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Monthly Meeting and
Christmas Party

The December Monthly Meeting and
Christmas Party will be held on Thursday
December 17th at the Central Baptist Church,
2503 Country Club Road, Melbourne.

         Setup begins at 5:30

I hope all the members had a thankful and happy
Thanksgiving and were able to enjoy family and loved
ones.  I also want to wish everyone a wonderful Christ-
mas or Hanukah.

The club Christmas party will be held at Central
Baptist Church on Thursday, December 17 at 6:30, setup
at 5:30.  Let me know how many are coming and what
you are bringing for food.  This is a pot luck.  The club
will provide coffee, sodas, utensils, etc.

The party always needs folks to make the preparation
easier.  Please let me know if you can help.

We have a number of tasks in the club that need to be
taken over by other members.

Emailing meeting notices
Club Hardware management; Projector, laptop, sign,

etc.
Meeting scheduling; programs, speakers, Q & A
Meeting prizes
There are many new technologies which we are not

keeping up on.
Lucile Wagner has agreed to take over as Vice-

President next year.
Tom English will take over as Secretary.
At this writing we still need a President, a Treasurer

and at least one Member-at-Large.
If I can get some members to take over some of the

tasks above, I will do my best to continue as President for
a time.

Take care of each other,
Larry French, Prez

Prez Sez
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T The BUG Newsletter is created on a AMD
Athlon XP 2400 Mhz computer using PageMaker
6.01, on Windows 98se.

Articles, Reports, and new Advertisements should
reach the Managing Editor or Desk Top Publishing
SIG by 5:00 p.m  the Friday before the second
Wednesday of the month. Items received after the
deadline will be held for the following month’s issue.

The articles contained in this Newletter do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the Group, Editor,
or Publisher or any other person other than the author
of the article. The Brevard Users Group does not
support or condone illegal copying of software.

Permission is granted to copy articles, provided
the source is disclosed and proper credit is given to
the author.

All questions, correspondence, and other items
pertaining to the Newsletter should be directed to one
of the Editors.

    Questions involving advertising should be
directed to  Advertising  at the address below.

Articles or items of interest for inclusion in the
newsletter should be sent to The Editor at:

Brevard User’s Group
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, Fl. 32902-2456 or
Jim Townsend           728-5979
E-mail to:   newsletter@bugclub.org

Managing Editor Jim Townsend

Assistant Editors Ed McEwen,
Jack Nash

Contributing Editor Jim Hally
Newsletter  Volunteers: Dan Wadler
Distribution: John Williams
Home Page: http://bugclub.org

Brevard Users Group
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE

BREVARD USERS GROUP
WILL BE ON THURSDAY

  December, 17th, 2009
At 5:30 pm

IN
The Central Baptist Church

Visitors welcome!

Visit the BUG CLUB web site
 for the latest schedule.
http://bugclub.org

There will be a drawing for Door Prizes!
You must be a member and present to win!

ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS
(321) 727-9010

ASTRO TOO
Surplus/Electronics Equipment/Parts

                   Computer Service

  6949 W. Nasa Blvd.                       (321) 727-9010
  W. Melbourne, FL 32904      Fax: (321) 253-2292

Web Site: AstroToo.com
EMail: 2@AstroToo.Com

Attention
Newsletter Editors

This publication is produced by:
Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.

The same printer used by many user groups, local
churches, mobile home parks, and many others at
affordable rates.

Creative Technology prints, folds, addresses, and
mails newsletters for your club, organization, family or
business from a ”pdf format” sent by e-mail or disk,
saving you lots of time and expense.

Contact Bob today to see how much money we
can save your organization. E-mail bob@ctimls.com

Creative Technology of Sarasota Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

941-371-2743
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Secretary’s Report
By:

Treasurer’s Report
By: Dave Riches

October, 2009

EXPENSES
Door Prizes $  0.00
Postage $  0.00
Printing $63.80
Total $63.80

INCOME
Dues $100.00
Interest $    0.00
Donation $    0.00
Total $100.00

ASSETS
Checking $1,614.04
Savings $2,020.39
Total $3,634.43

Thank you Renewals for your continued support

Renewals
Allen, Beth    #1274
Bowen, Christopher   #1163
Rossheim, Olympia     #1192
Waltz, Allen     #1276

 November 12, 2009

1.  Meeting was called to order by President Larry
French at 6:35 PM.  Larry extended a welcome.  He
stated we still need 2010 Officers.  Lucile Wagner
accepted the 1st VP position but we still need a Trea-
surer and a Secretary. Larry will continue as President
but needs lots of volunteers for specific duties.

2. Larry led a discussion on a meeting place and
number of meetings per month.  It was decided we will
continue with the One Senior Place meeting on the first
Monday of each month with Dave Riches in charge.  We
will continue with the second and fourth Thursday of
each month and the fifth Thursday if necessary at the
church.  The General Meeting will be held the second
Thursday of each month plus Q&A session if we have
no speaker.  The fourth Thursday will be Imaging, Linux
and windows.

3. Christmas Party will be held Thursday, Decem-
ber 17, 2009.  Larry scheduled the church for the party.
Lucile Wagner and a helper will be in charge of setting
up the room and Olympia Rossheim and Eileen
Cameron will help with the clean up duties.  Lucile
volunteered to coordinate the party.  We still can use
more volunteers.  Please advise Larry by e-mail or sign
up at the next meeting what you intend to bring to the
party.

