “cute”, liking Zipit
because it has a lid protecting screen/keyboard and
IMfree because it has a modern look.

More significant is how the units communicate.
IMfree includes software and a base station which plugs
into a PC USB port; handheld range is about 150 feet.
Zipit uses a WiFi network with a range of about 300

feet. (If you don’t know what WiFi is, you probably
don’t have it. It adds to Internet connectivity, typically
cable or DSL. It’s also available in “hot spots” like
coffee shops.)

IMfree base stations can talk to seven handhelds at
once and handhelds can move among base stations, and
many Zipits can access a WiFi network at once, so
they’re both great for at-home IMfests or using IM
when visiting or traveling. Unfortunately, IMfree
handhelds aren’t sold without base stations.

Both devices can carry on multiple conversations.
You select IMfree conversations with instant button
pushes; Zipit conversations are selected from a pop-up
scrollable buddy list, slightly less convenient. If you’re
switching among conversations, be careful to send
messages to the person you intend!

IMfree supports only AOL Instant Messenger
(AIM); Zipit supports AIM, MSN, and Yahoo. IMfree
supports chat rooms and has flexible/powerful parental
controls; Zipit only supports instant messaging and lacks
such controls. IMfree conversations are private, not
shared with the base PC, unless the IM account is also
logged on there. A screen name can’t be logged on to
Zipit and a PC at the same time so Zipit dialogues are
private.

Both devices were impressively simple to install.
Each has a clear manual, worth reading for learning
features and many customization options (alert sounds,
display settings, etc.). Neither screen is backlit; they’re
both reasonably easy to read in normal lighting.  Zipit’s
lid-mounted screen is easy to angle for best viewing.

Both powerful units share and can modify buddy
lists (but Zipit can’t create a screen name; you must have
or visit a PC for that). On both, idle buddies are flagged
and you’re notified by tone and visual indicator if a
message arrives from a conversation not currently
displayed.

Zipit comes in many tasty colors and promises
automatic updates adding features such as streaming
music.

Continued on Page 14
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Reminder
Bring your empy ink cartridges to the monthly

BUG meeting, or weekly Windows SIG meetings.
PLEASE no ink tanks, they are not accepted.

Jack Nash will package and send them to
RecycleNorthAmerica.com, which will give credit
to “Any Soldier, Inc”, an organization that donates
phone calling cards to our troops overseas.

                             ITEMS 4 SALE

                  ***  COMPUTER 1.4 ***

 1- DESIGNER TOWER 3,2,2 +PS,FAN(HAVE 6
DRIVES IN IT NOW)    $  50
 2- MOTHER BRD ATX AMD ,1050MHZ PROC,256
MEM;3D SOUND CARD   $ 125
 3- BOTH TOGETHER (1 AND 2)...........      $ 175
 3- 17 INCH MONITOR...........................      $  25
 4- KEY BOARD AND MOUSE...............     $  15
 5- (HI SPEED MODEM CARD) ..............     $  15
 6- 56K MODEM.......................................     $   10
 7- (3) SPEAKERS, INCL WOOFER........       $   25
 8- 20 MEG HARD DRIVE.........................    $   15
 9- 40 MEG HARD DRIVE ..................... ..    $   30
10- (2) 3 1/2 FLOPPY DRIVES .................     $   15
11 - BUY IT ALL ASSM FOR   ..................    $ 300

                   PRINTER  FOR  SALE  $ 25

   LEXMARK X5150 FOR MAC OS, OR WINDOWS
OS. ALL IN ONE, COPIER, SCANNER, PRINTER
AND SENDING FAX. EXTRA INKS AND
CARTRIGES

FUJI FINEPIX A200 DIGITAL CAMERA WITH 2
FLASH CARDS    1600X1200;ZOOM 2.5X;1.5 LCD
MONITOR;MOVIES AND OR STILL  PICS;
INTERNET CONFERENCING; USB; EXTRAS THAT
DO NOT COME WITH THE CAMERA, 8
RECHARGABLE BATTERIES AND BATTERY
CHARGER.

