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Social Networking –
What is it, really?

Written by Phil Sorrentino, President, Sarasota PCUG,
www.spcug.org
president (at) spcug.org

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Social Networking is all over the news; Facebook,
LinkedIn, and Twitter are the ones that get the most
play. So what are they, really? Well, they’re websites
that provide another way of keeping in touch with
friends, family, and associates. What are some older
social networking methods? Maybe, the Telegram, the
Telephone, Visiting on Sunday, Writing Letters. These
are all ways of keeping in touch with your family and/or
circle of friends. Yesterday we had these less technical
ways of keeping in touch. Today we have the computer
to help us keep in touch via email, instant messaging,
Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) telephone, and
social networking. Social networking has encouraged
new ways to communicate and share information. Social
networking websites are being used regularly by millions
of people, and it now seems that social networking will
become a regular part of everyday computer life.

Social Networking is probably the newest technol-
ogy and revolves around an internet website that pro-
vides social networking services. How about this for a
definition of a social network: A site that allow individu-
als to construct a public or semi-public profile within a
bounded system; to create a list of other users with
whom they have a connection; and to view their list of
connections and those made by others within the system.
With that in mind, a social network focuses on building
online communities of people who share interests and/or
activities. Most social network services are web based
and provide a variety of ways for users to interact, such
as e-mail and instant messaging.

On many of the large Social Networking sites,
participants are not necessarily “networking” or looking
to meet new people; instead, they are primarily commu-

nicating with people who are already a part of their
extended social network, such as on Facebook and
Twitter.

While it could be said that email and regular
websites have most of the essential elements of social
networks, the social networking sites make it easy to
use. Here’s a look at some of the more popular sites.

Linkedin ( http://www.linkedin.com ) – LinkedIn is
mostly for business people and professionals. People
use it to maintain contacts and to develop new business
opportunities. To use LinkedIn, you create a profile
where you describe yourself, listing work and education
history, skills, specialties, etc. Just like a resume. Once
you have your profile, you start connecting to others.
That’s the driving force behind LinkedIn. You use your
connections to promote yourself and build relationships.

Twitter ( http://www.twitter.com ) – Twitter is a
micro blogging service. When it started out, people used
it to tell others what they were doing at various times
during the day. Now it has evolved into a way to tell
people about your activities and then provide a link to
further details. SPCUG as a group could have its own
Twitter account. Once we had it, interested members
could “follow” it and receive our group information
known as “tweets” delivered to them. A Twitter “tweet”
has a limit of 140 characters. This may possibly be a
substitute for our use of Constant Contact to contact the
membership for changes in educational class schedules.

Facebook ( http://www.backbook.com ).
Facebook is sort of a cross between LinkedIn and

Twitter. Facebook used to be mainly for students, but
has become more mainstream. Like LinkedIn, you build
a profile of yourself, where you talk about what your
interests and hobbies are. Like Twitter, you can do
micro blogging about things you want people to know.
In Facebook, you have friends as opposed to connec-
tions or followers.

Users of Social Networks, in general, can upload a
picture of themselves, create their “profile” and can often
be “friends” with other users. In most social networks,
both users must confirm that they are friends before they
are linked.

Continued on Page 7
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The Best Things In Life Are Free
Written by Lou Torraca, President, The TUG, HI
www.the-tug.org
AF06HI(at)gmail.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

The moon belongs to everyone,
The best things in life are free.
The stars belong to everyone,
They gleam there for you and me.
The flowers in spring, the robins that sing,
The moonbeams that shine, they’re yours,
they’re mine.
And love can come to everyone,
The best things in life are free.

So goes the song, written in 1927, way before PCs
were all the rage! Well, guess what, some of the best
programs and utilities for your PC are also free, yup, I
said free! I have been asked a lot of questions recently
about some of them so I decided to do a list of the ones
I use plus others I know about and have been tried and
recommended.

Thinking about a new computer? Are you a bit
techie? If so, you could save yourself some money as
well as have the satisfaction of putting your own together
by yourself. Not so inclined? You can still save on
programs and utilities. Without further ado, here is a list
for you to consider.

First for the techie who wants to put together their
own PC…an operating system that is totally free.

What is Ubuntu?

Ubuntu is a community developed operating system
that is perfect for laptops, desktops and servers.
Whether you use it at home, at school or at work
Ubuntu contains all the applications you’ll ever need,
from word processing and email applications, to web
server software and programming tools.

Ubuntu is and always will be free of charge. You do
not pay any licensing fees. You can download, use and
share Ubuntu with your friends, family, school or busi-
ness for absolutely nothing.

New versions are released every six months. That
means you’ll always have the latest and greatest applica-
tions that the open source world has to offer.

Ubuntu is designed with security in mind. You get
free security updates for at least 18 months on the
desktop and server. With the Long Term Support (LTS)
version you get three years support on the desktop, and
five years on the server. There is no extra fee for the
LTS version, we make our very best work available to
everyone on the same free terms. Upgrades to new
versions of Ubuntu are and always will be free of
charge.