4. Larry brought up the need for a Public Relations
volunteer to get the meetings in the local papers.  Our
flyer will be updated by Larry and distributed to people
who can place them around the area.

5. Jim Townsend placed a free add for Jeff
Harrison in the newsletter.  It was also agreed to give
Chuck Boring a free add.  Robert Staples stated it
would be appropriate to give a free business card add
for a month to a speaker which would help us get
speakers.  All agreed.

6. Our member Bob Turner passed away in
October.

7. Ed McEwen will add a few minutes discussion
for beginners Imaging at his sessions.  The club will
purchase Adobe Element Photoshop 8; also will pur-
chase Windows 7 if compatible with our computers.  It
was moved, seconded and approved.

8. 22 members were present.
9. Ted Cillis and George Rymer each won a $10

gift certificate from Staples.  Raymond Mafley, Ed Behm
and Robert Staples won the mouse pads.

10. Meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM.

Eileen M. Cameron

Secretary
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Is It Time To Switch To 64 Bit
Windows?

Written by Brian K. Lewis, PhD,
a Member of the Sarasota PCUG, Florida

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address
above).

In my February 2008 article in the Monitor compar-
ing 32 bit and 64 bit computing, I was still advising
caution for those wishing to upgrade. Today every new
computer is capable of running a 64 bit operating
system. As a result there are many voices saying if you
have the capability to run a 64 bit operating system, you
should take advantage of it. Microsoft had previously
indicated that Windows 7 would be available only in a
64 bit version. However, they now say both 32 & 64 bit
versions will be sold. There some speculation in the
computer industry that Windows 8 may only be 64 bit.
So it appears to be time to reconsider the move to a 64
bit operating system (OS). There are many advantages
for 64 bit over 32 bit, but in order to better understand
them, we need to take a brief look at how these will
affect your decision.

To start with we should recall a little history. In the
early days of personal computing the processors instruc-
tion sets were designed for 8 bit “words”. This was the
data size that could be used to express a single charac-
ter. A bit is either a “1” or a “0”. Eight bits were then
referred to as a “byte” and that was considered a
computer “word”. In those days the CPUs we had were
the Intel 8080, the Zilog Z80, Motorola 6800, and the
MOS Tech 6502. These were all 8 bit processors with
8 bit data paths. The Apple I/II/IIe and Commodore Pet
all used the 6502. IBM designed the first x86 CPU
which was called the 8086 and it was a 16 bit proces-
sor. However, when IBM produced their first personal
computer in 1981 it used their 8088 processor which
was an 8 bit version of the 8086. The next step was to
the 16 bit processor with the 80286 processor in 1984.
The software changes rapidly followed this advance.
The change to 16 bit processing allowed the central

processor and the data bus to transfer data in increas-
ingly larger sizes, referred to as double words. The 32
bit processor arrived in 1989 followed by the 64 bit in
2005. As this history shows, the 64 bit computer is just
one more generational step in processing power. In
addition, a computer “word” is now considered to be 16
bits, not 8 bits. So a 64 bit processor can handle a
quadruple word (4x16). Naturally, the increase in the
width of the CPU/data path does increase processing
speed.

Every time the hardware has changed, there has
been a delay while the software manufacturers play
catchup. Applications have to be rewritten to take
advantage of the hardware changes including the new
instructions in the CPU instruction set. Only then can the
application take advantage of the added processing
power. Although Windows has been available in a 64 bit
form since XP was released, it adoption has been quite
slow. Many software manufacturers did not make 64 bit
versions of their applications. This coupled with the
limited acceptance of Vista has markedly slowed the
shift from 32 bit to 64 bit. Another factor in this process
is the development of 64 bit drivers for peripherals such
as printers, scanners, graphics cards, wireless modems,
network cards, etc. Microsoft has also indicated that
Windows 7 will not install 64 bit drivers unless the
software is “Microsoft Certified”.

Some manufacturers have obtained certification for
some of their 64 bit drivers. For example, my Brother
multi-function machine has a certified driver for 64 bit
Windows. If you don’t have a 64 bit certified driver,
your peripheral will not work under Windows 7. Neither
Vista64 nor Win7-64 will accept 32 bit drivers. Some-
thing to check out before you pop for a 64 bit OS.
However, if you are buying an upgrade version of
Windows 7, several of them are supposed to come with
both the 64 bit and 32 bit versions in the box, but not in
the OEM versions. This specifically applies to the Home
Premium, Professional and Ultimate versions (as of this
writing and may be subject to change by Microsoft.).

Another advantage of a 64 bit processor is in its
memory management. By now I would hope that
everyone understands that the 32 bit generation of
computers can address a maximum of 4 gigabytes of

Continued on Page 6
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Computer’s BIOS ,,, Continued from Page 5

RAM. This is the maximum number of addresses that
can be handled and is calculated from 2^32 or two to
the thirty-second power. This includes addresses needed
by the system as well as the data. A 64 bit processor
can address 2^64 addresses or roughly ten billion more
than the 32 bit processor. The catch here is that both the
hardware manufacturers and Microsoft have imposed
limitations on the addressable memory. Generally, new
personal computer’s are limited to

128 GB of memory or less. Some manufacturers
configure their laptops for a maximum of 4 GB of RAM.
Windows OS software is also highly variable in its limits.
Some versions of Vista limit addressing to as little as 8
GB (Home Basic & Premium). It is expected that these
limits will be raised in Windows 7. For the present, these
levels should be more than adequate for most people. If
not keep in mind that it is the Ultimate versions of Vista
and Windows 7 that have the maximum addressing
ability.