             IVAN STILLWELL    255-0674

There’s a great bottom line to this story: I liked both
these low-cost devices and they’re different enough to fit
a variety of needs. So have fun with your IM, wherever
your keyboard and handheld may take you.

Company: Motorola
Product: Motorola Personal Instant Messenger

Mx240 (IMfree)
Price: $50 or less online — shop around!
URL: broadband.motorola.com/consumers/prod-

ucts/imfree/

Company: Aeronix Consumer Media Systems
Product: Zipit Wireless Messenger
Price: $100
URL: www.zipitwireless.com

This article originated on AARP’s Computers and
Technology Web site,  www.aarp.org/computers, and
is copyrighted by AARP. All rights are reserved; it may
be reproduced, downloaded, disseminated, or trans-
ferred, for single use, or by nonprofit organizations
for educational purposes, with attribution to AARP. It
should be unchanged and this paragraph included.
Please e-mail Gabe Goldberg at

gabe@gabegold.com when you use it, or for
permission to excerpt or condense.

There is no restriction against any non-profit
group using this article as long as it is kept in context
with proper credit given the author.  The Editorial
Committee of the Association of Personal Computer
User Groups (APCUG), an international organization
of which this group is a member, brings this article to
you.

Wireless Messaging ... Continued from Page 13

The Florida Institute of Technology

F.I.T. has free computer courses. These are for
Microsoft Office programs, Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, and Access.

For more information or to sign up for a course
go to:

http://ncsbi.fit.edu/programs/courses.php?
category=1
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City

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before

and after the BUG monthly meeting.
Members interested in helping develop the

newsletter are welcome.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home
call 728-5979 for directions.

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name

Address

Home Phone

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name

State            Zip + 4

Email address

BUG  Officers
Meets the second Wednesday of the month at

the Fee Ave. Library, in Study room 1
Time 7:00 pm to 8:00pm

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets 7:00 PM Thursdays

1st & 3rd Thursday at Eau Gallie Library.
All Other Thursdays at Melbourne Library on

Fee Avenue.

Benefits of Membership  In The
Brevard Users Group

Annual Subscription to the B.U.G. Newsletter.
Participation in Special Interest Groups.
Seminars and Workshops.
Fellowship with other knowledgeable computer users.
Stimulating and lasting friendships.

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:30 PM the second and fourth

Thursdays, after the Windows SIG, at the Fee
Ave Library in Melbourne.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 2nd and 4th Thursdays, in
the Fee Ave Library, before the Windows SIG
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Meetings:
Are held at the Melbourne Library
on Fee Ave. the third Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 PM.

       Members
         Helping
          Members

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Mentor Program
 John McNeil      723-5550    AutoCad

 Al Buchanan     728-2789   Works 6.0

 Bob Staples       255-2623     Win9X/XP

 Rex Cummings 242-9601  Netscape

MOVING?
Don't miss out on any issues of the
BUG Newsletter. Send your new
address to:
Brevard Users Group
Atn: Treasurer
P. O. Box  2456
Melbourne,  Fl  32902-2456
& e-mail to the Newsletter  at
   newsletter@bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group Directory

BUG Officers

President:
Larry French
president@bugclub.org
Vice President:
Lester Cassel
vicepresident@bugclub.org
Treasurer:
Tom Butler
treasurer@bugclub.org
Secretary:
Joan Hefter
secretary@bugclub.org
1st Member at Large:
Terry Slane

2nd Member at Large:
Dan Wadler

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:
 Tom Butler                  242-9869
geotbutler@juno.com

FACUG Representative:
Position Open

Program Director:
Position Open

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                  837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                  952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                 728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                 724-6715
Chuck Boring                  454-9455
Bob Staples                     255-2623

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

PRESORTED STANDARD
U. S. Postage

PAID
Melbourne, FL
Permit No. 102

Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Your membership expires on the
date indicated in the upper left of
your address label (YYYY\MM).
Please allow six weeks for
processing the renewal.

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org