Everything you need comes on one CD, providing a
complete working environment. Additional software is
available online.

The graphical installer enables you to get up and
running quickly and easily. A standard installation should
take less than 25 minutes.

Once installed your system is immediately ready-to-
use. On the desktop you have a full set of productivity,
internet, drawing and graphics applications, and games.
Pretty neat isn’t it? Download: http://www.ubuntu.com/

Now for everyone else, here are some really excel-
lent programs and utilities you can have at no cost.
(BTW, many of these free programs and utilities have a
donation button where you can voluntarily help the
developer with updates, new apps, etc. I suggest you try
the app first and then if you really like it and decide to
keep it, you can make a donation, however this is strictly
a voluntary thing.)

First is the number one priority…anti virus. I’ve
used both AVG and Avast for a long time and, knock on
wood, have never had a problem. Both also have pay
versions that include lots of other stuff, but I’ll be listing
all those types of apps as we go along.
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To download AVG: http://free.avg.com/download-
avg-anti-virus-free-edition  ( http://tinyurl.com/4mw3vt )

To download Avast!: http://www.avast.com/eng/
download-avast-home.html ( http://tinyurl.com/8z9h5 )

Both of these work well and provide you with
protection from viruses, but do yourself a favor and read
the information that both provide and follow the
instructions…this applies, of course, to all programs,
apps and utilities!

Next, you need a firewall and the most popular and
the one I use is Zone Alarm which for a free app,
provides a lot of flexibility and prevents the bad guys
from getting into your computer as well as making your
computer invisible to anyone on the internet. To down-
load the free version: http://www.zonealarm.com/
security/en-us/zonealarm-pc-security-free-firewall.htm

( http://tinyurl.com/5de5as )
10 years of malware experience combined in one

dynamic application. Ad-Aware - Anniversary Edition
offers radically improved performance and efficiency,
along with comprehensive malware protection. With
real-time monitoring, threat alerts, and automatic updates
you can rest easy knowing that you are protected.
Download: http://www.lavasoft.com/products/
ad_aware_free.php ( http://tinyurl.com/2fexbw )

SpyBot-Search and Destroy complements Ad-
Aware.

…if you see new toolbars in Internet Explorer that
you didn’t install, or you experience other problems, you
may have spyware. This program helps prevent market-
ing companies from gathering information about your
Web surfing and purchasing habits, and selling it to
advertisers. Download: http://download.cnet.com/
Spybot-Search-amp-Destroy/3000-8022_4-
10122137.html  ( http://tinyurl.com/ykavqlb )

Windows Defender is a free program that helps you
stay productive by protecting your computer against
pop-ups, slow performance and security threats caused
by spyware and other potentially unwanted software. All
3 of these programs work to keep your PC running
smoothly. I use them and they definitely make a differ-
ence.

Now you have your PC pretty well protected, how
about productivity apps? No problem; OpenOffice.org
3 is the leading open-source office software suite for
word processing, spreadsheets, presentations, graphics,
databases and more.

It is available in many languages and works on all
common computers. It stores all your data in an interna-
tional open standard format and can also read and write
files from other common office software packages. It
can be downloaded and used completely free of charge
for any purpose. Sounds like the big guys Office? It
does and it also does pretty much everything that other
guy does! Download: http://download.openoffice.org/

Next, a free program that rivals Adobe
Photoshop…and we know what that costs!

The name is a bit misleading but the program is
spectacular!  GIMP can be used to process digital
graphics and photographs. Typical uses include creating
graphics and logos, resizing and cropping photos,
changing colors, combining images using a layer para-
digm, removing unwanted image features, and convert-
ing between different image formats. GIMP can also be
used to create animated images using an improved
layers method. The full capabilities of the GIMP extend
much further, however, and include advanced image
editing, manipulation, and professional graphics creation.
It is often used as a free software replacement for
Adobe Photoshop, which is the dominant bitmap editor
in the printing and graphics industries.  Download: http://
www.dphotojournal.com/download-gimp-photo-
software/   ( http://tinyurl.com/yzjo6os )

To keep your system running at its best, CCleaner is
a freeware system optimization, privacy and cleaning
tool.

It removes unused files from your system - allowing
Windows to run faster and freeing up valuable hard disk
space. It also cleans traces of your online activities such
as your Internet history. Additionally it contains a fully
featured registry cleaner. But the best part is that it’s fast
(normally taking less than a second to run) and contains
NO Spyware or Adware! :)

Download: http://www.ccleaner.com/

Best Things are Free ... Continued from Page 9

Continued on Page 11
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Windows 7 XP Mode
Written by Ash Nallawalla, APCUG Director, Review
Editor, Melbourne PCUG, Australia
www.melbpc.org.au
ash (at) melbpc.org.au

This article has been obtained from APCUG with
the author’s permission for publication by APCUG
member groups; all other uses require the permission
of the author (see e-mail address above).