The next thing to consider is the software compat-
ibility. Just because you have a new operating system, no
one really wants to have to upgrade all their software
from 32 bit to 64 bit. For that reason both Intel CPU’s
and AMD CPU’s are not true native 64 bit processors.
They are, in fact, hybrids. By this I mean that they allow
32 bit code to run in an emulation mode. Consequently,
64 bit Windows has an emulation mode, Windows on
Windows, which allows 32 bit software to be run.
WOW intercepts system calls to the operating system
made by a 32-bit application and switches the CPU to
32 bit mode. It can switch the CPU between 32 bit and
64 bit as needed. This also allows the 64 bit AMD/Intel
CPU’s to run a 32 bit OS. The only true 64 bit, non-
hybrid operating systems for PC’s are found in Intel’s
Itanium processor (IA64) and the various 64 bit ver-
sions of Linux. Systems using these CPUs will give you
all the benefits of 64 bit computing, but require all 64 bit
software. Windows WOW64 also allows for some 32
bit software to run on the IA64 CPU by converting 32
bit calls to 64 bit.

Windows XP, Vista and Win7 contain large numbers
of dll files. These are system libraries, many of which are
loaded into memory when the computer is booted. In
the 64 bit OS, these libraries can not be used by 32 bit

software so instead, there are duplicate libraries written
in 32 bit code included in Windows. Microsoft has
devised a system so that these libraries can co-exist on
the hard drive and in RAM without overwriting the files
or accessing the wrong file so that 32 bit code can be
run under the 64 bit OS. Sounds good, doesn’t it? Yes,
it does work, but with some caveats. Adding an emula-
tion layer does slow the overall processing of software
instructions. Also, there is an increase in the amount of
memory (virtual memory included) needed for the
additional 32 bit libraries that are loaded along with the
64 bit dlls at boot time.

There are other problems, but to a somewhat lesser
extent as it affects fewer software applications. Some 32
bit applications still use 16 bit loaders. Since Windows
64 does not support ANY 16 bit code, these applica-
tions will not run, unless Windows can transparently
substitute an installer with 32 bit code. Hopefully, all 32
bit software will eventually have 32 bit loaders or be
replaced with 64 bit code. Additionally, some 32 bit
software requires the use of 32 bit drivers. These drivers
will not run on any 64 bit Windows platform. So until the
drivers are available in a 64 bit form, these applications
can’t be used with Windows 64.

Another consideration is that any utility software that
works at the hardware level must be 64 bit. This gener-
ally includes anti-virus software and other anti-malware
products. Those few manufacturers I have checked do
have 64 bit versions of their applications available. This
includes some which provide free utility applications.
This is just one more item that should be checked before
you decide to move to a 64 bit OS.

If you decide you want to upgrade to the 64 bit
version of Windows 7 when it is available, then you have
several more things to consider. No matter which 32 bit
Windows version you are currently using, you will have
to do a “clean” install of the 64 bit version. That means
backing up your data to an external medium and format-
ting your hard drive or at least a part of it (one partition).
You can install Windows 7 in a new partition and dual
boot with it and your current Windows version. Or you
can install the new version in the space reclaimed from
your old version. Either way you will have to reinstall
software and drivers. Then you can restore your data.

64 Bit Windows ... Continued from Page 5

Continued on Page 7
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Only if you upgrade to the Windows 7 32 bit version
from Vista can you do an “in-place” upgrade. If you are
still running XP you have no choice but to do a clean
install to convert to the 64 bit version. Of course, if you
buy a new computer with the 64 bit Windows 7 installed
that reduces your problem to just installing applications
and data from your old computer.

I have already pre-ordered a 64 bit version of
Windows 7. So, you see, I have answered the question I
posed in the title of this article. When it arrives, in
October, I will be installing it, then testing drivers and
applications. You probably won’t see any of my experi-
ence until the December Monitor. In the meantime, I
have obtained a 64 bit version of the Linux OS, Ubuntu.
Over the next few months I will be installing and testing it
on my computer. So you will be seeing more about 64
bit computing. I hope it will help you as the entire
industry continues to move into a fully 64 bit era. Just
think, the next move, in a few years, will probably be to
128 bit computing!

Dr. Lewis is a former university and medical
school professor of physiology. He has been working
with personal computers for over thirty years,
developing software and assembling systems.

64 Bit ... Continued from Page 6

Beginners Guides:
Understanding and Tweaking
WindowsXP Services

http://tinyurl.com/yev6mk6

Wolverine F2D Slide Scanner
By Joe Nuvolini, Pikes Peak Computer Application
Society, Colorado
http://ppcompas.apcug.org
nuvo(at)juno.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Over the years, I have amassed about 3,000 color
slides. I have been wanting to scan them into my com-
puter, but up to now, had not seen a scanning product
that would allow me to get the job done in a reasonable
time. One day I came across the Wolverine F2D 35mm
Film to Digital Scanner while surfing the Internet. It
looked like the answer I was looking for.

I read a number of reviews and found a wide variety
of opinions. People seemed to love it or hate it but the
positives were greater than the negatives so I decided to
try it. I was not disappointed. The unit is self-contained,
though you can connect it to a computer USB port for
power. However, no computer is required to use it. In
fact, I am using it on an island in my kitchen. The unit
comes with two film holders; one for slides and one for
color or black and white negatives. The unit saves the
images to an SD card in JPG format. Before saving the
images, they can be mirrored or rotated, if necessary.

The package includes the unit, the two film holders,
an AC adapter you can plug the USB connector into for
power, a brush to clean the internal screen, a 1-GB SD
card, and a 19-page manual. The first thing I did was go
to the Wolverine Website (http://wolverinedata.com/
f2d). I downloaded a PDF copy of the manual so these
tired old eyes could better read it. I also downloaded
the latest firmware update and installed it. I then started
my project. I can scan 125 slides in about 30-35
minutes. The more images that need to be rotated before
saving, the longer it takes. They advertise 5-MP images
and I found the file sizes ran from 900 KB to just over 1
MB.

There are a couple of things to watch out for. The
most important is to make sure your slides (up to 4) are
properly seated in the tray. If they are not, the tray will

Continued on Page 8
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Nominations for Officers
Anyone interested in nominating a member for office

should get in touch with the following people by phone
or e-mail. We will need the name and office of the
candidate along with the name of the member nominating
that person. Nominations will also be open at the
December meeting. The nominations will then be closed
and a ballot prepared for any contested offices, the
ballot will be published in the January newsletter. The
voting will take place at the January 2010 meeting.
Elected officers will assume their duties at the closing of
the January meeting.
                      Nominating Commitee:
1 - Larry French
2 - George Rymer
3 - Jim Townsend
President__________________________________
Vice Pres._________________________________
 Treasurer__________________________________
Secretary__________________________________
1st Member at Large__________________________
Name of nominating member
__________________________________________

bind up in the scanner. I have had a couple of close calls
on this one. Also, I have found that for no good reason
the image on the screen of the unit will shift to black and
white or have some goofy colors. I have found in most
cases pressing the mirror button twice will fix the prob-
lem. If not, turning the power off and back on will do the
trick for sure. There is one other item the manual warns
about, and that is not to tip the unit backward to better
view an image on the unit’s screen. The reason is that the
connector on the USB power cable plugs in near the
bottom on the back of the unit. The connection is a small
USB connector, like the one on your camera. Repeated
tipping can place stress on the connector causing it to
fail.

Pricing varies. A Google search for “Wolverine
F2D” brought a range of prices from $119 at the
Wolverine site to $99.99 on the Costco site. I am quite
satisfied with the product. If you take care in using it,
you will be too.

Wolverine Slide Scanner ... Continued from Page 7 Optimize Your PC
Written by Jon Jackman, President,
Fox Valley PC Association, Illinois
Fox Tales, August 2009
www.fvpca.org
jockojkj (at) aol.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

I saw an e-mail from PC World inviting me to speed
up my slow PC. This directed me to a link for a “free
scan” of my computer using PC Pitstop Optimize 3.0.
Recently, we had a discussion at our general meeting of
slow system performance, so I decided to give it a try
and document the effort here. It may postpone an
inevitable Windows re-install, but we will see.

The scan yielded some interesting results and offered
to do it for me if I purchased the program (for about
$30.) I looked at the results and wondered how I might
be able to do this manually for free? I looked around on
Google and found some step-by-step guides on basi-
cally accomplishing the same things that PC Pitsop’s
Optimize would do if I paid the $30. I ran the program
and it began to scan my system. Interestingly it ran 3
scans of my Download speed. Not sure what that was
about. It then displayed several pages of results: Junk
Files, Internet Settings, Startup Programs, Registry Fixes
and Performance Tweaks. When I reboot, it reminds me
of what it can do to make thinks run better by displaying
red messages. I will try some manual fixes and watch to
see if the start-up scan gets progressively greener.

Looking at what Optimize tries to do I first decided
to run CCleaner, a free program that has been a recent
DOQ offering (2009 DOQ-2). Alternately, you can
download it from http://www.ccleaner.com.

Junk Files
The first Optimize Results screen listed the junk files

that I could safely delete. In my case, Optimize listed
Temporary Files, Recycle Bin and Internet Caches.

Continued on Page 9
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Using CCleaner in the Cleaner option under the
Windows tab, files for Internet Explorer, Windows
Explorer and System are listed by default, so I ran the
“Analyze” tool. I was reminded to close Firefox to
enable the Internet Cache to be cleaned as well. After
several minutes it was complete and it said that ANALY-
SIS COMPLETE - (526.859 seconds), 555.9MB to
be removed. (Approximate size). As a comparison,
Optimize indicated that 729 MB would be cleaned. I ran
the “Run Cleaner” option.

Internet Settings
The second Optimize Results screen looks at

Internet Settings and explains that they may be tuned for
faster throughput and may provide a substantial increase
in Internet performance. In my case, my connections
(HTTP, TCP/IP and Firefox) had no recommended
adjustments. However, you may try using the Optimize
free scan yourself and see that you have some that are
recommended. In that case, you may try to Optimize
your settings manually. Search Google for “TCP
Optimizer”, download and run it. Select “Optimal”, then
apply. Look around carefully and see what else you
might optimize.

You will need to reboot.