I will be writing a review of Windows 7 in due
course, but here is a preview of a key feature that will
interest many readers.

Windows XP Mode
Windows XP Mode is aimed at small business users

who wish to run their Windows XP-era applications on
their Windows 7 desktop. They might have avoided
upgrading to Windows Vista owing to an incompatibility
with their old programs or the simple reason of “Win-
dows XP does the job.” However, as they buy new
computers later this year or by January 2010, they might
find a copy of Windows 7 included with the purchase, or
they may have other compelling reasons to upgrade.

An exciting optional feature that was kept under
wraps until recently was Windows XP Mode (XPM).
This feature will work in certain editions but is an addi-
tional download.

Key Facts
· Windows XPM is included with Windows 7

Professional, Windows 7 Ultimate and Windows 7
Enterprise customers.

· Windows XPM combines Windows Virtual PC
and a pre-installed virtual Windows XP environment to
enable users to run many older applications.

· Windows Virtual PC enables users to launch
virtual applications from the Windows 7 Start menu.

· Windows Virtual PC includes support for USB
devices and is based on a new code base that includes
multi-threading support.

· Windows XPM is pre-configured with the
Windows XP firewall and can apply updates automati-
cally from Windows Update. It is not pre-configured
with anti-virus or anti-malware software, which need to
be sourced separately.

IT Professionals
Windows XPM is not recommended for corporate

deployments. Wait for Microsoft Enterprise Desktop
Virtualisation (MED-V) Version 2.0, which will be
released as a beta 90 days after the general availability
(GA) of Windows 7.

· MED-V v1 is currently available for Windows
Vista and it enables Virtual PC deployment in larger
organisations. It  provides centralised management,
policy-based provisioning and virtual image delivery.

· MED-V v1 builds on Microsoft Virtual PC
2007 to help enterprises with their upgrade to Windows
Vista when applications are not yet compatible.

· MED-V v2 will add support for Windows 7
(both 32 bit and 64bit) and Windows Virtual PC.

Windows XPM is for SMBs
Windows XPM stand-alone is intended for small

and medium business (SMB) users who can install their
XP applications themselves and who might not have IT
Professional staff. Each PC has its own virtual Windows
XP environment that is controlled and managed by the
user.

Windows XPM is best suited for older business and
productivity applications such as accounting, inventory
and similar software. These applications tend to con-
form to the basic Windows Application Programming
Interface (API ).

Windows XPM not for Consumers
Windows XP Mode does not have 100 percent

compatibility with all Windows XP software. It is not
aimed at home users because many consumer programs
require extensive use of hardware interfaces such as 3-
D graphics, audio, and TV tuners that do not work well
under virtualisation today.

In Use
Windows XPM is available from the Windows 7

Start menu. It displays a regular Windows XP desktop
and you can install your old software from there just as
you would on a Windows XP machine.

Thereafter, those programs appear just below the
Windows XPM menu item.
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To be Updated

Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name _________________________________

Address ___________________________________

Home Phone ________________________________

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name _________________________________

City ______________________________________

State _______  Zip + 4 ________________________

E-mail Address ______________________________

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

Moving ?
Don’t miss out on any issues of the BUG Newsletter
Send your new address to:
Brevard Users Group  Att: Treasurer
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456
And e-mail to the Newsletter and Treasurer at:
newsletter@bugclub.org
treasurer@bugclub.org

Afternoon Meeting
An afternoon meeting is held on the first

Monday of the month at 2pm, in One Senior
Place,  8085 Spyglass Hill Rd, Viera.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.

BUG  Officers

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

E-mail:  rschmidt@cfl.rr.com

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets on the Second & Fourth Thursdays at

7:00 pm
Central Baptist Church 2503 Country Club Rd

Melbourne

          BEGINNERS SIG    (Newbies)
Meets at 6:30 pm. The 2nd and 4th Thursdays, in
the Fee Ave Library, before the Windows SIG

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before and

after the BUG monthly meeting.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home.

Call 728-5979 for directions.

LINUX SIG

                IMAGING SIG

To be Updated

To be Updated
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Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Meetings:
Are held at the Melbourne Library  on
Fee Ave. the third Wednesday of the
month at 7:00 PM.

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Your membership expires on the date
indicated in the upper left of your
address label (YYYY\MM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the
renewal.

BUG Officers

President:
Larry French                   837-0962
president@bugclub.org

Vice President
Lester Cassel
vicepresident@bugclub.org

Treasurer:
Dave Riches
treasurer@bugclub.org

Secretary:
Eileen Cameron
secretary@bugclub.org

Member at Large:
Dan Wadler

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                    837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                    952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                   728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                  724-6715
Chuck Boring                   454-9455
Bob Staples                      255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

Tom Butler                     242-9869
geotbutler@juno.com

FACUG Representative:
Open

Program Director:
Dan Wadler

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:

Linux SIG
Chris Crisafulli
linux-sig@bugclub.org