Startup Programs
When Windows starts up it automatically loads a

number of programs, many of which you may not need.
As you install more and more programs, this list can
continue to grow. In my situation, there were several
Startup Programs that Optimize considered “unneces-
sary.” (You could run the free scan and see what it says
about your system.) The ones listed on mine were:
InstallShield Update Service (2 instances), Adobe
Acrobat SpeedLauncher, QuickTime Icon and Realtek
HD Audio. Using CCleaner I went to Tools and then
selected Startup. I looked at the programs that
Optimizer 3.0 suggested and right clicked on them and
chose “Disable”.

Registry Fixes
Programs sometimes leave incorrect information

behind in the registry, either because they uninstall
improperly or because the files associated with the
entries have been moved or deleted. Cleaning the

Windows registry would hope to keep your PC in
working order and keep the system running at peak
performance. Using CCleaner, select Registry and then
“Scan for issues”. You can then choose to Fix them.
Afterwards, not too many of the Optimize findings were
changed.

Performance Tweaks
Optimize made some recommendations to adjust

some settings in the Registry. Using the suggested
tweaks I searched the Registry and made the adjust-
ments to the keys that I could find, although not all of the
ones recommended could be found. As always, back up
your registry first! (CCleaner would have done that prior
to fixing the registry in the step above.) Start, Run
“regedit”, then Edit, Find and enter the string. Right click
and adjust the value.

Additional Fixes
Use Auslogics Registry Defrag
  Defrag your hard drive!

Uninstall Optimize 3.0… You might want to reinstall
it and run a new scan after you have done all of these
steps to see if you made progress.

You should see a faster booting, faster running
machine!

Good luck!

Optimize Your PC ... Continued from Page 8

TURNER Robert L., 79, of Satellite Beach,
died Thursday, October 29, 2009. Arrangements
by Florida Memorial Funeral Home, Rockledge.

Published in FLORIDA TODAY
on October 31, 009
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Speed It Up!
A Non-Technical Guide for

Speeding Up Slow Computers
Reviewed by Gordon Strickland, Member, NOCCC
(North Orange County Computer Club, California)
Orange Bytes, July 2009
www.noccc.org
editor (at) noccc.org

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Almost anyone would like his computer to run faster.
This book may therefore be regarded as being aimed at
a very wide potential readership. It discusses measures
for restoring the performance of a computer whose
performance has degraded from what it was originally
and hardware modifications to enhance its performance
perhaps even over the original. However, if the measures
discussed in the main part of the book will not yield
sufficient improvement, the author also includes a final
section offering guidelines for buying a new computer.
The specific discussions in the book are applicable
primarily to machines running Windows XP and Vista,
although some of the material would also be applicable
to earlier versions of Windows. Apart from some
hardware issues, there is little applicable to Linux and
Apple machines.

The book is organized into an introduction, eighteen
chapters, and an appendix. The chapters are grouped
into six sections, with titles that I will abridge as follows:
Quick Diagnosis, Simple Speedups, Power Speedups,
Upgrading Your PC, Internet and Network Speedups,
and Buying a Faster PC.

Under Quick Diagnosis, the author rightly notes that
the perception of performance degradation can be very
subjective. He describes instances where acquaintances
thought that their machines were slowing down, when in
fact that had not really happened. Perceptions of de-
graded performance are particularly apt to occur when
an older machine is asked to run new, demanding
software. Windows Vista and some of the newer games

can be very problematical in this respect. The author
then discusses various symptoms of actual performance
degradation, and emphasizes the importance of doing a
thorough backup before moving on to the tasks of repair
and enhancement.

The Simple Speedups section deals with removing
spyware and viruses, cleaning out unnecessary pro-
grams, optimizing the hard disk, and making Windows
go faster. The Power Speedups section discusses
cleaning the Windows registry and reinstalling Windows
from scratch (“when all else fails”).

Under Upgrading Your PC, the author discusses
hardware upgrades such as adding more RAM, installing
a larger hard disk, upgrading the video card (perhaps
particularly beneficial when going to the more demanding
versions of Vista), and installing a faster CPU. This last
measure is sometimes possible with machines that are of
fairly recent vintage. Alternatively, the author suggests
that one can provide for a new CPU by also installing a
new motherboard, but this would seem to get one into
the area of the final section, Buying a Faster PC.

The appendix, entitled “PC Performance Re-
sources,” consists of useful lists of available software
packages for the performance of the various optimiza-
tion and repair tasks discussed in the previous text. For
instance, under “Registry Cleaners,” ten different pro-
grams are listed, including a number of free ones.

Other categories of programs presented include
General Performance Suites, Benchmarking, Startup
Optimization, File Cleaning, Hard Disk Optimization,
Internet Speedup, and others. Altogether, the appendix
lists 61 programs.

By way of criticism, it is curious that there is no
discussion of the possibility of reflashing (reloading) the
BIOS of a machine. This procedure, admittedly only for
the more courageous user, might provide important
benefits where the originally loaded BIOS contained
bugs, had become corrupted, or did not provide proper
support for software or hardware developed since the
date of the originally loaded BIOS. The author  mislead-
ingly states (pg 166) that the BIOS is loaded into ROM
that cannot be written to, but this is not true in modern

Continued on Page 11
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machines. Indeed, some BIOS’s can be reflashed even
from within the Windows operating system.

With the printed book, the purchaser also receives,
for 45 days, access to a free online edition of the book.
Presumably the access period can be extended for a fee,
if the user desires. The object here seems to be to make
the book more convenient to use when one is already
working at the computer. I tend to prefer to use a
printed version of a publication in such situations, if it will
stay open at the page you are consulting while typing at
the keyboard. Unfortunately, the book is assembled with
the now near-universal “perfect” binding (was there ever
a more outrageously misleading  terminology?), and
therefore is quite likely to change pages, or close,
spontaneously. Depending on your monitor size and
other factors, the online version might be more conve-
nient in some situations.

I thought that the book was very informative and
potentially useful. The experienced user, opening up the
book at random and examining a particular topic, might
be inclined to say, “Oh, I already knew that,” but most
should find the detailed, systematic, and thorough
coverage very helpful. Even the experienced user may
find that the book fills in occasional knowledge gaps.

The 2009 book is authored by Michael Miller and
from Que Publishing (Pearson Education, Inc.)

(312+xvi pages).  http://tinyurl.com/yjq2jv2

List price is $22. If your group is a member of the
Pearson User Group program, a 30 % discount is
available to members plus free shipping.

Speed it Up ! ... Continued from Page 10 How to Be a Geek Goddess
Reviewed by Sandy Berger, CompuKISS
www.compukiss.com
sandy (at) compukiss.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG
with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

I am an old hat when it comes to technology. I was a
computer programmer back in the seventies before
computers came into the home, and I’ve kept my hand
in the technology arena all these years with my own
computer consulting business and my technical writing
career. Yet I’ve never considered myself a “Geek
Goddess”. As a matter of fact I have often been a little
aggravated to hear Kim Komando refer to herself as
“The Digital Goddess” — like she is something really
special.

But Christina Tynan-Wood in her book, How to Be
a Geek Goddess, isn’t advocating that a Geek goddess
is someone above everyone else. She says that being a
Geek Goddess is “a simple matter of embracing the
incredible innovation that’s going on in our times and
harness it for our own purposes”.

Oh yes, and Christina understands the differences
between how men and women look at, and deal with,
technology. She starts the book off with the sentence,
“My husband is a pompous ass.” Many of us have
noticed how men seem to pound their chests and
promote themselves as the technology heroes of the day.
Women, on the other hand, just want to use and enjoy
technology.

Christina’s book is filled with good information
about technology with everything from how to choose a
computer sales person to hooking up with others online.
There are tips on everything from controlling your email
to trouble-shooting a wireless connection. Chapters
include: Getting in Touch with Your Software Side,
Where the Stores Never Close, The Wireless Home,
Keeping It Safe, Geek Parenting, Groovy Gear and
Gadgets, and Your 200 Closest Friends.

Continued on Page 12

For Sale
PS DESK-Solid Wood desk light Blonde finish.

With Slideout keyboard tray,door for books, shelves for
CD’s and drawer.47"wide x 55 “high 22”deep.

Desk $115 Firm
Also rolling comfy chair $30
Phone Lucile Wagner (after 10am) 723-1719 or

email:sunshinelu1@yahoo.com-Photo available online
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Geek Goddess ... Continued from Page11
The information in this 315 page book is all accurate

and informative. Yet, this is not a reference book. It is
rather like a free-flowing novel with technical informa-
tion. If you want a book where you can look up how to
do things, you will have to look elsewhere. This is a
book for women who want to absorb some pointers
here and there while reading about all the things you can
do with your computer. If you are already very familiar
with computers, you can skip this book. But again, if you
want to immerse yourself in technology and pick up
some knowledge and useful tidbits on the way, you will
love this book. And you may even become a Geek
Goddess yourself!

Change Windows
Ownership Name

Have you ever wanted to change the name
Windows XP is registered to without reinstalling the
computer?

First load up the registry editor (Start - Run, then
type regedit and click OK) and follow this path
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE - SOFTWARE -
Microsoft - WindowsNT - Current Version.

In the window on the right find the Registered
Organization and RegisteredOwner string values and
change them to whatever you like

Cartridge World
$2.00 Off  First Ink Refill  -  $10.00 Off First Laser Refill

Must bring empty ink or laser cartridges.
Not valid with other offers. Exp. 12/03/07

On Wickham Rd just south of Sarno

http://www.cartridgeworldusa.com/store434

785 N. Wickham Rd
Melbourne, Fl        321-242-7200

Install Those Updates
By Marjie Tucker, Newsletter Editor, Mountain
Computer User Group, Georgia
www.mcug.org
mcug (at) dnet.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG with
the author’s permission for publication by APCUG
member groups; all other uses require the permission
of the author (see e-mail address above).

Are you taking every precaution to safeguard the
data on your computer? If you answer “yes” because
you have turned on the Windows Firewall and use anti-
virus and anti-spyware software, that’s great. However,
you may be forgetting something very important -
installing software updates.

Software usually contains bugs that are not found
until the general public uses it. Because of this, all
companies including Microsoft and Apple periodically
make updates available to fix the bugs that have ap-
peared. Many viruses and worms are written specifically
to take advantage of holes that appear in operating
systems and other programs. If you don’t install the
latest updates to your computer, those holes will remain
and your data will be vulnerable to the malware.

Both Windows XP and Windows Vista have the
ability to automatically download the most important
updates as they are posted. To ensure that this is
happening on your computer use the Control Panel to
go to the Windows Security Center and make certain
that the Automatic Updates are turned on. If Automatic
Updating shows a green On color, then the updates will
be downloaded. If the function for Automatic Updates is
disabled, use the setting available to turn it on.

When the updates have been downloaded to your
computer you are notified of their presence. This usually
occurs with a small golden icon in the lower right-hand
corner of your taskbar that reads “Updates are ready
for your computer.” If you click on the icon and give
permission, the update will install immediately, usually in
the background so you can continue working. After it is
installed you may be asked to give permission for your
computer to reboot.
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However, if you tell the computer not to install this
update, the message that it is available may stay on your
computer permanently, as it waits for you to click that it
can now be installed. If you see the gold icon on your
taskbar, check to see if you have updates waiting right
now so you can protect your computer.

There May Be Additional Updates
Sometimes there are optional updates available that

won’t be downloaded automatically. For that reason it’s a
good idea to check the Microsoft Update website periodi-
cally. The easiest way to check is to use the link you can
find on your Start Menu.

That link will take you directly to the Microsoft
Update site where you can choose between the Express
or Custom method of installing available updates. Custom
is preferable so you can determine if there are any
updates you don’t want to install.

Click on the Custom button and then wait while the
Microsoft site compares your computer’s software against
the Microsoft database. Eventually you will see a list of
updates that are missing from your computer. Any High-
Priority (important for security) updates will already be
selected to be downloaded. However, you need to look at
the Optional Updates to choose the ones you want to
include. Click on Software, Optional and choose all that
are shown. You should need all of these. If any Hardware,
Optional updates are shown, you should be a little
choosier. If your hardware is working properly, you may
want to skip these driver updates. But if you are suffering
any hardware problems, these updates may solve your
problems.

After you have chosen the updates you want to
download, click on Install Updates at the top of the screen
and the download will begin. This may take quite a bit of
time, depending on the number and size of the updates
being downloaded. This would actually be a good time to
take a coffee break or make that important telephone call.

You can view a list of the updates you have installed
on your computer at the Add or Remove Programs
location on your Control Panel. At the top of the screen
you will see a small box labeled “Show Updates.”  Click in
that box and all your Microsoft updates will be displayed.

This screen is very useful if you encounter difficulty
after installing an update or service pack. You can always
find the update and uninstall it through this screen.

You can also easily see if your computer contains
the latest Windows Service Packs by looking at the
Properties of My Computer. Right-click over the My
Computer icon and choose Properties. The most
recently installed Service Pack will be listed on this
screen.

Don’t Forget Your Anti-MalWare Programs
Of course, it’s also critical to constantly update your

anti-malware programs. Viruses, worms, and spyware
are constantly being developed and these protection
programs work hard to provide fixes. When possible,
also set these programs for automatic updates and
regularly perform a manual update just to make certain
that you don’t miss any patches or new program
features.

And, Remember Your Other Software
We’ve spent most of our time talking about

Microsoft software. Your other programs, such as
Adobe Reader and Java also receive regular updates.
Look at the settings for those to be sure they are
updating automatically. This is especially important if
you have any difficulty while working with a program.
The solution may be a simple as installing the latest
patch.

Apple Software Updates
Apple also frequently releases updates that you can

download and install. To check your Mac for patches,
use the Apple menu and choose Software Updates.

You can also set your Mac to get Automatic
Updates by choosing System Preferences from the
Apple menu. Choose View and Software Update. One
of the choices is Automatic and you can also choose a
time for the computer to check the Apple website.

Stay Secure

Remember to set your operating system and
programs for Automatic Updates, install those updates,
and periodically check the websites manually to ensure
that you have all the latest patches. This is an easy and
inexpensive way to help protect your data.
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How To Forward EMails
Appropriately

submitted by Dorothy Porterfield
Reprint from: the Journal of The Computer Club Inc

A computer expert received the following directly
from a system administrator for a corporate system. It is
an excellent message that ABSOLUTELY applies to
ALL of us who send emails. Please read the Sh01i letter
below, even if you’re sure you already follow proper
procedures.

Do you really know how to forward emails? 50% of
us do; 50% DO NOT.

Do you wonder why you get viruses or junk mail?
Every time you forward an email there is information left
over from the people who got the message before you,
namely their email addresses & names. As the messages
get forwarded along, the list of addresses builds, and
builds, and builds, and all it takes is for some poor sap
to get a virus, and his or her computer can send that
virus to every email address that has come across his
computer. Or, someone can take all of those addresses
and sell them or send junk mail to them in the hopes that
you will go to the site and he will make five cents for
each hit. That’s right, all of that inconvenience over a
nickel!

(1) You MUST click the “Forward” button first and
then you will have full editing capabilities against the
body and headers of the message. When you forward
an email, DELETE all of the other addresses that
appear in the body ofthe message (at the top). That’s
right, DELETE them. Highlight them and delete them,
backspace them, cut them, whatever it is you know how
to do. It only takes a second

(2) Whenever you send an email to more than one
person, do NOT use the To: or Cc: fields for adding
email addresses. Always use the BCC: (blind carbon
copy) field for listing the email addresses. This is the
way the people you send to will only see their own email
address. If you don’t see your BCC: option click on
where it says To: and your address list will appear.
Highlight the address and choose BCC: and that’s it, it’s
that easy. When you send to BCC: your message will
automatically say “Undisclosed Recipients” in the “TO:”
field of the people who receive it.

(3) Remove any “FW :” in the subject line. You can
rename the subject if you wish or even fix spelling.

(4) ALWAYS hit your Forward button from the
actual email you are reading. Ever get those emails that
you have to open 10 pages to read the one page with the
information on it? By Forwarding from the actual page
you wish someone to view, you stop them from having to
open many emails just to see what you sent.

(5) Have you ever gotten an email that is a petition?
It states a position and asks you to add your name and
address and to forward it to 10 or 15 people or your
entire address book. The email can be forwarded on and
on and can collect thousands of names and email ad-
dresses.

FACT: The completed petition is actually worth a
couple of bucks to a professional spammer because of
the wealth of valid names and email addresses contained
therein.

If you want to support the petition, send it as your
own personal letter to the intended recipient. Your
position may carry more weight as a personal letter than
a laundry list of names and email address on a petition.
(Actually, if you think about it, who’s supposed to send
the petition in to whatever cause it supports? And don’t
believe the ones that say that the email is being traced, it
just ain’t so!)

(6) One of the main ones I dislike are the ones that
say something like, “Send this email to 10 people and
you’ll see something great run across your screen.” Or,
sometimes they’ll just tease you by saying something
really cute will happen. IT IS NOT GOING TO HAP-
PEN!!!!! (Trust me, I’m still seeing some of the same
ones that I waited on 10 years ago!) I don’t let the bad
luck ones scare me either, they get trashed. (Could that
be why I haven’t won the lottery??)

(7) Before you forward an Amber Alert, or a Virus
Alert, or some of the other ones floating around nowa-
days, check them out before you forward them. Most of
them are junk mail that’s been circling the net for
YEARS! Just about everything you receive in an email
that is in question can be checked out at Snopes.

Just go to http://www. snopes.com/
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To be updated

Brevard  Users  Group  Membership  Application

First Name _________________________________

Address ___________________________________

Home Phone ________________________________

Family Membership  $25.00

Last Name _________________________________

City ______________________________________

State _______  Zip + 4 ________________________

E-mail Address ______________________________

Special Interest Groups BUG Club Information

Moving ?
Don’t miss out on any issues of the BUG Newsletter
Send your new address to:
Brevard Users Group  Att: Treasurer
PO Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456
And e-mail to the Newsletter and Treasurer at:
newsletter@bugclub.org
treasurer@bugclub.org

Afternoon Meeting
An afternoon meeting is held on the first

Monday of the month at 2pm, in One Senior
Place,  8085 Spyglass Hill Rd, Viera.

 BUG E-MAIL LIST
To be included in the BUG  E-Mail roster, send

an E-Mail to Larry French at:
president@bugclub.org.

We will need your full name, E-Mail address and
your BUG membership number. You will then
receive notices and updates on BUG activities,

special events, changes to schedules, etc.

BUG  Officers

Sponsorship Rates
    4 Months     8 Months    12 Months

Full Page   $160.00     $ 305.00        $ 440.00
Half Page  $  85.00     $ 162.00        $ 232.00
Qtr Page   $  45.00     $   86.00        $ 123.00
Bus Card  $  25.00      $  48.00         $   68.00

TINKERS  SIG
 Meets on most Sundays at Bob Schmidt’s house.
 Call 952-0199 to verify meeting and directions.

E-mail:  rschmidt@cfl.rr.com

WINDOWS  SIG
Meets the Second and Fourth Thursday’s at the

Central Baptist Church
2503 Country Club Rd,  Melbourne

BEGINNERS SIG
To be updated

NEWSLETTER  SIG
Meets twice a month on the Saturdays before and

after the BUG monthly meeting.
Place is Jim Townsend’s home.

Call 728-5979 for directions.

LINUX SIG

                IMAGING SIG
Meets at 7:00 PM the second Thursdays,

              at the Central Baptist Church

To be updated



 16                   BUG Newsletter                 December 2009

Brevard Users Group
Incorporated
P. O. Box 2456
Melbourne, FL 32902-2456

Meetings:
Are held at the Melbourne Library  on
Fee Ave. the third Wednesday of the
month at 7:00 PM.

Membership:
Is by application and payment of $25.00
annual dues.  Membership is for 12
months from receipt of dues and
includes a year’s subscription to the
newsletter.

Your membership expires on the date
indicated in the upper left of your
address label (YYYY\MM). Please
allow six weeks for processing the
renewal.

BUG Officers

President:
Larry French                   837-0962
president@bugclub.org

Vice President
Lester Cassel
vicepresident@bugclub.org

Treasurer:
Dave Riches
treasurer@bugclub.org

Secretary:
Eileen Cameron
secretary@bugclub.org

Member at Large:
Dan Wadler

Special Interest Groups

Beginners’ SIG:
Larry French                    837-0962
beginners@bugclub.org

Hardware  (Tinkers)  SIG:
Bob Schmidt                    952-0199
hardware@bugclub.org

Newsletter Publishing SIG:
Jim Townsend                   728-5979
newsletter@bugclub.org

Win 9x/XP SIG:
George Rymer                  724-6715
Chuck Boring                   454-9455
Bob Staples                      255-2623

Imaging SIG:
Ed McEwen   imaging@bugclub.org

BUG Web Page:
http://bugclub.org

Tom Butler                     242-9869
geotbutler@juno.com

FACUG Representative:
Open

Program Director:
Dan Wadler

Webmaster:
Eric Arnold
webmaster@bugclub.org

Committee Chairperson

Beginners Help:

Linux SIG
Chris Crisafulli
linux-sig@bugclub.org


